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Brodhead–making a difference one tree at a time 
 
In a recent Brodhead Free Press column called “Little Green Things Mean a Lot,” 
Michele Benesh writes about urban forestry issues and projects in Brodhead.  
The article hits on topics such as Arbor Day, EAB, Tree City USA and tree 
benefits.  Read more 
 
Arbor Day resources 
 
Arbor Day is just around the corner (April 27). Need some ideas for how to 
celebrate the event in your community?  Check out the following resources: 
 
 Arbor Day Foundation – download the Celebrate Arbor Day Guidebook or 

discover other celebration ideas 
 DNR resources– kids activities, lesson plans, Recipe for Arbor Day 
 Trees Pay Us Back– share the Trees in Our City USDA Forest Service 

PowerPoint presentation (Trees Pay Us Back- Vol. 1) and find other tools for 
communicating the benefits of trees 

 Community Trees: A Living Investment– USFS video series about urban tree 
benefits intended for citizens, community advocates and decision makers 

 
Urban(wood) Encounter and other urban wood news 
 
Urban(wood) Encounter 
April 20-21, Milwaukee 
 
Wudeward Urban Forest Products, LLC is pleased to announce the 
return of Urban(wood) Encounter, a unique furniture design exhibition 
at Design Within Reach in the Third Ward during Gallery Night, April 
20–21, 2012.   
 

Milwaukee building made of recycled urban ash 
 
Wudeward Urban Forest Products supplied stair 
treads and flooring for the Clock Shadow 
Building in Milwaukee.  Milwaukee area ash was 
used.  The logs were directed to a nearby 
sawmill for processing, moved again within the 
region for manufacturing into treads and flooring 
and traveled full circle back to the project.  
 
 

Stair treads and flooring in Milwaukee’s 
Clock Shadow Building, 538 S. 2nd St, 
were manufactured by Wudeward Urban 
Forest Products from Milwaukee area ash 
trees.  

http://dnr.wi.gov/topic/UrbanForests/documents/insider/120323_LittleGreenThings.pdf�
http://www.arborday.org/arborday/celebrate.cfm?TrackingID=400�
http://dnr.wi.gov/forestry/education/AboutArborDay.htm�
http://dnr.wi.gov/eek/teacher/arborday.htm�
http://na.fs.fed.us/urban/treespayusback/index.shtm�
http://www.na.fs.fed.us/urban/community_trees/�
http://dnr.wi.gov/topic/UrbanForests/documents/insider/120323_URBAN(wood)PressRelease.pdf�
http://www.jsonline.com/blogs/entertainment/141926013.html�
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Study: nation’s urban forests losing 
ground 
 
WASHINGTON—National results indicate that 
tree cover in urban areas of the United States is 
declining at a rate of about 4 million trees per 
year, according to a U.S. Forest Service study 
published recently in Urban Forestry & Urban 
Greening. 
 
Tree cover in 17 of the 20 cities analyzed in the 
study declined while 16 cities saw increases in 
impervious cover, which includes pavement and rooftops. Land that lost trees 
was for the most part converted to either grass or ground cover, impervious 
cover or bare soil. Read more 
 
Seattle to create nation’s first public food forest 
 
Due to its mild temperatures and routinely wet climate, Seattle is one of the very 
few cities in the US with a year-round growing season. Taking advantage of this 
vegetation-friendly environment, and a seven acre plot of public land, a 
community of local planners and advocates are moving forward with plans to 
build the first, completely free, public food forest in a U.S. city. Read more 
 
 
Gypsy moth treatment and quarantines  
 
Trapping data and field surveys indicate that the gypsy moth is reproducing and 
taking hold in three more Wisconsin counties. On April 1, Ashland, Bayfield and 
Clark counties will officially be placed under federal and state gypsy moth 
quarantine, joining most of eastern and central Wisconsin already considered to 
be generally infested with the gypsy moth.  An updated Wisconsin gypsy moth 
quarantine map reflecting this change will be posted online at gypsymoth.wi.gov 
on April 1.  Read the press release to learn more. 
 
Gypsy moth spray maps 
 
You can now view maps of the 2012 Wisconsin proposed gypsy moth spray 
areas. It shows the areas that are planned for treatment by two programs from 
two agencies: counties in yellow will be treated by the Wisconsin Department of 
Agriculture, Trade and Consumer Protection's Slow the Spread Program, and the 
sole county in blue will be treated by the Wisconsin Department of Natural 

–Index of Articles– 

Damaged trees in New Orleans after 
Hurricane Katrina 
Photo: USDA Forest Service 

http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S1618866711000999�
http://www.fs.fed.us/news/2012/releases/02/urban-forests.shtml�
http://planetsave.com/2012/02/24/seattle-to-creat-nations-first-public-food-forest/�
http://gypsymoth.wi.gov/�
http://datcp.wi.gov/news/?Id=519�
http://datcp.wi.gov/Environment/Gypsy_Moth/Aerial_Spraying/GM_Map/�
http://datcp.wi.gov/Environment/Gypsy_Moth/Aerial_Spraying/GM_Map/�
http://datcp.wi.gov/Environment/Gypsy_Moth/Aerial_Spraying/GM_Map/�
http://datcp.wi.gov/Environment/Gypsy_Moth/Aerial_Spraying/GM_Map/�
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Resources' Suppression Program. Just click on the county you're interested in to 
lead you to more detailed maps. 

