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1. Who are TSPs and what technical tasks may 
they complete? 

 Resource professionals that give technical 
assistance to landowners instead of NRCS.   

 Write Conservation Activity Plans 
 Assist with the planning, and/or design and 

application of conservation practices 
 Funding is generally through the: 

Environmental Quality Incentive Program 
(EQIP). 



2. Who are the TSPs’ customers? 
 Individual  landowners and producers  with 

NRCS  financial assistance program contracts to 
write CAPs or implement practices. 

3. Where can I locate the rules governing the 
TSP Initiative? 

      http://directives.sc.egov.usda.gov/ 
 NRCS e-directives, TSP Manual 440-Part 504. 



TSP Information & USDA/NRCS TechReg  

• The primary source of information 
on TSP issues is the TSP Website:  
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/port
al/nrcs/main/national/programs/ 

    technical/tsp/ 
 
• Search Technical Service Provider 
 
• TechReg is the TSP Registry and 

contains all TSP Profiles.  
 



USDA Websites!! 
Configured to work with PC’s (Not Apple 

products) 
Configured for Internet Explorer , any  

version from 5.5 through 9.  (Not Firefox nor 
Google Chrome) 

Annual USDA Information Security 
Awareness Training 









REVIEW QUESTIONS 
1.   True or False:  The TechReg website is the official registry for TSPs. The 

main source of information for TSPs is the TSP Webpage. 
  
2.   According to the TechReg website, what is the term for producer 

reimbursement rates? 
a.  NRCS payment provisions  
b.   Technical Service Payment Rates (TSPR)  
c.   EQIP contract payment  
d.   USDA rural assistance payment 

  
3. Which of the following cannot be found on the TechReg website? 

a. USDA service center office locator  
b. Location information for State TSP Coordinators  
c. Business Opportunities for Providers  
d. USDA Rural Development Opportunities 

 



TSP Registration & Certification 
Designed to ensure Technical Competence 

in specialty area. 
Ensure a basic level of competency in most 

aspects of conservation including: 
conservation planning, design, layout, 
installation and the checkout or inspection 
of conservation practices as necessary. 



Steps to Registration on TechReg 

  Step 1- Get USDA Level 2 
eAuthentication Account 
(User ID and password) 

 Step 2- Login to TechReg 
through the TSP website and 
review Agreement 

 Step 3- Complete Profile Part 
I: Background 

 Step 4- Complete Profile 
Part II: Certification 
Categories  

 Step 5- Sign Agreement 



Step 1- Getting a USDA eAuthentication Account 

•http://www.eAuth.eGov.USDA.gov 

http://www.eauth.egov.usda.gov/


Logging In 
eAuth Log in must be used once every  

180 days or the account becomes 
inactive!! 
Three chances to login , if unsuccessful 

the account is temporarily locked. 
 





Review Agreement 

Contact 
Information from 
your account 

You must select a 
registration type, 

individual or 
business 

Note:  Must 
register as an 

individual FIRST! 



Read terms and 
condition 
carefully before 
signing. 



Individual Record 
 vs 
Business Records 

TechReg Individual Record 
  
Required for individual to  
acquire an eAuth account 
 
Only Individuals may have  
electronic access 
 

TechReg Business Record 
  
Required for TSP’s that wish to  
have their business displayed 
in the registry 
 
A business CANNOT be granted 
an electronic access account 

Summary: 
• TechReg individual records are required first before can have business record 
• Only individual records may be linked to electronic access 
• TechReg business records optional – If you want your business to be displayed in the registry 

Certification Options 



Step 3 - Complete Profile Part 1 (Background) 

 A. Contact Information 
 B. Associated Companies 
 C. Relevant 

Accreditations and 
Licenses 

 D. Education and 
Training 

Provide specific 
information about your 
Licenses, qualifications, 
and experience. 



