


ABSTRACT

In May of 2014, the Museum Archaeology Program of the Wisconsin Historical Society
conducted a Phase I archasological site identification survey of a proposed shooting range,
designated the Mud Lake Shooting Range, in Columbia County, Wisconsin. This
investigation was conducted on behalf of the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources
(DNR ID: 212-LEHE-3614-LERE; MAP #14-6001). The proposed project is situated on a
partially wooded hill and footslopes located at the intersection of King Road and
Conservation Lane. Approximately six acres were investigated.

The Phase I survey resulted in the identification of one historic Euro American farmstead, the
Prairie Farm (47C0383383) site.

The Prairie Farm (47C0O383) site is a historic Euro American farmstead defined by the
remains of eight structures and associated scatter of historic artifacts recovered from
systematic shovel testing of a grassy and wooded hill. These structures were idéntified by
extant foundations or surface depressions. These structures include a domicile, as well as
various out buildings (barn, silo, sheds, etc.) and a well and cistern.

Sixty-nine shovel tests were excavated, 32 of which contained cultural material. A total of
323 historic Euro American artifacts recovered from the Prairie Farm (47CO383) site. Half
of the assemblage was recovered from shovel tests excavated within Structures 6 and 7. The
remaining items were recovered from systematic shovel testing across the site area and from
surface dumps. The recovered artifacts include a variety of architectural, domestic, faunal
and personal items associated with a farmstead representing long-term occupation from the
mid-nineteenth century to the late twentieth century. In addition, one piece of precontact
Native American chipped-stone debitage was also recovered, suggesting some minor use of
the area at a much earlier but unknown period of time.

A review of the available historic plat maps indicated the property has a continuous record of
a house/farmstead from as early as 1861 until the late 1970s. During this time the property
changed ownership five times before being purchased by the State of Wisconsin
Conservation Commission (now Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources) in 1973. The
buildings were demolished in the late 1970s when King Road was realigned to its current
configuration. Much of the site has been disturbed by the removal of the structures and
landscaping associated with the subsequent use of the area,

The Prairie Farm (47CO383) site does not appear to meet the criteria for eligibility for listing
on the National Register of Historic Places due to the long historic occupation, mixing of
cultural material and impacts resulting from the removal of buildings and subsequent
landscaping. No additional investigation is recommended.
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INTRODUCTION

In May of 2014, the Museum Archaeology Program of the Wisconsin Historical Society
conducted a Phase I archaeological site identification survey of a proposed shooting range,
designated the Mud Lake Shooting Range, in Columbia County, Wisconsin (Figure 1). This
investigation was conducted on behalf of the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources
(DNR ID: 212-LEHE-3614-LERE; MAP #14-6001). The proposed project is situated on a
partially wooded hill and footslopes located at the intersection of King Road and
Conservation Lane (Figures 2-4). The area of potential effect was staked and covers
approximately six acres.

PHYSICAL SETTING

The proposed Mud Lake Shooting Range is located within the Civil Town of Lowville in
south central Columbia County, Wisconsin. It is situated in Section 28, TI1N R10E. The
project area lies within Martin’s (1965) Eastern Ridges and Lowlands physiographic
province. The topography of the area is controlled by a series of southwest to northeast
trending cuestas (Martin 1965). Formed by the erosional cross cutting of moderately domed,
variably resistant limestone, dolomite, and shale bedrock, the cuestas impart a landscape
characterized by broad, linear uplands (cuestas) and lowlands (vales). Glaciation has
smoothed the cuestas and filled the vales. The resulting landscape is one of overall low
relief. The dominant rock underlying the project area is Cambrian age sandstone with some
dolomite and shales (Mudrey et al. 1982).

No outcrops of lithic raw materials, utilized in the manufacture of chipped stone tools, are
located in the immediate project area. The major bedrock outcrops of Prairie du Chien and
Galena cherts, common lithic raw materials utilized by Wisconsin Native American groups,
are located further to the south and southwest. Lithic raw materials would have been
available locally within the glacial till.

The project area is located within the Lake Wisconsin watershed of the Lower Wisconsin
River Basin, Lake Wisconsin is located nearly nine miles northwest of the project area. An
intermittent stream at the far western edge of the project area drains north into Mud Lake.
This lake is drained by Rocky Run which flows north and then west into the Wisconsin River
just north of Dekorra.









identified are primarily scattered diagnostic points and surface finds, with point types that
have been mainly defined to the south and east of Wisconsin. The Middle Archaic Stage (ca.
6000 to 1200 B.C.) coincides with vegetation changes caused by climatic warming trends.
Middle Archaic sites have been identified as surface finds, in rockshelters, and in other
stratified contexts. Wisconsin’s Late Archaic Stage (1200 to 300 B.C.) is marked by a shift
to a cool, moist climate (Benchley et al. 1997) and is characterized by smaller stemmed
points such as Durst (Witry 1959), The Late Archaic Stage in Wisconsin is also renowned
for its Old Copper Culture or Complex (Benchley et al. 1997).

