
Calculating Great Lakes Basin Specific Fees (NR 850) 
NR 850 applies only to persons that withdraw more than 50 million gallons per year in 
the Great Lakes basin.  These fees are in addition to the $125 statewide fee that applies 
to all registered withdrawals statewide. The Great Lakes basin fee and statewide fee 
are assessed annually. The table below shows the corresponding total fee (Great Lakes 
basin specific fees plus statewide fee) for different annual water withdrawal amounts.  

 
Table 1: Great Lakes Basin Specific Water Use Fee  

 
Total Water Withdrawn  

in Millions of Gallons per Year 
(MGY) 

Total Annual Fee in the Great 
Lakes Basin 

 
0 - 50 $125 

51 - 100 $126.50 - $200 

101 - 250 $202 - $575 

251 - 500 $578.50 - $1,700 

501 - 750 $1,706 - $3,200 

751 - 1000 $3,206 - $4,700 

1001 - 1250 $4,706 - $6,200 

1251 - 1500 $6,206 - $7,700 

1501 - 1750 $7,706 - $9,200 

1751 - 1820 $9,206 - $9,625 

>1820 $9,625 
The total annual fee in the Great Lakes Basin is capped at $1125 for 
small businesses and $9,625 for all others. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Amount 
Withdrawn 

(MGY) 

Fee per 
Million 

Gallons 
0 – 50 $0.00 

51 – 100 $1.50 

101 – 150 $2.00 

151 – 200 $2.50 

201 – 250 $3.00 

251 – 300 $3.50 

301 – 350 $4.00 

351 – 400 $4.50 

401 – 450 $5.00 

451 – 500 $5.50 

500 + $6.00 

Table 2: NR 850 Great Lakes 
Basin Specific Fee Rates for 
Withdrawals >50 Million Gallons 
per Year (MGY) 

Example Fee Calculation 
The fees in Table 1 were calculated using the fee 
rates in Table 2.  The following is an example of 
how the fees in Table 1 were calculated. 
 
Withdrawal = 750 MGY in Great Lakes Basin 
Great Lakes Basin Specific Fee (calculate by 
multiplying gallons by the rate and adding) 
 
=  50*($0.00) + 50*($1.50) + 50*($2.00) + 50*($2.50) 
+ 50*($3.00) + 50*($3.50) + 50*($4.00) + 50*($4.50) 
+ 50*($5.00) + 50*($5.50) + 250*($6.00)  
 
= $0 + $75 + $100 + $125 + $150 + $175 + $200 + 
$225 + $250 + $275 + $1,500 
 
= $3,075 
 
Total Fee  
= Great Lakes Basin Specific Fee + Statewide Fee  
= $3,075 + $125  
= $3,200 


