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Hi Kim & Olivia, 
 
To follow are a few notes from the Naperville, IL EAB workshop last week.  Next 
I’ll fax over a couple things like the agenda and Rich Hauer’s handout. 
 
Approximately 100 Naperville home owner associations are connected 
collectively through an umbrella association known as Naperville Area 
Homeowners Confederation (NAHC).  NAHC is very active in the promotion of 
ash treatment for EAB control. 
 
 
Dr. Fredrick Miller of the Morton Arboretum, entomologist, spoke re-
emphasizing the exponential explosion rate of EAB infestations.  Possible to have 
no symptoms for 2-3 years. 
 
0 to 4 years      little tree decline 
5 to 8 years      slow tree decline 
8 to 12 years    exponential/rapid tree decline 
 
 
Chad Tinkel, Manager of Forestry Operations, Fort Wayne IN  
(Human population 256,000) 
(in exponential ash decline phase) 
 

 8640 S. Howell Ave. 
 Oak Creek, WI 53154 
 Tel: (414) 768-5861 
 
 Fax: (414) 768-6518 

Manages 51,000 trees – street and 86 parks 
Prior to EAB city had 14,000 ash trees – 25% of Street trees (I think) 
4,000 trees slated for removal in 2011 
5,000 trees estimated for removal in 2012 
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Originally had a 5 year plan - that turned out to be way off; for a while he thought 
he was keeping up well but it just ran away from him 
Local arborist companies couldn’t keep up with their needs – began coming from 
further way 
 
12 months after death ash trees were dropping scaffold limbs; houses and cars 
have been hit with limbs; they have pending court claims 
 
When in this fast pace time of decline, bark strips off trees all at once and creates 
a huge – more than imagined – amount of wood debris to pick up – lots of calls on 
this 
 
4 full time employees – all they do is removals; emphasizes that other things are 
not being addressed 
 
Their first removals were ash under powerlines 
 
EAB issues according to Chad: 

1. Economic 
2. Environmental 
3. Public safety 
4. Political 

 
The got a Great Lakes Basin Plan grant for removals (I think) 

- 150 trees removed a week 
- Sawmill buys the logs for a nominal amount (not shared) 
- Ash wood quickly degrades 
- Ash hard on blades and saws 

 
Their equipment and personnel: 
17 employees 
4 chip trucks 
4 bucket trucks 
7 chippers 
3 dump trucks 
1 log loader 
2 cranes 
 
Breakdown of one removal project (might have been his grant): 
Contractor: 2,500 removals, including stump grinding for $573,900 ($229.56 per 
tree) 
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They were calling in 80 to 100 Digger’s locates per day for various projects and 
they overwhelmed them to the point that they couldn’t keep up, had to delay 
projects 
 
Amidst these hardships his budget (basically EAB) was cut: They may do no 
planting in 2012 due to a combo of economics and labor 
 
 
Brad Bonham, Municipal Consultant, Wyoming, OH 
 
EAB advances at a pace of 15 to 20 miles per year 
 
She suggests: 
 
Treat ash as a herd not individuals – most economic with optimal outcome 
-removal rate manageable 
-safety issues decreased 
-resources best protected 
i.e. order prevails 
 
Sort herd (access for worthiness in treatment): 

1. Good structural integrity 
2. Set a threshold for canopy thinning >> removal 
3. Proximity to utilities 
4. Individual condition scores 

 
Worst possible strategy to her way of thinking is remove-as-infested, because it 
can get away on you quickly 
 
Temporary treatments (treat to stage removals TSR she calls it) slow decline and 
control schedule 
 
Windshield survey with estimated DBH is better than nothing 
 
Makes mention of a 16-page Multi-State Reference 
 
Keep website material current 
 
After treatment tree canopies may appear to decline for a year or two before 
rebounding 
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Jack Mitz, Naperville City Forester 
 
60,000 total trees; 25% ash  
 
Confirmed EAB in Naperville June 2008 
-treated right away 
-initially found in small diameter trees 
-so far have treated 6,000 trees for 148,000 ($24.67 average per tree) 
 
Ongoing inventory 
 
Stump removal has been an issue for them, not sure which part of it 
 
Slide showed of a large tree where every part of the bark and bare trunk was 
overlapping galleries 
 
They found contractor treatments to be very competitively priced 
 
They have a donate-a-treatment program 
 
Generally, if an exit hole exists at eye-level, indicates too infested to treat 
 
They have an updated ordinance for viewing on their website 
 
Prefers to plant every other tree varying species - style of replacement 
 
 
Richard Hauer – Trees have value! 
 
Extreme Urban Forest Make-over 
The Green Reaper Edition 
 
Title quote from an old article regarding DED management:  An Orderly 
Transformation of an Urban Forest 
 
Frame questions: 

1. How much to remove dead trees? 
2. Value of lost trees 
3. Cost to replace 
4. No. of trees remaining 

 
Value models: 
CTLA – (compensatory) 
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iTree – (functional) 
Definitely check out new online calculator (Purdue?) 
 
Handout 
 
 
Peggy Drescher, Glen Ellyn Village Forester  
Homeowner Outreach 
1400 ash, affluent community 
 
They sent letters to residents that had ash trees (private) 
 
Threshold of deadwood set to determine removals 
Established group rates for treatment – rate included private trees 
 
Keep outreach up-to-date 
 
She trained volunteers to ID and tag ash trees  
 
Checkout Purdue Extension 
 
 
David Bienemann, City of Toledo 
 
Initially they were in state mandated zone that left no choice; they were forced to 
remove due to eradication law 
 
They tub grind most wood in horizontal tub grinder, which they have 
 
They are forced also to use prevailing wage 
 
Things happen elsewhere when you are concentrating on ash 
 
They had 8% ash 
 
If he could do it all over: 

1. Take more pictures 
2. Would have treated 100 to 500 ash trees 
3. Would have sprayed stumps – sprouts were a drain to keep up with 
4. Wouldn’t have let politicians keep them from continuing removals (?) 

 
At the end he said they had plans to start planting ash trees again, and treating 
them from the start 
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