The Woodland Tradition is commonly identified by the presences, either individually or as a
group, of three primary traits not identified in the region’s previous Archaic Tradition: the
presence of pottery, the construction of earthen burial mounds, and the first direct evidence
for the use of cultigens (Meinholz and Kolb 1997). In some areas, a shift to a more sedentary
lifeways is indicated by the presence of middens, houses, and village sites, while in other
places Woodland peoples continued to subsist by moving seasonally (Benchley et al. 1997).
The tradition has been divided into three smaller stages based on distinctive changes in
artifact assemblage composition over time. These include the Early Woodland (500 B.C. to
A.D. 100), Middle Woodland (A.D. 100 — 500), and Late Woodland (A.D. 500 — 1600)
stages.

Habitation sites relating to the early phase of the Early Woodland are identified on the basis
of thick, grit-tempered pottery, usually classified as Marion Thick, and straight stemmed
Kramer points (Benchley et al. 1997). Later Early Woodland occupations in southwest
Wisconsin are characterized by incised-over-cordmarked ceramics such as Prairie Ware, as
well as Waubesa contracting stemmed points and other stemmed point varieties. Many Early
Woodland habitation sites in south-central Wisconsin are located on floodplains or river
terraces.

Burial mounds appear in much of southern Wisconsin for the first time in the Middle
Woodland. Also appearing for the first time is evidence for storage and refuse pits,
domesticated plants, and the first evidence of houses. Plant Cultivation included squash,
sumpweed, and wild rice (Arzigian 1987). Nuts, including hickory, walnut, and acorn were
also harvested. During the Middle Woodland Stage, ceramic vessels are thinner and less
ornately decorated, with dentate stamping, cord-wrapped stick impressions, and punctates.
During the Middle to Late Woodland transition, villages became larger, supported in part by
the cultivation of maize and other native plants. The construction of large conical mounds
with multiple burials was replaced by the construction of linear and animal shaped (effigy)
mounds, frequently containing only one burial.

Late Woodland peoples in southern Wisconsin were primarily hunter-gatherers, but there was
an increasing importance on harvesting and cultivating a variety of plants, particularly as the
Late Woodland progressed. There is evidence for population growth and reorganization but
little evidence for settled villages. Late Woodland sites are more dispersed across the
landscape than in previous stages. The artifact assemblage includes ceramics that are cord
and fabric impressed and collared vessels. The bow and arrow first appear clearly in the
archaeological record (Benchley et al. 1997). Late Woodland burial mounds appear

throughout Wisconsin, with effigy mounds exclusive to southern Wisconsin, distributed
throughout the deciduous forests and extending into the unglaciated areas of southern
Wisconsin and northwest Iowa (Benchley et al. 1997).

The Effigy Mound Culture in southern Wisconsin has been designated the Eastman Phase
(ca. A.D. 750 — 1050) (Stoltman 1990). The phase is identified by Madison Cord-Impressed
ceramics and small stemmed, notched, or triangular arrowheads. The number of Eastman
Phase sites increases over preceding phases. Like the preceding phases, the Eastman Phase
reflects a reliance on seasonal mobility, and exploiting the resources of the floodplain,
terraces, and uplands. The Post Eastman Phase (A.D. 1050 to historic times), as defined by
Stoltman (1990), demonstrates more profound changes in the archaeological record. Effigy
mound construction was largely abandoned and collared type ceramics were prevalent.
Stockaded villages occupied by maize-growing, collared-ware-making Late Woodland
peoples are present in southern Wisconsin (Stoltman and Christenson 2000).

Mississippian culture, originating to the south, apparently made limited incursions into
present-day Wisconsin, commencing with the Lohmann phase around A.D. 1050 and
continuing through the succeeding Stirling phase to circa A.D. 1200 (Green 1997). Lohmann
phase components at such sites as Aztalan and Trempealeau and Stirling phase components
at Aztalan, Fred Edwards, and Diamond Bluff attest to interactions between southern
populations and local Late Woodland cultures. Based perhaps on trade, social alliances, or in
some cases refugee populations, these interactions appear to have been of restricted
geographic scope. Although perhaps not involving “a massive Middle Mississippian
population influx” (Green 1997:214), these cultures may have nonetheless still influenced the
Woodland populations of the region.