E. Relevant Work 
Experience 
 
 
 
 
E1. Professional 
References 
 
 
 
 
 
F. Familiarity 
with NRCS 
Guidelines, 
Criteria, 
Standards, and 
Specifications  

Page 1 – TSP Profile 



Add/Update TSP Contact Data 



Add/Update TSP Contact Data 



 Profile Part 2  Categories & CAPs 

 G. Certification 
Categories 

Select the technical services 
you wish to provide and the 
locations you will work 

A list of requirements you 
must meet for certification 
will be shown, indicate how 
you met the requirements 

Certification Categories 



Certification Categories 



Terminology Example from TechReg 

Click “Confirm Qualifications” to verify criteria 



IMPORTANT!!  In order to be certified for a category, you must choose only 
ONE option but must meet ALL of the criteria within that option.  



Certification Categories and Options 



Categories, Options and Criteria 

Options: Certification, 
Education or Experience 

Criteria: Training, 
Licenses, and 
Knowledge 

 



Conservation Activity Plan 



 Certification Status!! 
CAP Plans are reviewed by 
technical staff in the states 
where certification has been 
requested. 
Exception: Energy CAPs are 
reviewed by the NRCS 
National Office. 





H – Services to be provided 
 



H – Services to be Provided 



Step 5 - Sign Agreement 

After you have indicated all 
the categories and services 
you want to perform, sign 
your agreement. 



Submitted Status!! 



 Verification Policy  

 

 Within 60 days of receiving an application for certification from an 
individual, private sector entity or public agency, NRCS  National 
Office will verify whether the applicant meets the certification 
requirements by: 

 Verify training, education and experience requirements are met; 
 Verify familiarity with NRCS technical and program 

requirements; 
 Contacting references to verify information; 
 Verify the individual state requirements, licensing, etc are met; 
 Verify that the applicant has not been de-certified; 
 Verify that the applicant has signed the certification agreement; 



How do you know that you are a 
certified TSP? 
 NRCS will send you an email confirming your 

certification.  This should not be confused with the 
eAuthentication email which provided you with a TSP 
number.  

 
 You are certified for a three-year period and then must 

re-certify to maintain your TSP status. 



Certified Status 
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REVIEW QUESTIONS  
 
1. For all the options listed for each category, the TSP must meet: 

a. All of the criteria listed for the specific category option chosen by 
the TSP  

b. Only one of the criteria listed  
c. Only the criteria the applicant meets  

  
2. Professional references should be: 

a. A customer or landowner who can verify your experiences and 
proficiency for designing conservation practices  

b. People who can verify your employment with a private company or 
agency  

c. Professors who can verify your educational experience  
Your banker or lawyer  
 



3. Which is NOT covered in the Certification Agreement: 
a. Compliance with applicable laws and regulations  
b. Warranty of work quality  
c. Reporting and documentation  
d. Payment limitations 

  
4. TSP's are certified for a period of: 

a. 5 years  
b. 2 years  
c. 3 years  
d. Indefinitely 

  
5. Which is NOT true as it relates to training for TSPs: 

a. TSPs are responsible for their own training  
b. TSPs can get training from universities  
c. TSPs can get training from professional organizations  
d. NRCS will pay TSP training expenses 



New Public Site, testing on Test Server 
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Technical Service Payment Rates 

• Technical Service Payment Rates or TSPRs  
 are developed for individual practices  
 They are not used for EQIP Conservation  
 Activity Plans (CAP). 
• TSPRs are in addition to a separate 
  financial assistance program practice payment that the 

landowner/producer receives for implementing a 
contracted practice. 

• TSPRs are determined by: 
The “typical” cost for NRCS to provide the same service 

to the producer 
Information based on local conditions  



TSP Payment Rates 

• TSPRs, as specified in an NRCS contract, are the 
maximum dollar amount (not-to-exceed) that 
the landowner will be reimbursed for utilizing 
the services of a certified Technical Service 
Provider. 

• TSPRs are NOT equally divided between each 
practice task.  Design, Installation, Checkout 

• TSPRs do not apply when the NRCS directly 
obtains your services through a contract, 
cooperative agreement, grant or other 
acquisition method. 
 
