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May is Clean Air Month. Your business can help make a difference!  

May is Clean Air Month, and the Department of Natural Resources is celebrating our state’s clean air and the part each 

of us plays in improving our state’s air quality.  

Your business can be an important player in keeping our air clean. Now is the perfect time to make sure you are up to 

date on state and federal air emission regulations. The DNR’s Small Business Environmental Assistance Program can 

help you do just that. Visit our website by going to http://dnr.wi.gov and searching “small business”. There you can find a 

wide variety of resources on managing your air emissions. If you have any questions, contact us at the Small Business 

Environmental Assistance Hotline 855-889-3021 or email us at DNRSmallBusiness@wisconsin.gov.  

 “We are breathing healthier air and continuing to see positive trends in air quality thanks to the partnership among 

businesses, citizens and the department,” said DNR Air Management Program Director Bart Sponseller.   

Wisconsin celebrates Clean Air Month and reminds us that “It all adds up 

to cleaner air”  

By Lindsay Haas, Air Quality Educator, DNR Bureau of Air Management  

May is Clean Air Month, and the Department of Natural Resources is celebrating our state’s clean air and the part each 

of us plays in improving our state’s air quality.  

“It All Adds Up To Cleaner Air” is the agency’s theme for the annual spring event. Visit the Clean Air Month web page for 

tips on reducing air emissions, an opportunity to sign-up for air quality notices, and information on the Department’s 

annual poetry contest for third, fourth and fifth grade students in Wisconsin.  
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“At your DNR, we continue to work hard so Wisconsin citizens can enjoy some of the cleanest air in the nation.” said 

DNR Secretary Cathy Stepp. She noted that the agency’s Wisconsin Air Quality Trends Report 2014 once again 

revealed a positive trend toward cleaner air, representing years of action to reduce pollution emissions. Overall, trends 

continue to show improved air quality since the 1980s.  

Here are other successes from the past year:  

 EPA published a Federal Register Notice on April 22, 2014, proposing to redesignate three Wisconsin counties to 

attainment for fine particle pollution. These are the last three counties in the state to meet the 2006 24-hour PM 2.5 (fine 

particle pollution) health standard. All other counties previously met the standard. 

 Wisconsin has its lowest number of counties in “nonattainment” since the enactment of the Clean Air Act 

Amendments of 1990, which is significant considering that air quality standards have become increasingly more 

stringent.  

 Except for Sheboygan County and a portion of Kenosha County, all counties are meeting the current 2008 federal air 

quality standards for ground level ozone pollution.  

The department launched an updated air quality mapping tool enabling the public to view real-time air quality 

information. 

“We are breathing healthier air and continuing to see positive trends in air quality thanks to the partnership among 

businesses, citizens and the department,” said DNR Air Management Program Director Bart Sponseller.  “Businesses 

and citizens across our state continue to support our clean air mission by the voluntary actions they take each and every 

day.”  

To learn more about the “It all adds up to cleaner air” theme, visit the Do A Little Save a Lot page.    

EPA Announces Funding Availability to Clean Up Diesel Engines 

Nationwide 

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has announced the availability of $9 million in grant funding for clean 
diesel projects to reduce diesel pollution and emissions exposure from the nation's existing fleet of diesel engines.  
 
The funding comes from EPA’s Diesel Emission Reduction Program (DERA) and will target the most cost-effective 
projects and fleets operating in areas designated as poor air quality areas. 

Diesel engines are extremely efficient but emit air pollutants such as nitrogen oxides (NOx) and particulate matter (PM). 

These pollutants are linked to a range of serious health problems including asthma, lung and heart disease, other 

respiratory ailments, and even premature death. 

 

Various strategies are eligible for achieving diesel emission reductions, such as installing verified exhaust control and 

idle reduction devices, and vehicle and engine replacement. Projects may include school buses, transit buses, heavy-

duty diesel trucks, marine engines, locomotives, and other diesel engines. 
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Since the start of the DERA program in 2008, it has improved air quality and provided critical health benefits by reducing 

hundreds of thousands of tons of air pollution and saving millions of gallons of fuel. EPA estimates that clean diesel fund-

ing generates up to $13 of public health benefit for every $1 spent on diesel projects. 

 

The closing date for receipt of proposals is June 17, 2014. 

 

More information and to access the Request for Proposals and other documents: http://www.epa.gov/cleandiesel/

prgnational.htm 

 

More information on EPA’s National Clean Diesel campaign: http://www.epa.gov/cleandiesel 

Comments on the Proposed Drinking Water Handbook due June 9, 2014 

Many small businesses are required to follow drinking water guidelines for their private wells. The proposed guidance 

document on safe drinking water is available for review public comment. Public comments are due by June 9, 2014.  

“An Owner’s/Operator’s Handbook for Safe Drinking Water for Transient Non-community Public Drinking Water Sys-

tems” was developed for use by Department staff and owners/operators of transient non-community (TN) public water 

systems in the state of Wisconsin. The handbook is designed to help develop, assess and maintain a quality water sup-

ply that is compliant with federal and state drinking water regulations. The handbook highlights what legal obligations 

need to be met to remain compliant and will help provide consumers with safe drinking water. More information regard-

ing the guidance and the proposed guidance document may be found here, under drinking water: http://dnr.wi.gov/news/

input/Guidance.html  

The Department is now soliciting comments from external stakeholders. Once the 21 day notice period is complete, all 

comments will be considered, revisions will be made to the guidance as needed, and final guidance will be made availa-

ble to the appropriate internal   and external stakeholders.  

Comments related to this draft guidance should be sent to: Mark Pauli, mark.pauli@wisconsin.gov; (715) 365-8912. 

Comments are due by June 9, 2014.  

 

Wisconsin, other Great Lakes states team up to fight aquatic invasive species  

CHICAGO - A tri-state public service announcement is just the latest example of Wisconsin teaming up with neighboring 

states to help prevent the spread of aquatic invasive species.  

While Wisconsin continues to work with its partners at home to meet the challenges of aquatic invasive species in its 

inland waters, the state is forging ahead with new regional efforts aimed at pooling resources and efforts to better and 

more efficiently protect the Great Lakes from new invaders, state environmental officials say. In turn, those efforts will 

better protect inland waters as well.  

DISCLAIMER — This document is intended solely as guidance and does not contain any mandatory requirements except where requirements found in statute or administrative rule are 
referenced. This guidance does not establish or affect legal rights or obligations and is not finally determinative of any of the issues addressed. This guidance does not create any rights 
enforceable by any party in litigation with the State of Wisconsin or the Department of Natural Resources. Any regulatory decisions made by the Department of Natural Resources in any matter 
addressed by this guidance will be made by applying the governing statutes and administrative rules to the relevant facts. 
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