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Placing memorials on State Natural Areas 
 

Introduction 

 
Placing an inscribed memorial on a designated State Natural Area may be allowed to acknowledge a gift or 
personal service, a significant contribution to natural resources management, or to note a significant historical 
or cultural event on the property. A memorial is defined as any man-made object with an inscription, and may 
be a permanent plaque on a stone, a bench, or signage for examples. A memorial recognizing an individual 
who simply had a personal attachment to the property is not allowed. 
 

Procedure for approving memorials 

 
1. Proposals shall be sent to the Director, Bureau of Natural Heritage Conservation (NHC) for 

consideration. All memorials shall be evaluated for placement, maintenance and conformity with Manual 
Code 2281.1.  

2. Proposals shall be evaluated by NHC staff and the designated property manager. If staff recommends 
approval or if the memorial is controversial, the proposal may be forwarded to the Council by the 
Director, BNHC, for advice. In evaluating the proposal, the Council shall consider factors such as 
location, size, and appearance of the plaque, sign or memorial so that it minimizes visual intrusiveness 
and potential environmental disturbance and is not located in the critical natural habitat of the SNA; and 
whether the specific proposal is an appropriate recognition of the individual or group involved. 

 

Removal of memorials 

 
Consistent with the goals of the Natural Areas program, memorials may be removed by natural processes, 
when part of an approved restoration project or as specified in Manual Code 2281.1.  
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