A start date for spray has not been determined. Spraying depends on weather 
conditions and gypsy moth development. They will have a better idea of a start 
date later in April. 

WNA names 2012 Plant of the Year 
 
The Wisconsin Nursery Association recently 
announced its 2012 Plant of the Year 
selections: Malus sargentii ‘Select A’ (Firebird® 
Crabapple) and Allium ‘Summer 
Beauty’ (Summer Beauty Ornamental 
Onion).  The Firebird® Crabapple’s fragrant white 
flowers become small, red crabapples providing 
glorious color late into the winter.  It is remarkably 
resistant to disease and very versatile.  Read more 
 

Saturday commercial pesticide applicator exam 
 
April 14, 2012, Madison 
 
In response to requests for weekend test dates, and to be sure more applicators 
can get certified before the busy lawn care season begins, DATCP is offering 
Wisconsin certification exams for commercial pesticide applicators on a Saturday 
in a location that can hold up to 300 people. More information 
 
 
Cook County EAB strategy 
 
The Forest Preserve District of Cook County in northern Illinois has prepared a 
set of FAQs regarding an ash tree removal strategy to respond to emerald ash 
borer.  This may be interesting for those dealing with larger wooded parks.  
Learn more 
 
EAB national news 
 
Robin Usborne, Communications Manager with Michigan State University, 
shares links to national news coverage regarding emerald ash borer. Be sure to 
review recent news articles. EAB University webinars are also available for 
viewing on demand.  

–Index of Articles– 

Firebird® Crabapple 
Photo: Wisconsin Nursery Assoc. 

http://www.wgif.net/pdfs/POTY.pdf�
http://www.lawnandlandscape.com/ll-0216-WNA-Plant-of-the-Year.aspx�
http://datcp.wi.gov/Plants/Pesticides/Licenses/Saturday_Applicator_Exams/index.aspx�
http://fpdcc.com/preserves-and-trails/projects/eab-infestation/�
http://www.emeraldashborer.info/eab_university_ondemand.cfm�
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Read these latest news stories:  

 Elgin, IL, to remove 50 ash trees 

 EAB is impacting ash trees along the Ohio Boardwalk 

 Franklin, WI, encourages homeowners to check their 
ash trees 

 EAB wreaks havoc on Scarborough, Canada, ash trees 

 Ohio State University offers EAB management/control management plan 

 Minnesota city prepares for EAB invasion with injections of TREE-age in 
select ash trees 

 Proposed policy by the feds to mitigate EAB (may or may not go into effect on 
April 1, stay tuned) 

 Check out the Invasive Pest Risk Maps from the FS 
 
 
Minnesota Forest Pest First Detector Manual 
 
This manual was produced by the University of Minnesota 
Extension, Minnesota Department of Agriculture and 
Minnesota DNR. It is an excellent pictorial guide to serious 
forest pests of concern in the upper Midwest, including emerald 
ash borer, gypsy moth, Asian longhorned beetle, thousand 
cankers disease and sirex woodwasp. The manual is 
particularly useful for forestry program volunteers and those 
without extensive forestry training.  
 
Minnesota Forest Pest First Detector Manual 
 
RFP for community service projects 
 
The North Central Region of AmeriCorps National Civilian Community Corps 
(NCCC) is requesting proposals for community service projects, which typically 
last from six to eight weeks. Those eligible to apply are non-profit organizations, 
government entities, educational institutions, community-based organizations, 
neighborhood associations, Tribal Councils and faith-based organizations. 
  
AmeriCorps NCCC is a federal team-based national service program for men 
and women between the ages of 18 and 24.  Corps Members serve a full-time, 
ten-month term, working on projects to meet community needs in five main 
program areas: 
 

–Index of Articles– 

http://www.emeraldashborer.info/news.cfm�
http://issuu.com/mnstsc/docs/forest_pest_manual_feb_2011_opt_1_�
http://www.americorps.gov/for_organizations/apply/nccc.asp#NCCC%20campuses�
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 Environmental Stewardship and Conservation - projects help preserve 
and enhance a community’s natural resources 

 Energy Conservation - projects promote energy efficient practices with 
organizations, communities, families, or individuals. 

