
Table 1: Recyclable Materials Collected by Wisconsin Responsible Units (in tons)

Mandatory Reporting - Banned1 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010
Old corrugated cardboard (OCC) 37,709 40,621 40,610 39,508 41,549 38,726 40,830 40,899 55,907 49,178 62,433
All other paper2 229,693 224,958 217,367 219,348 226,504 219,363 223,281 215,379 228,227 218,138 194,744
Aluminum containers 6,292 6,250 6,026 6,554 6,637 6,074 6,063 5,715 3,921 4,036 5,297
Steel (tin)/bimetal containers 21,519 22,258 22,049 21,849 19,971 19,189 19,107 16,931 12,072 11,945 15,950
Glass containers 78,137 78,785 80,474 79,917 73,352 73,583 73,803 68,777 93,152 90,275 101,981
Plastic containers #1-7 22,752 22,592 22,038 23,428 21,853 20,598 22,855 21,339 30,547 37,034 35,192
Co-mingled materials 9,056 8,435 8,792 6,518 20,049 32,959 33,176 42,004 0 0 0
Foam polystyrene packaging3 21 16 28 474 633 0 1 3 0 0 0
Total Mandatory Reporting 405,179 403,915 397,384 397,596 410,548 410,492 419,116 411,047 423,825 410,606 415,598

 
Optional Reporting - Banned1  
Appliances 11,958 12,684 14,726 10,956 9,404 6,416 5,291 5,869 5,270 4,317 4,045
Tires 8,549 6,453 6,001 6,459 5,672 4,826 4,367 4,790 5,347 5,313 5,605
Batteries (lead acid) 534 580 1,309 760 642 729 488 490 961 602 468
Used oil 3,915 3,781 3,891 3,922 3,597 3,896 3,412 2,852 5,205 2,743 2,868
Electronics4 2,366
Subtotal Option Reporting - Banned w/o Yard Waste 24,956 23,498 25,927 22,097 19,315 15,867 13,558 14,001 16,783 12,975 15,352
Yard waste 252,479 260,047 248,165 260,396 281,506 283,489 267,338 241,149 275,846 270,937 252,581
Total optional reporting (banned items) 277,435 283,545 274,092 282,493 300,821 299,356 280,896 255,150 292,629 283,911 265,567

Subtotal Tons (All banned material) 682,614 687,460 671,476 680,089 711,369 709,848 700,012 666,197 716,455 694,517 681,165
 

Optional Reporting - Non-Banned  
Scrap metal 10,568 13,139 15,999 19,095 14,232 16,434 17,231 13,399 17,851 13,757 21,836
Used clothing/textiles 253 192 1,081 348 325 141 165 355 351 456 402
Electronics4 929 447 846 1,023 1,307 1,633
Miscellaneous recyclables 37,148 26,265 25,937 36,078 2,768 1,362 296 8,744 0 0 0
Total Optional Non-Banned 47,969 39,596 43,017 55,521 18,254 18,384 18,538 23,521 19,509 15,846 22,237

Total Mandatory Reporting 405,179 403,915 397,384 397,596 410,548 410,492 419,116 411,047 423,825 410,606 415,598
Total All Optional Reporting 325,404 323,141 317,109 338,014 319,075 317,740 299,434 278,671 312,138 299,757 287,805
Total tons reported 730,583 727,056 714,493 735,610 729,623 728,232 718,550 689,718 735,964 710,363 703,403

WI Population 5,330,710 5,422,403 5,468,051 5,504,078 5,552,607 5,601,136 5,617,744 5,668,543 5,696,578 5,688,040 5,686,986
Per capita mandatory reporting (lbs) 152 149 145 144 148 147 149 145 149 144 146
Per capita total (lbs) 274 268 261 267 263 260 256 243 258 250 247

4 Electronics were banned from landfills starting in 2010

Note: in 2008, the DNR changed the format of the Recycling Accomplishments and Actual Costs Annual Report completed by recycling responsible units (RUs). As a result, the breakdown by 
material for the mandatory reporting is now based on percentages of these materials shipped by the facilities that process residential recyclables. Direct comparisons of tons by material type 
between 2008 and previous years should be made with caution.

1 Wisconsin Recycling Law bans these materials from landfills
2 Includes some non-banned paper, primarily residential mixed paper
3 Variance - released from bans
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