
 

Topics in this edition: 

 Dunn County Launches Plastic Film and Bag Recycling Awareness Program on June 12, 2014 

 DNR joins plastics recycling initiative: Retailers, industry and local governments reinvigorate plastics 
recycling  

 DNR offers guide for proper construction and demolition waste disposal  

THE SMALL B USINESS  ENVIRONMENTAL 
ASSISTANCE PR OGRAM 

DNR.WI .GOV, search “sma l l bus iness” 
DNRS mal lBus iness@WI .GOV • (855)  889 -3021 

   

Small Business Advisor - June - 2014 

Dunn County Launches Plastic Film and Bag Recycling Awareness Program on June 12, 
2014  
 
To help mark “Plastic Film and Bag Recycling Awareness Month” in Dunn County, a kick-off event will be held at Indianhead 

Enterprises at 12:30 p.m., June 12, 2014.  Dunn County has been chosen as part of a pilot program for a nationwide public outreach 

initiative to dramatically increase the recycle of plastic film packaging.  As a result Dunn County Solid Waste, in cooperation with 

Indianhead Enterprises, is now accepting plastic film product wraps and film to be recycled into Trex Company, Inc. composite 

decking.  

 

The Dunn County Solid Waste Division has already been accepting plastic bags at Area Collection Stations and at the Transfer 

Station and Recycling Center.  Now being accepted is plastic film such as dry cleaning bags, newspaper bags, plastic wrap around 

napkins, toilet paper, bottled water, etc.  By designating June as “Plastic Film and Bag Recycling Awareness Month”, Dunn County 

hopes to encourage businesses to recycle items such as stretch wrap, pallet wrap, furniture wrap, retail bags and more.  

 

The pilot program, called WRAP (Wrap Recycling Action Program) is made possible through coordination of both local and national 

organizations including the American Chemistry Council, Flexible Film Recycling Group, the Wisconsin Department of Natural 

Resources, Indianhead Enterprises, Inc. and Trex Company, Inc.  A grant from the Community Foundation of Dunn County was also 

integral to making this program possible.  

 

The June kick-off will feature a short presentation which will include State Senator Sheila Harsdorf, Menomonie Mayor Randy 

Knaack, County Board Chair Steve Rasmussen and Indianhead Enterprises, Inc. Board President Bill Johnson.  A tour of Indianhead 

Enterprises, Inc., light refreshments and a door prize from Trex Company, Inc. will follow.  

 

The kick-off will begin at 12:30 p.m., June 12, 2014, at Indianhead Enterprises, 1426 Indianhead Drive E, Menomonie, WI.  For more 

information, or for businesses interested in this new recycling opportunity, please contact the Dunn County Solid Waste Division office 

at 715-232-4017.  
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DNR joins plastics recycling initiative  
Retailers, industry and local governments reinvigorate plastics recycling  

MADISON – The Department of Natural Resources has joined a statewide public-private initiative to reduce plastic waste and 

increase plastic film recycling in the Badger State.  

The Wisconsin Wrap Recycling Action Program (WRAP) enlists retailers, manufacturers and local governments in collecting 

recyclable plastic film from their own operations and the public.  

Grocery and other retail stores, distribution centers, volunteer groups and local governments can support Wisconsin WRAP by 

collecting their own plastic case wrapping, bags and packaging material by setting up a local collection program and by registering 

their locations as community drop-off centers.  Private citizens can participate by recycling their clean and dry packaging wrap.  

The DNR’s website provides free information on how to recycle plastic bags and film and how to find local drop-off locations.  The site 

also provides free education materials, signs and posters for local governments, businesses, volunteers or civic groups expanding 

their plastic film recycling and outreach efforts.   

“It’s a great chance for local businesses and organizations to accomplish something positive for the environment and create jobs in 

Wisconsin while keeping valuable materials out of local landfills,” said Cynthia Moore of the DNR’s Waste and Materials Management 

Program.  