In the 18th century, the Ho-Chunk (Winnebago), forced west from their traditional
homelands, resided within what is now Columbia County (Mason 1988:80). Many scholars
agree that the Ho-Chunk, Ioway, and others represent the lineal descendants of the Oneota
(see Overstreet 1997). Oneota sites, differentiated by ceramics, concentrate in various
localities from La Crosse to the Door Peninsula. The origin of the complex is poorly
understood, though it may have developed from Middle Mississippian populations resident in
Wisconsin, the amalgamation of Mississippian and Woodland peoples, or it may represent an
intrusive population from the south (Overstreet 1997). A successful horticulture based
economy, supplemented by fishing and hunting, sustained the Oneota for at least 700 years.

The Euro American settlement in the Town of Lowville occurred in 1843 (Westem Historical
Company 1880:796). The town was named for Jacob Low whose house in Section 32
became a hotel that served as the first post office until 1853. One of the areas earliest
settlers was Silas Herring who settled in the project area by 1845. Columbia County was
organized in 1846 with Winnebago settlement (now Portage) becoming the county seat in
1851 (Western Historical Company 1880:376).















Deed Research

A review of the deed transfers of this property was conducted at the Columbia County
Register of Deeds (CRD; Table 1). A land patent for 40 acres located in the NW1/4, NE1/4
Section 28, T1IN, R10E was issued to Silas W. Herring on September 1, 1849 (CRD 1849).
Silas W. Herring was born April 23, 1821 in Lowville, Lewis County, New York (History of
Columbia County 18807). He arrived in Wisconsin in the spring of 1844 and lived in York,
Dane County till the fall of 1845. He then moved to Columbia County, settling on the
proposed project location. He helped to organize the Town of Lowville, was the first
Treasurer and held the office of Chairman and Assessor. He married T. M. Webb on
December 28, 1855 in Wyocena. They had two children, Hubert (b. 1859) and Carl (b.
1863). Mrs. Herring was a2 member of the Presbyterian Church. Mr, Herring was an old-
time Abolitionist, and was a Republican ever since the party was organized. He owned 295
acres of land in 1880(Western Historical Company 1880)

Table 1. Record of Deed Transfers for the Prairie Farm (47C0O383) Site.

Volume | Type of Acres or 1/4
/Page Deed Grantor Grantoe Sections § Datg
Pateny | Umited Statesof | g vy Herring 4 9/1/1849
America
Harrison S.
2/279 | Warranty | Haskell & Marie Silas W, Herring 120 $83.63 12/15/1849
Haskell
Silas W. Herring <
Mathias Tollefson " $11,800.0
106/138 | Warranty &golly M. & Halfdan Olson 205 0 4/5/02
erming
Agnethe Olson &
Quit Marie Olson Grace Mae 5
ey Claim devices and heirs McFadden 160 §1.00 HHA3
of Halfdan Olson
. Carrie Tollefson,
197327 C?“"_‘n Widow of g’:;e srvey 160 $1.00 | 31743
o Mathias Tollefson
Executor's | Estate of Mathias Grace Mae -, -
196/581 Deed Tallefson McFadden 160 $700.00 2/11/43
Grace Mae Ambassador
209/108 | Warranty McFadden Corporation 160 $1.00 5/15/1946
State of Wisconsin
121473 | Warranty ’é’:"?“f;’; (Conservation 160 326':“‘0 12/10/1916
pordl Commission)
16

It remained in the Herring family until April 5, 1902 when the 295 acres of land is purchased
by Mathias Tollefson and Halfdan Olson for $11,800.00 (CRD 1902). Forty-one years later
the property is acquired by Grace Mae McFadden by quit claim deeds on February 8 and 17,
1943 (CRD 19432 and b), and by an executor’s deed on February 11, 1943 (CRD 1943c).
Three years later the property is acquired by Ambassador Corporation by warranty deed on
May 15, 1946 (CRD 1946). The State of Wisconsin Conservation Commission (now
Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources) acquired the property by warranty deed on
December 10, 1964 (CRD 1964),

Feature Analysis

A total of eight features/structures were identified by extant foundations or surface
depressions (Figure 8). These structures include a domicile, as well as various out buildings
(barn, silo, sheds, etc.) and a well and cistern.

Structure 1

Structure 1 is located in the open grassland approximately 32 feet west of the driveway
(Figure 11). It is defined by a somewhat circular arrangement of large boulders that
surrounds an opening about 2.5 feet in diameter (Figure 12). This opening extends about
four feet below ground surface and was probed another six feet before rock/debris impeded
any further excavation. The overall extent of the structure is estimated to measure about 10
by 13 feet in size. No artifacts were found to be associated. The structure is interpreted as a
well although the boulders seem to extent across a larger area than would be expected.

