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• Newest DNR data confirms air quality continues to improve 
• Wisconsin celebrates Clean Air Month and reminds us that “It all adds up to cleaner air” 

 

Newest DNR data confirms air quality continues to improve 

Wisconsin's air quality continues to improve - that's the latest message coming from the most recent data 
in the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources Air Quality Trends Report.  

The April 2014 report provides current monitoring data and an assessment of improving air quality in the 
state, along with the trends in air quality dating as far back as 1997, depending on the site.  

The report is available on the air quality trends page of the DNR website, which includes an interactive 
map where the user can look at concentrations from sites around the state.  

"Wisconsin's air quality has shown significant improvement over the years," said DNR Air Program 
Director Bart Sponseller. "This report makes air monitoring data more accessible to the public and 
displays longer term trends."  

For more information, see DNR’s news release at http://dnr.wi.gov/news/Weekly/?id=428#art1. 

 

Wisconsin celebrates Clean Air Month and reminds us that “It all 
adds up to cleaner air” 

By Lindsay Haas, Air Quality Educator, DNR Bureau of Air Management  

May is Clean Air Month, and the Department of Natural Resources is celebrating our state’s clean air and 
the part each of us plays in improving our state’s air quality.  

“It All Adds Up To Cleaner Air” is the agency’s theme for the annual spring event. Visit the Clean Air 
Month web page for tips on reducing air emissions, an opportunity to sign-up for air quality notices, and 
information on the Department’s annual poetry contest for third, fourth and fifth grade students in 
Wisconsin.  

“At your DNR, we continue to work hard so Wisconsin citizens can enjoy some of the cleanest air in the 
nation.” said DNR Secretary Cathy Stepp. She noted that the agency’s Wisconsin Air Quality Trends 
Report 2014 once again revealed a positive trend toward cleaner air, representing years of action to 
reduce pollution emissions. Overall, trends continue to show improved air quality since the 1980s. 

Here are other successes from the past year:  
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• EPA published a Federal Register Notice on April 22, 2014, proposing to redesignate 
three Wisconsin counties to attainment for fine particle pollution. These are the last three counties 
in the state to meet the 2006 24-hour PM 2.5 (fine particle pollution) health standard. All other 
counties previously met the standard. 

• Wisconsin has its lowest number of counties in “nonattainment” since the enactment of the Clean 
Air Act Amendments of 1990, which is significant considering that air quality standards have 
become increasingly more stringent.  

• Except for Sheboygan County and a portion of Kenosha County, all counties are meeting the 
current 2008 federal air quality standards for ground level ozone pollution.  

• The department launched an updated air quality mapping tool enabling the public to view real-
time air quality information.  

“We are breathing healthier air and continuing to see positive trends in air quality thanks to the 
partnership among businesses, citizens and the department,” said DNR Air Management Program 
Director Bart Sponseller.  “Businesses and citizens across our state continue to support our clean air 
mission by the voluntary actions they take each and every day.”  

To learn more about the “It all adds up to cleaner air” theme, visit the Do A Little Save a Lot page.  
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Featured DNR Subscriptions 

Natural Areas Spotlight: Enjoy a weekly photo, maps and highlights of what you can see and do at a featured State 
Natural Area. 

Quiz of the Week: Test your knowledge of Wisconsin’s native plants and animals with our weekly quiz and get the 
chance to win prizes. 

Outdoor Report: Current fishing activities, wildlife observations, and state park events updated every Thursday. 

 

Manage Your DNR Subscriptions:  
Add new subscriptions, delete subscriptions, and manage your profile. If you have questions or problems with the 
subscription service, please contact subscriberhelp.govdelivery.com. 

Other inquiries can be directed to the DNR. 
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