Plastic film recycling recovers clean, dry plastic wrap, bags and film and reuses them as raw material for manufacturing products, like 

new plastic bags, composite lumber, park benches and playground equipment.  

While wrap, bags and film are in high demand, many people are not aware they are recyclable.  Retail drop-off points are crucial to 

the WRAP project because plastic wrap, bags and film clog curbside recycling machinery and are difficult to separate from other 

materials.  The plastics industry strongly encourages recyclers to use retail drop-off locations rather than include them in curbside 

collection programs.  

“What truly makes WRAP unique is the way it gives businesses and local governments the control to fuel and expand their own 

recycling success,” said Moore, “In this way, local governments and industry become recycling leaders.”  

For more information on plastic wrap and film recycling, or how your business or community can join the initiative, visit the DNR’s 

website or contact Cynthia Moore at (608) 267-7550.  

DNR offers guide for proper construction and demolition waste disposal  

MADISON - Contractors, consultants and construction firms in the business of building and demolition are reminded to check out free 

information available on-line from the Department of Natural Resources to help safely manage hazardous waste and other materials.  

"Planning Your Demolition or Renovation Project" is a simple, step-by-step checklist from the DNR for identifying and evaluating 

hazardous waste, recyclables and other waste during construction and remodeling work.  

The publication is available for free in English [PDF] and Spanish [PDF] by searching the DNR website dnr.wi.gov for keyword 

"construction," and looking under the tab for "Waste and Debris."  

"To avoid project delays and account for any necessary pre-demolition or renovation activities, Wisconsin builders and re-developers 

should consult this checklist before developing a project calendar," said Amy Walden, DNR Waste Management Program specialist.  

Walden added that, prior to demolition, workers should conduct a walkthrough to identify and remove any containers of hazardous 

material - e.g., oil-based paints, herbicides, paint thinner, oil - from the site. These containers should be separated for proper disposal 

to an off-site facility. The DNR has a pilot project [PDF] for managing contractor-generated hazardous waste.  

THE SMALL B USINESS  ENVIRONMENTAL 
ASSISTANCE PR OGRAM 

DNR.WI .GOV, search “sma l l bus iness” 
DNRS mal lBus iness@WI .GOV • (855)  889 -3021 

http://dnr.wi.gov/topic/recycling/bags.html�
http://dnr.wi.gov/topic/recycling/bags.html�
http://dnr.wi.gov/topic/recycling/bags.html�
http://dnr.wi.gov/topic/recycling/bags.html�
http://dnr.wi.gov/topic/recycling/bags.html�
http://dnr.wi.gov/files/PDF/pubs/wa/WA651.pdf�
http://dnr.wi.gov/files/PDF/pubs/wa/WA1676.pdf�
http://dnr.wi.gov/�
http://dnr.wi.gov/topic/Demo�
http://dnr.wi.gov/files/pdf/pubs/wa/wa654.pdf�


 3 

"We're providing these resources to help building owners, contractors and other trade professionals make the decisions necessary to 

keep their workers safe and their projects successful," said Walden.  

An asbestos inspection and notification to the DNR are also required, said Walden, before starting a non-residential demolition project 

and, in some cases, for renovation projects.  

Contractors and companies that work with structures should be familiar with the potential hazardous waste in their workplace, such as 

asbestos and lead paint. Information on training and certification for asbestos and lead is available through the Wisconsin Department 

of Health Services.  

For project-specific questions, contact your local DNR Waste Program staff person listed under "Staff contacts" on the waste 

information pages of the DNR website.  

More information on proper disposal for construction and demolition project materials - including how to collect and recycle debris - is 
available by searching the DNR website dnr.wi.gov for keyword "construction."  

You can also contact WasteCap Resource Solutions www.wastecap.org (exit DNR) for training and resource information regarding 
construction and demolition.  
FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT: Amy Walden, 608-266-0272  
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