 Natural & Other Disasters - projects address the needs of communities 
affected by floods, hurricanes, wildfires and other disasters. 

 Infrastructure Improvement - projects contribute to the safety and well 
being of community members through repairing and building structures. 

 Urban and Rural Development - projects address the special needs of 
communities in ways that improve the quality of life for citizens and the 
success of whole communities. 

 

Request for proposal information 

Those interested need to complete a Concept Form by April 20, 2012.  Contact 
Alana Svensen, asvensen@cns.gov, 319-472-9664 (ext. 19) for more 
information.   

 

Home Depot Community Impact Grants 
 
Grants, up to $5,000, are available to registered 501(c)(3) nonprofit 
organizations, public schools, or tax-exempt public service agencies 
in the U.S. that are using the power of volunteers to improve the physical health 
of their community.  Grants are given in the form of The Home Depot gift cards 
for the purchase of tools, materials or services.    
  
More competitive grant proposals will specifically identify projects for veterans, 
including (among other projects related to housing repair and weatherization): 
 
 Planting trees or community gardens and/or landscaping community facilities 

that serve veterans 
  
Grant proposals are being accepted through August 13, 2012.  Only proposals 
submitted through the online application process will be considered for funding.   
 
Home Depot Community Impact Grants 
 
Community Forest Program FAQ 
 
The Frequently Asked Questions document for the Community Forest and Open 
Space Conservation Program (CFP) has been updated and posted to the CFP 
website at http://www.fs.fed.us/spf/coop/programs/loa/cfp.shtml. 

–Index of Articles– 

http://www.serve.nebraska.gov/pdf/americorps/nccc-class-XVIII-rfp.pdf�
http://www.homedepotfoundation.org/how-we-help/grants.html�
http://www.fs.fed.us/spf/coop/programs/loa/cfp.shtml�
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The Community Forest Program provides grants to local governments, non-
profits and tribes to establish community forests that establish continuing and 
accessible community benefits. Total nationwide funding for the program is $3.15 
million and individual grants may not exceed $400,000. This program requires a 
50% non-federal cost-share match.  
 
The USFS Community Forest Program will be holding a call for projects until 
May 15, 2012. Applications can be mailed or submitted electronically to Nicole 
Potvin, WDNR Division of Forestry 101 S. Webster Street PO Box 7921, 
Madison, WI 53707. If applications are submitted electronically a hard copy must 
also be submitted. For more details see the federal register notice. You can also 
contact Forest Legacy Coordinator Nicole Potvin at (608)266-2388 or Amy Singh 
at 608-266-9805 for more information.  
 
More funding opportunities 
 
The Alliance for Community Trees is pleased to highlight funding opportunities 
that may be of interest to those in the urban greening community. See below for 
the latest available grants. Visit http://actrees.org/site/resources/funding/ for 
more grants and funding opportunities.  
 
Strong Cities, Strong Communities Fellowship Program 
Deadline: March 30, 2012 
 
Strong Cities, Strong Communities Fellowship Program, supported by a gift from 
the Rockefeller Foundation, is one component of the Strong Cities, Strong 
Communities (SC2) Initiative, is a federal interagency pilot initiative that aims to 
strengthen neighborhoods, cities, and regions by enhancing the capacity of local 
governments to develop and execute economic visions and strategies. 
 
Strong Cities, Strong Communities Fellowship Program  
 
EPA Green Infrastructure Technical Assistance Grants 
Deadline: April 6, 2012 
 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) is now accepting letters of interest from 
communities interested in receiving direct assistance for projects that facilitate 
the use of green infrastructure to protect water quality. Technical assistance will 
be provided through EPA contract support, and will be directed to watersheds/
sewersheds with significant water quality degradation associated with urban 
stormwater. 
 
EPA Green Infrastructure Technical Assistance Grants 

mailto:Nicole.Potvin@wisconsin.gov�
mailto:Nicole.Potvin@wisconsin.gov�
mailto:Nicole.Potvin@wisconsin.gov�
mailto:Nicole.Potvin@wisconsin.gov�
http://actrees.org/site/resources/funding/�
http://actrees.org/site/resources/funding/strong_cities_strong_communities_fellowship_p.php#more�
http://actrees.org/site/resources/funding/epa_green_infrastructure_technical_assistance.php#more�
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Webcast—iTree Streets: Keeping it Simple, 
Affordable and Useful 
 
April 4, 2012 
8:00–11:00 AM (Central) 
 
Have you wanted to complete a street tree inventory in your community, but 
have been a bit nervous about trying to learn new software?  Choosing the 
correct tools to use for data collection, archiving and analysis can be a daunting 
task. Many cooperators and partners have been asking for a workshop that could 
present the basics of how a community could utilize i-Tree Streets as the 
software tool to assist in the completion of a tree inventory in their city or town.   
 
