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SUBJECT:  Berres Brothers Coffee Roasters Welcomed into DNR’s Green Tier program 

 

WATERTOWN –Berres Brothers Coffee Roasters welcomed customers, state and local 

officials, and members of the community to their Watertown facility today to celebrate the 

company’s acceptance into Green Tier. Wisconsin’s Green Tier program, which partners 

sustainably-minded organizations with DNR, recognizes companies like Berres Brothers who 

seek to grow their business while improving the health of the environment.  

Watertown Mayor Ron Krueger spoke at today’s event and commended Berres 

Brothers for their leadership in Watertown’s business community and their outstanding 

corporate citizenship. DNR Secretary Cathy Stepp presented Berres Brothers president Peter 

Berres with a certificate of Green Tier participation and lauded the company’s dedication to the 

community’s fiscal and environmental wellbeing. 

“Every morning when someone picks up a cup of Berres Brothers coffee, they know 

they’re supporting Wisconsin’s economy and environment” said Stepp. “DNR is very proud to 

add Berres Brothers Coffee Roasters to the ranks of Green Tier businesses committed to 

growing and sustaining their communities.”  

Once accepted into Green Tier, a company designs and implements an Environmental 

Management System (EMS) to both guide future sustainability efforts and monitor the progress 

of their current environmental initiatives. The EMS ‘Plan, Do, Check, Act’ model is so important 

to Berres Brothers that they have incorporated the message into a new ‘green’ logo for future 

use on marketing materials. 

“When the Green Tier program was first presented to me I really liked the idea but was 

concerned about getting employee buy in” said company president Peter Berres. “I think you 

will find out that our green team has enthusiastically embraced this program and taken great 
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pride in being part of leading the citizens of Wisconsin in being committed to sustaining our 

environment”. 

An important initiative at Berres Brothers— waste reduction— starts in the café, where 

Styrofoam cups have been replaced with compostable cups for travel or reusable stoneware 

mugs for in-house use. A simple mechanical modification to the packaging process has 

removed one half inch of film from each bag of coffee and conserved more than a mile of 

plastic in the last two months alone, and Berres Brothers is currently on pace to divert almost 

60,000 plastic packages from their waste stream each year. 

New this year to the Berres Brothers facility are rain gardens designed to prevent 

approximately 98% of total suspended solids in the water from leaving the site. Planted with 

native prairie grasses and vegetation, the rain gardens have so far reduced the peak water 

runoff from the Berres Brothers property by 97% which will help reduce the risk of flooding in 

the Rock River watershed. 

Though there are many new innovations planned, Berres Brothers will continue to 

expand initiatives already in place. Currently, 25% of Berres Brothers’ packaging production is 

done at Bethesda Lutheran Communities, a Watertown organization providing support services 

for individuals with intellectual and developmental disabilities. Locating part of Berres Brothers 

production here provides work for residents at Bethesda and future plans include moving an 

additional 20% of production there, to continue building a sustainable community in the 

Watertown area. 

In exchange for a commitment to superior environmental performance, DNR grants 

benefits to Tier 1 participants including public recognition of participation, a single point of 

contact at DNR, the use of the Green Tier logo in marketing materials, and more. 

If you would like to learn more about Berres’ sustainability efforts, please visit 

http://dnr.wi.gov/org/caer/cea/environmental/participants/berres/index.htm  or 

http://www.berresbrothers.com/. 
 
 


