Answers to Frequently Asked Questions
about Project Boundaries and Land Acquisition
in the proposed Glacial Heritage Area project

This fact sheet is intended to answer common questions that landowners, residents, and local officials
may have about Department of Natural Resources’
project boundaries and potential land acquisition.
Land for the proposed GHA project would only be
acquired from those landowners willing to sell or
donate land or land rights.

Q: What is a Project Boundary and how does it
affect landowners?

A: The project boundaries drawn for the proposed
GHA project simply identify those areas within
which the Department or a partner organization
would like to purchase some land from willing sellers to create or expand a conservation park, wildlife
or natural area, or river-based conservation area.
The establishment of a project boundary affects
landowners within the boundary in one basic way –
it provides the option to sell land to the Department at fair market value at some time in the
future.

The Department, or partner organizations, would
only make an offer to purchase land if:
• the landowner is interested in selling land,
• acquisition funds are available, and
• the land will help meet the goals of the

proposed recreation or conservation area.
No one is under any obligation to sell land,
nor does the creation or expansion of a project
boundary subject land to any new restrictions
or regulations.

Owning property within a project boundary
simply provides landowners (and future owners)
the possibility to sell land at fair market value to
the Department or other partner groups as part of
the GHA project. Fair market value would be de-

termined by an independent appraisal.

What is the GHA ?
The proposed Glacial Heritage Area (GHA) would
link parks, preserves, wildlife and natural areas, and
other conservation lands to nearby cities and villages with different types of trails. This network of
“strings and pearls” is intended to provide readily
accessible opportunities for residents and visitors
to get outdoors and participate in hiking, biking,
wildlife watching, fishing, paddling, hunting,
horseback riding, camping, and other naturebased activities.
The existing collection of parks, boat landings,
wildlife and natural areas, and trails forms the
foundation of the GHA. Some strategic expansions and additions are needed to create a more
useable network; thus the groups helping to implement the project would need to acquire land
through donation, purchase, or a combination of
both, from willing sellers.

Q: How were the Project Boundaries drawn?
A: The project boundaries were drawn as part of
the “Feasibility Study” assessing whether it is
practicable for the Department and its partners
to establish, acquire, develop, and manage properties for the Glacial Heritage
Area project. The study
takes into account the area’s
physical and biological environment and its capabilities,
the views of the public, and
the availability of funding
and staffing to successfully
accomplish the purposes of
the proposed project. The Department is leading the study in cooperation with Jefferson
County and a group of citizens representing
local units of governments and recreation,
conservation, and economic interests.

Glacial Heritage Area

Q: Are there lands within a Project Boundary
that would not be considered for purchase?

A: Yes.

In nearly all cases, the project boundaries
follow roads. This is done simply to make it easier to portray where these boundaries are located
and to ensure that adequate public access is
available for lands that may be acquired in the
future. However, a consequence of this approach is that many homes, farmsteads, and
other improvements are located within the project boundaries. The intent is to primarily
acquire undeveloped land within the project
boundaries, not the improvements.
The GHA project
would provide high
quality outdoor
recreation opportunities and protect
ecologically important lands. As such,
interest generally is in larger undeveloped tracts.
Also, the Department’s general policy is not to
purchase large tracts of prime farmland.

Q: Is there any flexibility in where these conservation parks, linking trails, river corridors,
and wildlife areas would be located within
the Project Boundaries?

Q: Would the Project Boundary affect my property’s value or taxes?
A: No. A project boundary just identifies an area
within which the Department is authorized to
offer to purchase land. As a result, owning land
within a project boundary should not affect its
value or the corresponding property taxes. A
separate fact sheet is available that describes in
more detail property tax issues.

Q: What groups would be involved in implementing the GHA project and buying land?

A:

From its inception, the proposed GHA has
been a collaborative venture that incorporates
the visions and perspectives of many different
partners. Throughout the design and planning
phases, a variety of local and state interests and
groups have been closely involved in shaping
the proposed project. Going forward, these
groups (which include local units of government, land trusts, nonprofit conservation
groups, and businesses) and many others will
need to leverage their unique expertise and
strengths to help implement the GHA. It is
anticipated that the DNR, county parks departments, and land trusts will lead most land
acquisitions.

A: Yes.

By design there is flexibility in both the location and size of where the recreation and conservation lands could be sited. The project
boundaries encompass areas greater in size than
the proposed new or expanded conservation
parks, river-based conservation areas, and wildlife areas.
Thus, landowner interest in the project over
time would determine the ultimate locations of
these places. Further, this approach allows the
Department and partners to focus their efforts
on working with interested landowners as opportunities arise.

For more information about the GHA project, visit:

http://dnr.wi.gov/org/land/facilities/glacial/index.html

Q: What types of lands would the Department
and partner groups like to acquire?

A: The planning process leading to the development
of the proposed GHA project identified a number
of places that could help meet the desired recreation and conservation goals. These places are organized by their roles within the overall GHA project: conservation parks, linking trails, river-based
conservation areas, and wildlife areas. A separate
brochure describing the proposed GHA project
has a map showing the proposed locations of these
different components of the proposed network.
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