In an attempt to respond to this need, the Massachusetts Dept. of Conservation 
& Recreation Urban Forestry Program, in conjunction with UNRI have planned a 
special workshop that can be attended via the web.  This live, interactive session 
can be viewed from the convenience of your own office, home or other location 
via the Internet.  It is intended to provide participants with the ability to attend the 
session and then immediately be comfortably able to use the software in a 
productive and confident manner. 
 
The April 4, 2012 UNRI Webcast session will feature David Bloniarz, USDA 
Forest Service; Mollie Freilicher, MA Department of Conservation and 
Recreation; and Anne Cumming of the USDA Forest Service. This webcast will 
cover a series of topics including: 

 i-Tree Streets basics 

 Download, install and understand the software components 

 Using a PDA or handheld GPS unit 

 How to use the new pest detection feature, IPED 

 Analyzing and reporting data using i-Tree Streets 

 

iTree Streets: Keeping it Simple, Affordable and Useful 
 
Midwest Urban Tree Care Forum (for 
students) 
 
April 13-14, Chicago, IL 
 
Since its inception in 2003, the Midwest Urban Tree 
Care Forum (MUTCF) has been providing students a 
unique opportunity to engage with professionals and 

–Index of Articles– 

http://www.unri.org/webcasts/#-treestreets�
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other students in urban forestry, arboriculture, horticulture, and other green 
industries and professions.  

 2-day field tour 
 20+ speakers 
 Lunches and formal dinner included 
 Hands-on service project 
 Career fair 
 Raffle and t-shirt 

 
Midwest Urban Tree Care Forum 
 
2012 Pesticide Applicator Training–Turf & Landscape 
 
March 29 – Waukesha  
April 2 – Waukesha  
 
To register for training or find more information on the University of Wisconsin-
Extension Pesticide Applicator Training (PAT) program, go to http://
ipcm.wisc.edu/pat/.  
 
Recent ACT webcasts available 
 
The following are recent webcasts made available for free download by the 
Alliance for Community Trees: 
 
 ACTrees People's Garden Grants 
 Creating Win-Win Internships 
 Storms Over Urban Forests II: Post-Event Response 
 Tree Technology- Part III: Social Media  
 
Learn more about or register for the ACT webcast series at http://actrees.org/
site/resources/webcasts/. 
 
More conferences, workshops & seminars 
 
For more conferences, seminars and upcoming events, check out the DNR 
Urban Forestry Web site and the Alliance for Community Trees Web site.  
 
 
Equipment Mechanic (Milwaukee) 
 
The City of Milwaukee is currently looking to fill the position of Equipment 
Mechanic III with the Department of Public Works, Operations Division – 

–Index of Articles– 
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Environmental Services. The position is responsible for repair and maintenance 
of all equipment within the Forestry Division.  
 
Urban Forestry Volunteer Coordinator (Minneapolis) 
 
The University of Minnesota is seeking to hire an Urban Forestry Volunteer 
Coordinator who will be responsible for running the day-to-day operations of the 
Minnesota Tree Care Advisor (TCA) program, as well as developing curriculum, 
scheduling and teaching update training, managing the data base and writing the 
annual report.   
 
The coordinator will also assist with the development of distance-learning options 
for volunteers in greater Minnesota, coordinating the training of community 
inventory volunteers, coordinating the recruitment and training of community 
volunteers for the Community Outreach Volunteer program. Also, the volunteer 
coordinator will be responsible for developing outreach materials for the various 
urban forestry volunteer programs in Minnesota. 
 
WhyAg.com job website launched 
 
A new website created through the Why Ag Initiative provides 
valuable educational and employment resources, easy-to-follow 
career road maps and an interactive Skills-to-Jobs Matrix that 
matches individual skills to position descriptions from the fields of agriculture, 
biotechnology and life sciences.  
 
Find out how your skills apply to a career in agriculture at www.WhyAg.com.  

–Index of Articles– 

About the Insider  
The Wisconsin Urban Forestry Insider is an electronic news bulletin produced by the Urban and 
Community Forestry program of the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources, in Madison, 
Wisconsin. The Insider is intended as a quick networking tool and information source for all people 
actively working in the area of urban and community forestry, especially in the state of Wisconsin. 
Items that cannot wait for our print/electronic newsletter, Wisconsin Urban & Community Forests, 
will appear here. 
 
Because the Insider connects to numerous outside sources it is typical for links not to be 
maintained for extended periods of time. All URLs are working on the date of distribution. 
 
We are happy to accept your article suggestions and contributions. Send them to the editor, at 
Dana.Dentice@Wisconsin.gov or call her at (608) 264-8944. 
 
Past and current issues of the Insider can be viewed at dnr.wi.gov, keyword “Insider” or go to 
http://dnr.wi.gov/topic/UrbanForests/newsletters.html.  
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