 



Payment Rates 



TSPRs 
 You can find the specific TSPRs for your state on the 

TSP website.  
 TSPRs can vary by state, geographic area within the 

state, conservation practice and land use. 
 You may perform one or more conservation tasks as 

part of your contract with the producer. 
 The producer may be reimbursed separately for each 

task completed. 
 TSPs should itemize their bill to include only goods and 

services that were required to accomplish the task(s). 
 You should check with your local Service Center if you 

have questions about additional job related tasks. 



EQIP CAP  Payment Rates 
 Unlike TSP payment rates, CAP payment rates are 

developed like financial assistance program practice 
payment rate schedules. 

 The unit of payment for all CAPs is “Number”, not 
acres. 

 Individual CAPs may have more than one component 
payment  rate.    For Example: CAP – CNMP has 
different payments for Dairy/Non – Dairy,  land 
spreading/not, Number AUs 

 They are based on available cost data. 
 



Getting Paid 
 TSPRs  or CAP payments do NOT reflect how much you may 

charge for your services. 
 

 TSPs do not have to wait until the producer is reimbursed 
before receiving payment. 
 

 NRCS does not hold up the producer s reimbursement until 
the TSP is paid. 



REVIEW QUESTIONS  
 1. The TSPR determines how much the TSP may charge for his services. 

True  
False  

  
2. TSPRs vary by: 

a. State  
b. Region  
c. Conservation Practice  
d. Land use  
e. All of the above 

  
3. Two examples of tasks performed during installation of a practice would be: 

a. Pre-construction conferences  
b. Traveling to the site  
c. Plan preparation  
d. Taking photographs of construction conditions  
e. a&d  

  
  



4. TSPRs are equally divided between each practice task 
  True  
  False  
  
5. TSPRs are based on: 
  a. Typical situations  
  b. What it would cost NRCS to provide the same service  
  c. Information based on local conditions  
  d.  a&c  
  e. All of the above  
  
6. Exceptions to the TSPR rate are granted by the: 
   a. Local NRCS Field Office  
   b. The NRCS State Conservationist  
            c. The producer  
            d. The TSP 
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Hiring the TSP  
 

Landowners that have a program 
contract that contains conservation 
practices or a Conservation Activity 
Plan (CAP), may select a TSP from the 
NRCS TechReg web site to perform 
the technical services provided. 



Hiring the TSP  
 

  
The TSP Rules also require that TSPs assume responsibility in writing for 
the technical services provided to producers (TSP Progress and 
Certification Report Form). 
 
NRCS performs quality assurance reviews to ascertain that practices have 
been properly designed and reviewed.  TSPs are responsible for providing 
technical services that meet NRCS standards and specifications. 

The TSP Rules require you to 
supply the NRCS and the 
producer with copies of ALL work 
products developed during the 
project at its completion. 



Hiring the TSP 
 
 
A producer may contract for your services at any 
time; however, the producer will not be 
reimbursed for those services unless the following 
conditions have been met: 
  
  The producer must have signed a 
conservation program contract prior to hiring 
you 
 Conservation program funding for TSP tasks 
must be available and in the contract for the 
specific conservation practice(s) found in the 
producer's contract.   



Starting Work  

 The landowner will not be 
eligible for program payment 
for work started before the 
conservation program 
contract is approved. 



Know the programs…….. 



 
 

•The landowner/producer is responsible for payment to the 
TSP when contracted directly with the producer.   You and the 
producer should agree to payment terms prior to 
commencement of work activities. 
 

You will need to provide the producer with the following 
information upon completion of your services: 
•TSP Warranty of Services  
(TSP Progress and Report 
 Certification Form) 
•Accurate and detailed invoice  
•All deliverables per 
 Statement of Work (SOW) 



REVIEW QUESTIONS 
1. Grants, contracts, and cooperative agreements are used frequently by the NRCS 

to accomplish our mission of conserving, maintaining, and improving our 
natural resources. 