Structure 2

Structure 2 is located in the open grassland approximately 75 feet west of Structure 1 and 15
feet from the southwest corner of Structure 3 (Figure 13). It is defined by an irregular oval
depression measuring about 14 feet in diameter with scattered cobbles/boulders around the
outer edge which may represent the foundation remnants. The structure is interpreted as a
silo foundation.

Structure 3

Structure 3 is a nearly square concrete foundation; measuring 30 feet on a side, located in the
open grassland just northeast of Structure 2 (see Figure 13). The structure can be traced by
following exposed portions of the foundation and the associated depression. It is oriented in
cardinal directions. The walls are approximately one foot thick. Structure 3 is interpreted as
a bam associated with a silo (Structure 2).















Table 4. Artifacts Recovered from the Prairie Farm (47C0O383) Site,

Artifact Type I Quantity I Weight (ounces)
Construction
Square Nail 57 5.80
Wire Nail 55 5.96
Roofing Nail 0.40
Unknown Nail 3 0.93
Screw 1 0.17
Flat Glass 56 5.54
Mortar 24 19.29
Shingle 22 0.99
Asbestos(?) Tile 4 241
Brick, cream 1 37.00
Roofing with nail 1 0.11
Construction Total 230 78.60
Domestic
Glass
Clear Container Glass 19 1.43
Brown Container Glass 8 1.08
Depression Glass, Green 1 213
Medicine Bottle 2 6.78
Brown Glass Bottle 1 25.00
Ceramics
‘Whiteware bodysherd 2 0.05
‘Whiteware Rimsherd 3 0.80
Ironstone Bodysherd 1 0.23
Stoneware Bodysherd g 3.07
Porcelain Blue Transfer 1 0.07
Porcelain Handle Fragment 1 0.72
Domestic Total 41 4136

Table 4. Artifacts Recovered from the Prairie Farm (47C0383) Site; continued...

Miscellaneous Metal
Screwcap 1 0.68
Rim Closure 1 0.02
Unidentified Ferrous 10 1.25
Barbed Wire 2 0.20
Wire 15 0.72
Slag 4 2.84
.22 Caliber Shells 2 0.05
Mechanical parts 2 11.30
License Plate, 1935 FARM 1 3.19
Miscellaneous Metal Total 38 20.25
Miscellaneous Other
Flake. PAC chert 1 0.05
Faunal Remains 4 0.57
Coal 5 0,68
Plastic 2 0.04
Vinyl 1 0.02
Miscell Other Total 13 1.36
Personal
Metal Clothing Buckle 2 0.10
Site Total 324 141.67

The 230 pieces of construction debris includes primarily nails (N=112), nearly equally
divided between machine cut square and wire, Flat window glass totals 56 shards.
Mortar/plaster consists of 24 pieces, much of which was recovered in the house fill. Four
asbestos tile fragments were also recovered. A total of 29 roofing related items include
asphalt shingle fragments, and roofing nails. Other items include a cream brick and metal
hardware.

The 41 domestic items include glass and ceramic containers or fragments. The 31 container
glass consists mainly of clear glass fragments (N=19). Eight brown or amber glass container
sherds were also recovered. Three complete bottles were collected from surface dumps.
Two are small medicine bottles. One is plain with a cork enclosure while the other is
embossed “SLOAN’S LINIMENT”, A large beer bottle is embossed on the base with “W. F.
& S. MIL". This bottle was produced by the William Franzen & Son, Milwaukee between
1895 and 1926 (Kroll 1976:4). One green depression glass fragment represents the base of a
plate or platter.



A total of ten ceramic sherds were recovered. These include five stoneware sherds, one
ironstone sherd, two stoneware sherds, and two porcelain sherds. One large whiteware rim
sherd has a narrow yellow band aleng the lip, likely representative of a late nineteenth
century annual ware vessel. One whiteware body sherd has a decal decoration while another
has a light blue glaze. The stoneware sherds represent a jug fragment with Albany glaze
above the shoulder and a Bristol glaze below. This treatment was common during the mid to
late nineteenth century in Illinois (Mansberger 1986:160). The porcelain vessel sherd is
decorated with a blue transfer print. The other porcelain fragment represents 2 handle,
possibly from a stove or toilet.

The 38 miscellaneous metal items include 17 pieces of ferrous wire including barbed wire,
10 pieces of unidentified ferrous metal. The remaining items include two unidentified
mechanical parts, a metal screw-cap and one rim closure, four pieces of slag, two .22 caliber
shells and a fragment of a 1935 farm truck license plate.

