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History of the River

In the mid-1800s, the Crivitz area was a wild territory. After
the Great Peshtigo Fire in 1871, a wave of new immigrants
began sweeping through the area. Many of these new
immigrants came as adventurers, but many came to help
rebuild the area. Logging and sawmills were the major
industries until the forested lands became depleted from over
harvesting and wildfire. It was during this time the cut over
and burned forestland was converted to agricultural land and
construction of the dams began on the Peshtigo River.

The Peshtigo River originates north of Crandon, W1, near
the source of the Wolf River. The river flows through Forest
and Marinette Counties before emptying into Green Bay,
seven miles southeast of the city of Peshtigo. The Peshtigo
meanders its way through heavy forestlands, wooded
lowlands, farmlands, and marshy sloughs. An interesting
fact about the Peshtigo River is that it has more and larger
rapids for its length than any other river in Wisconsin.

This fact, together with its high and rocky banks, assured
numerous sites for dams. The primary function of the dams
is the generation of electrical energy for northeast Wisconsin,
but they also contribute to the recreational enjoyment and
economic progress and stability of this area.

The High Falls Dam was constructed during 1907-1911,
and began operation around 1911. The Caldron Falls Dam
was constructed during 1924-1926 and began operation
during 1925. The Johnson Falls Dam was constructed from
1922-1924 and operation began in 1924. The Bagley (Potato
Rapids) dam didn’t begin operation until about 1959.
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History of Good Stewardship

In 2001, the state began acquiring this property from Wisconsin
Public Service. In 2004, the final land transfer was complete and
state ownership now comprises over 9,200 acres, plus over 3,000
acres of submerged land.

The Peshtigo River State Forest is managed by the Department of
Natural Resources. A Master Plan was approved by the Natural
Resources Board in September 2007. The Plan spells out how the
property will be managed, used and developed, how it will look,
and the benefits it will provide. It defines the recreational uses,
forestry and other land management practices in addition to other
aspects of the property’s future use and development.

Forest Management

Forestry management goals for the Northern State Forests are
determined in their master plans. The most important goal the
Division of Forestry has for managing our forests, and one of the
reasons this property was established, is to manage and protect
the water quality of the Peshtigo River and its flowages, while
enhancing wildlife habitat, fisheries, aesthetics, recreation, and to
supply quality wood products. These goals are established through
the principles of sustainable forestry.
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Sustainable forestry means managing the land according to its
natural capability to provide a wide array of benefits for now and
the future. Ecological benefits of sustainable forestry on the PRSF
include protection of the soils, water quality, native biological
diversity, and aquatic and terrestrial wildlife habitat. Examples

of social benefits include outdoor recreation opportunities,

and aesthetic enjoyment. The forest also provides a sustained
flow of wood products which is an economic benefit to nearby
communities and to Wisconsin as a whole.

Timber sales are established to accomplish many different types of
forest management objectives such as producing timber, improving
forest health, creating wildlife habitat, increasing tree species
diversity, and ensuring adequate forest regeneration. Sawtimber,
pulpwood, fuelwood and other forest products can be produced
over and over again by using sustainable forest management
practices. The availability of wood products on a sustained

basis helps support the second largest industry in Wisconsin and
provides job opportunities for many people.

Wildlife

The forests surrounding the Peshtigo Flowages provide abundant
food, water, and shelter for a variety of species, such as songbirds,
turkeys, white-tailed deer, black bears, and butterflies to name a
few. The waters of the flowages provide habitat for many species
of waterfowl, bald eagles, Sandhill Cranes, ospreys, common
loons, and Great Blue Herons. The flowages are also home to
many furbearers as well as various species of amphibians and
reptiles. There are numerous opportunities to observe and enjoy
wildlife in a remote and wild setting, but please remember to
observe from a distance. In particular, to minimize disturbance,
make sure to stay at least 100 yards away from eagle and osprey
nests.