True  
False  

  
2. A producer may use a TSP only if NRCS gives the producer permission to do so. 

 True  
False 

  
3. When a landowner acquires the services of a TSP, the TSP enters into a contract 

with the NRCS. 
True  
False 

  
4. The TSP must turn over copies of all work products to the NRCS and the 

producer upon completion of the practice. 
True  
False  
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Roles & Responsibilities 
Landowner/Producer : 
 Notify NRCS that they wish to utilize the services 

of a TSP 
 Interview and hire a TSP certified in the 

appropriate category and practice.  
 Sign the USDA contract or agreement prior to the 

commencement of work activities.  
 Provide the TSP with their current conservation 

plan and/or provide NRCS with a signed Release of 
Information form with your name on it.  

 Meet regulatory requirements 
 obtain necessary records and secure approvals, 

authorities, rights, permits and easements.  



Roles & Responsibilities 
Landowner/Producer : 
 Coordinate and prioritize job tasks between 

TSPs, contractors and NRCS, including a 
pre-work conference.  

 Provide NRCS with required documentation 
and invoices when the technical services 
have been completed.  

 Pay the TSP for the technical services  
provided 
  independent of delays in the NRCS 

reimbursement process.  
 Request an “Assignment of Payment” from 

NRCS if desired.  
 
 



Roles & Responsibilities 
TSP : 
 Be certified in the TSP Category for the work you are 

undertaking.  
 Obtain necessary training and certifications you need to 

become certified. 
 Establish and maintain training and certification records 
 Provide training and certification documentation to NRCS 

or to recommending organizations if requested. 
 (Non-compliance with this requirement could result in 

decertification.) 
 Have a contractual relationship with the landowner/ 

producer.  
 Utilize the services of certified subcontractors, as 

provided by NRCS policy.   
 



Roles & Responsibilities 
TSP: 
 Technical assistance is in compliance with appropriate 

statutory and regulatory requirements. 
 Work with participants to obtain approvals, authorities, 

rights, permits, and easements necessary for the 
implementation, operation, and maintenance of 
conservation practices prior to conservation practice 
installation when the scope of services agreed upon includes 
check-out. 

 Assume responsibility for the technical services provided,  
 including any costs, damages, claims, liabilities, and judgments 

arising from past, present, and future negligent or wrongful acts 
or omissions of the TSP in connection with the technical service 
provided.  



Roles & Responsibilities 
TSP Roles & Responsibilities: 
 
 Provide the landowner and/or NRCS the 

documentation as stated in the Conservation Practice 
Statement of Work (SOW) or Conservation Activity 
Plan Criteria deliverables.   

 Accept responsibility in writing for the particular 
technical services provided. 
 Complete and sign a TSP Progress Report and 

Certification Form 
 Decertification may result if you do not abide by the 

requirements of the certification agreement. 



Roles & Responsibilities 

NRCS : 
 Reimburse participants or make direct payment to TSPs 

 Requires assignment of payment form from participants. 
 Establish and publish payment rates 

 Review TSPR annually and adjust the rates based upon available data. 
 Implement an accountability system 

 measure and monitor progress, overall use, performance, and 
accomplishments of certified TSPs. 

 Make conservation planning and application technology and 
technological tools widely available for use by TSPs 
 Reserve the option to apply fees to specific technology and tools. 

 Retain responsibility for all decision-making and consultation 
required by Federal agencies related to compliance with resource 
protection laws. 

 

 



REVIEW QUESTIONS 
 
1. Who is responsible for making sure that you are properly 

certified for the work you are contracted to perform? 
  a. Producer  
  b. You  
  c. NRCS  
   d. You and the producer 
 
2. Who is responsible for paying you after your work is completed? 

(Unless a payment has been assigned) 
  a. Producer  
  b. You  
  c. NRCS 
  



3. Who is responsible for ensuring your work meets 
NRCS standards and specifications? 
a. Producer  
b. You  
c. NRCS  
d. a and b  

  
4.  Who is responsible for requesting their program 

contract be modified to add TSPR rates for utilizing a 
TSP? 
a. Producer  
b. You  
c. NRCS  

  
 



Assignment of Payment 

http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/main/national/programs/technical/tsp


Thank you, Questions? 
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