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"Green Tier" status for county landfill

Posted: Jun 01, 2011 7:45 PM CDT
By Dustin Luecke - email

LA CROSSE, Wisconsin (WXOW) - La Crosse County's solid waste
disposal facility can now consider themselves the first public landfill in the
state to achieve "Green Tier" status.

What this means is the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources
recognizes the work that the county does to ensure its solid waste disposal
is environmentally friendly above and beyond standard DNR regulations.

Part of this deals with the county's continued commitment to waste to
% energy recycling--that includes a partnership with Gundersen Lutheran, for
which they're constructing a new waste-to-power generator set for

completion this fall.

"This partnership and this project alone is really | think the poster child for how to do things right in
Wisconsin," said DNR Secretary Cathy Stepp. "It's given me an opportunity to visit here and to be able to
go around the state and brag about all the things going on here in La Crosse County. | mean, this is really
what people care about--what are we doing to sustain going forward for our children and grandchildren?
This is a great example of that."

Officials estimate the new facility will cost more than $3 million to complete, but they say the other part of
going "green" is conserving money. And becoming environmentally friendly saves taxpayer dollars in the
long-run.
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