Driftwood

Driftwood provides valuable fish and wildlife habitat and adds
to the unique character of the flowages. It is rapidly disappearing
through natural processes and from illegal harvest. Removal of
driftwood from the property is prohibited by law.

We also ask that you do not attempt to burn driftwood. Generally
driftwood is water logged and does not burn well, even if it
appears dry on the outside.

Garbage and Waste

Garbage containers are not provided on the state forest. All refuse
must be carried out. For those of you using the canoe campsites
please do not leave your items “for the next camper.” Generally,
these things are not appreciated by your fellow campers and can
distract from the rustic setting. Please leave the forest cleaner than
when you arrived.
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Forest Rules

This information is intended to help you during your visit
to the state forest. For complete rules and regulations,
contact the forest office or a Ranger.

State Property—Do not remove, deface or destroy any
natural growth, signs or other Department property. Please
do not enter any locked or area posted closed.

Vehicle Admission Sticker—A vehicle admission sticker
must be attached to the windshield by its own adhesive
when a motor vehicle is operated in Old Veteran’s Lake
Campground.

Motor Vehicle Operation—All visitors are required to
operate their vehicles within posted speed limits, and park
only in designated areas. Vehicles must be legally registered
to operate in the state forest.

Personal Conduct—Disorderly or excessively boisterous
conduct is prohibited on state lands. At no time may noise
on a campsite create a disturbance to other forest users.

Personal Property—Storage of your personal property
on state forest land is prohibited. This includes storing ice
shanties and mooring boats at boat landings; as well as
removing deer stands at the close of hunting hours each
day.

Pets—All pets must be on a leash no longer than 8 feet in
the campground. Please clean up after your pet. Pets are
prohibited in buildings and on groomed cross-country ski
trails.

Camping—Camping is available at the state forest
campground, Old Veteran’s Lake. Only one family or a
group of six people are permitted on one site. Only registered
campers are allowed in the campground after 11:00 p.m.
Fees required. Canoe camping is permitted on 10 canoe
campsites that are accessible by watercraft only. Camping
on islands, along the shoreline, or on undesignated sites is
prohibited.

Litter—Please carry out all refuse and recyclables with you.

Please leave the forest cleaner than when you arrived.

Fires—Do not leave fires unattended and extinguish all fires
before leaving. Burning of household refuse is prohibited.

Snowmobiles—Are allowed on designated trails only.

ATVs—Are not permitted on or off trails in the Forest.
Winter use on snowmobile trails is permitted. [llegal ATV
use is strictly prohibited. ATV’s are permitted on the ATV
trail parallel to Johnson Falls Road.
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Emergency Information

Bay Area Medical Center 1-888-788-2070

Marinette

Ambulance 911
Poison Control 911, or 1-800-222-1222
Marinette County Sheriff 911, 715/732-7600
715/757-3965

Forest Headquarters

Telephones Located:
Country Convenience Gas Station
intersection of County Road X and Deer Lake Rd.

Corner Convenience Gas Station
intersection of County Road W and Parkway Rd.

Red Pine Amoco Gas station
intersection of County Road C and Parkway Rd.

Peshtigo River State Forest
N10008 Paust Lane
Crivitz, WI 54114
715-757-3965
http://dnr.wi.gov/forestry/StateForests/SF-Peshtigo/

The Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources provides
equal opportunity in its employment, programs, services,
and functions under an Affirmative Action Plan. If you have
any questions, please write to Equal Opportunity Office,
Department of Interior, Washington, D.C. 20240.

This publication is available in alternative format (large
print, Braille, audio tape, etc) upon request. Please call
(608) 267-7494 for more information.
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The data shown on this map have been obtained from various sources, and are
of varying age, reliability, and resolution. This map is not an authoritative source
of information about legal land ownership or public access.

*Due to scale and processing limitations, some County Forest parcels depicted on
the map are shown as full 40-acre units. In reality, actual County Forest acreage

amounts may be much smaller than 40 a

cres.
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