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The Great Lakes Compact prohibits diversions of Great Lakes water to areas outside of the Great Lakes basin with lim-
ited exceptions for public water supply purposes in communities and counties that straddle the Great Lakes basin divide.
The City of Waukesha is a community in a county that straddles the Great Lakes basin divide and has applied to the Wis-
consin Department of Natural Resources (WDNR) for an approval to divert Great Lakes water. The application must
meet the standards set forth in Wis. Stat. § 281.346(4) and the Great Lakes — St. Lawrence River Basin Water Resources
Compact Article 4, Section 4.9.3 to be determined to be “approvable” by the WDNR.

City of Waukesha—Application to Divert Great Lakes Water

The Problem

Waukesha's application states
that the city needs a new source
of water to address current water
guantity and quality concerns.
Waukesha currently obtains its
public water supply primarily
from deep aquifer wells. Ground-
water pumped from the deep
aquifer contains high levels of
radium, a carcinogen. Water lev-
els within the deep aquifer have
dropped more than 500 feet and
continue to decline at a rate of
up to 9 feet every year.

Proposed Water Source Solution

Waukesha seeks to divert up to an annual average of 10.9 million gallons of water
per day with a maximum day diversion of 18.5 million gallons per day. The water is
proposed to serve an area that includes the City of Waukesha and may serve por-
tions of the City of Pewaukee and the towns of Genesee, Waukesha and Delafield.
The application identifies the cities of Milwaukee, Racine, and Oak Creek as poten-
tial water suppliers.

Proposed Wastewater Return

The application identifies Underwood Creek in Wauwatosa, the Root River and
Lake Michigan as possible locations to return its treated wastewater. Underwood
Creek is listed as the preferred location. Waukesha proposes that wastewater in
excess of the amount diverted and all wastewater flow during specified high flow
conditions would continue to be discharged to the Fox River.

WDNR’s Waukesha Application Review Process

Step 1
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Public Hearings |

o Introduce the review process.

e Receive comments on the EIS
scope and review criteria.

e 30-day public comment

period.
o

Step 4

~

e Review public comments,
finalize EIS, and determine if
the application is approvable.

¢ 30-day comment period on
the final EIS.
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Step 3

/

Public Hearings Il

e Receive comments on the
draft technical review, EIS and
preliminary decision.

e 45-day public comment

Step 2
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DNR Technical Review /

EIS Draft

¢ Review the application and
public comments.

e Draft the technical review, EIS
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WDNR Finalizes Review & EIS

\ and preliminary decision.

Step 5

Regional Body & Compact

Council Review

e If application is approvable,
WDNR forwards the
application to the Regional
Body and Compact Council. j

period.
\

Step 6

/

WDNR Final Decision

e If the Compact Council
approves the application,
WDNR will make the final
decision regarding approval of

Waukesha’s application. j
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Informational Meetings/Hearings

All meetings will begin with a 5:30 pm Open House, followed by a 6:00 pm Presentation, Question-and-
Answer period, and a formal Public Hearing.*
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Comments

Comments must be submitted by August 13,
2011. Any comments are welcome; however,

comments are particularly requested on:

e Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) Scope

(List of Topics addressed in EIS)

e Diversion Application Review Criteria

For More information

Written comments may be submitted to:

Department of Natural Resources
Attn: Kay McConnell

Water Use Section DG/5

Box 7921

Madison, WI53707-7921

DNRWaukeshaDiversionApp@wisconsin.gov

Details of the City of Waukesha Diversion Application, including application materials can be found at:

http://dnr.wi.gov/org/water/dwg/WaukeshaDiversionApp.htm

Application materials are also available at the following locations:

e Department of Natural Resources, Bureau of Drinking Water and Groundwater, Fifth Floor, 101 South

Webster Street, Madison, Wisconsin

e DNR Waukesha Service Center, 141 NW Barstow, Waukesha, WI 53188—0pen Monday and Wednesday
e DNR Milwaukee Service Center, 2300 N Dr Martin Luther King Jr Dr, Milwaukee WI 53212— Open Tues-

day, Thursday, and Friday

* A second public comment period and round of hearings will be scheduled once the DNR has completed its review and has a draft decision and
draft EIS. The draft decision and draft EIS are not anticipated before November 2011.



