
Wisconsin 
DNR’s 

mapping 
application: 

Surface Water Data Viewer 
(SWDV) 

Instructions on how to SWDV for the purpose 
of finding the information needed for the 2016 

Dam Grant Program. 
 



Surface Water 
Data Viewer 

(SWDV) 

*NOTE: This site is best 
viewed with Internet 
Explorer 8 or higher. 

For best performance, a 
high speed Internet 

connection is 
recommended. Dialup 

connection to this site is 
not recommended. This 
site uses the Microsoft 
Silverlight plug-in for 
your web browser. If 
you do not have the 
Silverlight plug-in 

installed, you will be 
prompted to install it. 

 



Once the SWDV opens: 

Step 1.  Click “Surface 
Water”; to view the 
layers available 

Step 2. Click on the 
“Dam Safety Grants” 
layer; to select the 
correct layer 

Step 3. Click out of the 
layer section; this will 
close the layers 
dropdown list and show 
which layer the map is 
set to: “Dam Safety 
Grants”  

Step 1. 

Step 2. 

Step 3. 
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Now we want to find 
your dam 

Step 1.  Click the words 
“I Want to…”; a 
dropdown list will open 

Step 2. Click “Find 
Location” 

Step 3. The left side will 
change to Find 
Location, click on 
“Dam” 

Step 4. Click “Find” 

Step 1. 

Step 2. 

Step 3. 

Step 4 

Surface Water 
Data Viewer 

(SWDV) 



Now we want to find 
your dam 

Step 1.  Click on “Dam 
Key Seq No”; a 
dropdown list will open 

Step 2. Click “Name” if 
you don’t know the 
dams key sequence 
number 

Step 3. Enter the name 
of the dam  or the Key 
Seq No in the “Value” 
section 

Step 4. Click “Find” 

Step 1. 

Step 2. 

Step 3. 

Step 4 
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The map will shift to 
center your dam. 

Step 1.  Hover on the 
dam name; to view the 
location of the dam 
represented by a gold 
dot 

Step 2. Click the dam 
name; to open the 
attributes table 

Step 3. Click on “Zoom 
to Feature”; to zoom to 
the dam 

Step 1. 

Step 2. 

Step 3. 
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Step 1.  Click the X; to 
close the attributes 
table and view the map 

The dam will still be 
identified with a gold 
dot. 

Step 1. 

Step 2. 

Surface Water 
Data Viewer 

(SWDV) 



The map will center 
your dam. 

Step 1.  Click on “Point 
Identify”; to have the 
map pull information 
on what you click on, it 
will be highlighted in 
orange when active 

Step 2. Click on the 
stream; to pull the 
stream information  
 

Step 1. 

Step 2. 
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Now we want to find 
the public interest data 
for the impoundment. 

Step 1. Look for the 
“River or Stream”. Then 
click on “About the 
Water”; for the stream 
information, a new 
window will open.  

 

Step 1. 
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The new page that opens 
is from the DNR’s Water 

Details section. 

Step 1. Use this 
information to answer 
the questions from the 
application for Section 6, 
Part V. Public Interest 

Step 1. 
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For this example the 
answers have been 
highlighted in the 

corresponding colors.  

Step 1. Fill the 
application in for 
Section 6, Part V. Public 
Interest  using “y” or 
“n,” for the answer. The 
generated points 
column will calculate 
automatically. 
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We now want to identify if 
there is any public access 
or a boat landing around 

the impoundment. 

Step 1.  Click on “Point 
Identify”; to have the map 
pull information on what 
you click on, it will be 
highlighted orange when 
active 

Step 2. Click on the lake; 
to pull the impoundment  
information  

 

Step 1. 

Step 2. 
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To identify if there is any 
public access or a boat 

landing around the 
impoundment. 

Step 1.  Scroll down; to 
find the “Open Water” 
information 

Step 2. Click on “Lake 
Page”; to access the lake 
information, a new DNR 
page will open 

Step 1. 

Step 2. 
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For this example the 
answers have been 
highlighted in the 

corresponding colors.  

Step 1. On this page 
look at the “Features” 
section; to check  for 
any public access or a 
boat landing around the 
lake? 

Step 2. Use this 
information to fill in the 
application 

Step 1.          
Step 2.  
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We now want to 
identify the navigability 

of the stream. 

Step 1.  Click on “Point 
Identify”; to have the 
map pull information 
on what you click on, it 
will be highlighted 
orange when active 

Step 2. Click on the 
dam; to find it’s 
information  

 

Step 1. 

Step 2. 
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To find the dams 
navigability. 

Step 1. Click on 
“Metadata” link; a new 
page opens to the 
DNR’s Dam Safety Page 

Step 1. 
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Find the dams 
navigability. 

Step 1. Click on “Locate 
my dam”; a new page 
opens 

Step 2. Then click on 
“Individual dam 
search” 

Step 1. 

Step 2. 
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Find the dam 
navigability. 

Step 1. Enter the Dams 
“Key Sequence 
Number”, “Field File 
Number” or the “Dam 
name”; to search for the 
dam information 

Step 2. Then click on 
“Search” 

Step 3. Click on “View 
Dam” 

    

Step 1. 

Step 2. 

Step 3. 
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Find the dams 
navigability. 

Step 1. Click on 
“Report”  

Step 2. Look in the 
Waterbody section, find 
the dams navigability. 

  

Step 1. 

Step 2. 
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For this example the 
answer is highlighted in 

the corresponding 
color.  

Step 1. Use this 
information to fill in the 
application 

Step 1. 
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