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Control of Fire on State Natural Areas

Fire is a natural force essential to the perpetuation of many natural communities and should be allowed to 
contribute to ecological succession and stability.  There are, however, overriding considerations that may 
require the suppression of fire on natural areas.  Among these are the small size of the natural area, the nature 
of the ecological community, the threat that fire burning on a natural area represents to neighboring lands, 
and prevailing weather conditions.  These natural areas should be identified by the Bureau of Endangered 
Resources and district personnel who are involved in and familiar with their management and maintenance.

Fire may originate either inside or outside of the natural area.  Fires of either origin can be classified in one of 
two ways.

Acceptable fires:  these contribute to management objectives.  These can be prescribed burns, ignitions 
deliberately carried out by employees, or ignitions caused by lightning or human activity.  No fire is 
acceptable unless a fire policy has been adopted as part of the management plan for the natural area.

Unacceptable fires:  these are fires that are counter to or exceed management objectives.

Acceptable fires are normally allowed to burn.  Unacceptable fires are suppressed.  The final decision 
regarding fire action taken on a natural area is the responsibility of the forest fire suppression agency having 
jurisdiction.

Fire is normally acceptable:
• where it does not threaten life or improvements;

• on natural areas where fire is not likely to escape to adjacent lands;
• particularly in prairies, savannas, and barrens;

• where the cost of suppression would be excessive when compared to the value of the resource being 
protected;
• when the ecosystem to be protected is easily restored naturally if altered by fire;

• where the value of existing use of the natural area would be neither destroyed nor significantly reduced.

Certain natural areas because of size, rarity, presence of species of concern, community type, state of 
management, threat to other property, etc., should be exempt from the general policy.  Fires of any nature 
occurring on these areas should be suppressed quickly and with minimum disruption.

Certain fire suppression tactics and techniques, especially plowed firelines, can be detrimental to ecosystem 
integrity and are not appropriately used in natural areas.  Fire suppression tactics and techniques normally 
acceptable include the use of:

• vehicles operating on access roads and established firebreaks;
• hand tools;
• portable pumps and hose lays;
• foam; and
• air drops (water)

Fire suppression impacts on natural areas should be ameliorated and litter removed.  Damaged, dead, and 
dying trees will be removed only when they pose a hazard. Adopted: April 1989