Thirteen other miscellaneous items include four faunal remains from large mammals, five
pieces of coal, two pieces of plastic and one piece of vinyl.

Two personal items were recovered that represent wire buckles from clothing, possibly
overalls. One was recovered in Structure 6, the cistern located adjacent to the house
(Structure 7). The other was recovered from Shovel Test 28.

One piece of precontact Native American chipped-stone debitage was also recovered. The
secondary thinning flake was made of an oolitic Prairie du Chien chert and was recovered
from Shovel Test 37, located west of Structure 4, on the shoulder of the hill slope.

Site Summary

The Prairie Farm (47C0O383) site is a historic Euro American farmstead defined by the
remains of eight structures and associated scatter of historic artifacts recovered from
systematic shovel testing of a grassy and wooded hill. These structures were identified by
extant foundations or surface depressions. These structures include a domicile, as well as
wvarious out buildings (barn, silo, sheds, etc.) and a well and cistern.

Sixty-nine shovel tests were excavated, 32 of which contained cultural material. A total of
323 historic Euro American artifacts recovered from the Prairie Farm (47C0583) site. Half
of the assemblage was recovered from shovel tests excavated within Structures 6 and 7. The
remaining items were recovered from systematic shovel testing across the site area and from
surface dumps. The recovered artifacts include a variety of architectural, domestic, faunal
and personal items associated with a farmstead representing long-term occupation from the
mid-nineteenth century to the late twentieth century. In addition, one piece of precontact
Native American chipped-stone debitage was also recovered, suggesting some minor use of
the area at a much earlier but unknown period of time.

A review of the available historic plat maps indicated the property has a continuous record of
a house/farmstead from as early as 1861 until the late 1970s. During this time the property

changed ownership five times before being purchased by the State of Wisconsin
Conservation Commission (now Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources) in 1973, The
buildings were demolished in the late 1970s when King Road was realigned to its current
configuration. Much of the site has been disturbed by the removal of the structures and
landscaping associated with the subsequent use of the area.

The Prairie Farm (47C0O383) site does not appear to meet the criteria for eligibility for listing
on the National Register of Historic Places due to the long historic occupation, mixing of
cultural material and impacts resulting from the removal of buildings and subsequent
landscaping. No additional investigation is recommended.

PROJECT SUMMARY

In May of 2014, the Museum Archaeology Program of the Wisconsin Historical Society
conducted 2 Phase I archaeological site identification survey of a proposed shooting range,
designated the Mud Lake Shooting Range, in Columbia County, Wisconsin. This
investigation was conducted on behalf of the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources
(DNR ID: 212-LEHE-3614-LERE; MAP #14-6001). The proposed project is situated on a
partially wooded hill and footslopes located at the intersection of King Road and
Conservation Lane. Approximately six acres were investigated.

The Phase I survey resulted in the identification of one historic Euro American farmstead, the
Prairie Farm (47C0383383) site.

The Prairie Farm (47C0383) site is a historic Euro American farmstead defined by the
remains of eight structures and associated scatter of historic artifacts recovered from
systematic shovel testing of a grassy and wooded hill. These structures were identified by
extant foundations or surface depressions. These structures include a domicile, as well as
various out buildings (barn, silo, sheds, ete.) and a well and cistern.

Sixty-nine shovel tests were excavated, 32 of which contained cultural material. A total of
323 historic Euro American artifacts recovered from the Prairie Farm (47C0383) site. Half
of the assemblage was recovered from shovel tests excavated within Structures 6 and 7. The
remaining items were recovered from systematic shovel testing across the site area and from
surface dumps. The recovered artifacts include a variety of architectural, domestic, faunal
and personal items associated with a farmstead representing long-term occupation from the
mid-nineteenth century to the late twentieth century. In addition, one piece of precontact
Native American chipped-stone debitage was also recovered, suggesting some minor use of
the area at a much earlier but unknown period of time.

A review of the available historic plat maps indicated the property has a continuous record of
a house/farmstead from as early as 1861 until the late 1970s. During this time the property
changed ownership five times before being purchased by the State of Wisconsin



Conservation Commission (now Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources) in 1973, The
buildings were demolished in the late 1970s when King Road was realigned to its current
configuration. Much of the site has been disturbed by the removal of the structures and
landscaping associated with the subsequent use of the area.

The Prairie Farm (47CO383) site does not appear to meet the criteria for eligibility for listing
on the National Register of Historic Places due to the long historic occupation, mixing of
cultural material and impacts resulting from the removal of buildings and subsequent
landscaping. No additional investigation is recommended.
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