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Wisconsin’s Forest Ecosvstem

Forests...More Than Just Trees

Forests today cover 46 percent of Wisconsin. They are a complex community of plants, animals, and non-living parts that constantly change, grow, and interact
with each other. Some forest inhabitants depend on large areas of continuous forest cover, others prefer living near the forest’s edge. Some need young forests,
others require mature forests. Even dead trees lying on the forest floor become habitat and contribute to biodiversity.

Wisconsin’s forests today are the result of years of research, management and care by many dedicated citizens, conservation leaders and resource professionals.
Forests touch our lives daily through the products they produce and the many ways they improve our quality of life.

Sustainably-managed forests provide economic, ecological, and social benefits today and for the future. B

Reprinted by the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources—Division of Forestry i

with permission from Defenders of Wildlife (; " PUBL-FR142 06
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