
Upper Fox & Wolf  Volunteer Monitoring Fact Sheet 
The EPA approved the Upper Fox-Wolf (UFW) TMDL in 2020. The TMDL identifies the need for reductions in Total      

Phosphorus (TP) and Total Suspended Solids (TSS) in waterbodies throughout the basin to meet water quality 

standards. A total of 43 streams and rivers and 19 lakes and reservoirs are impaired for excess phosphorus while 

a total of 19 streams and rivers are impaired for excess sediment. Phosphorus is an essential nutrient for plant 

growth, but can have detrimental effects on lakes, rivers, and streams when excess amounts are introduced. 

Common forms of pollutant delivery in these systems include surface runoff from urban and agricultural areas 

and discharges from wastewater treatment facilities, industrial businesses, and farms.    

To assess long-term trends in water quality, 24 stream sites were chosen as part of the UFW volunteer  

monitoring program to collect water samples throughout the UFW basin. There were 20 sites when this program 

started in 2020, and four were added in 2023. The UFW volunteer monitoring program relies on volunteers to 

collect reliable data to assist the DNR in tracking water quality trends overtime. Volunteers collect water samples 

once per month, May through October. Samples are shipped to the State Lab of Hygiene in Madison and are  

analyzed for Total Phosphorus, Total Suspended Solids, and Total Nitrogen. 

UFW BASIN QUICK FACTS 

● 5,900 square mile watershed area 

● Covers 18 counties 

● Includes 5 Tribal Lands 

● 32 Concentrated Animal Feeding Op-

erations (CAFOs) 

● 29 permitted Municipal Separate 

Storm Sewer System (MS4s*) 

● 78 Dischargers (municipal and indus-

trial) 

Want to get involved? Contact: 

Katherine Wendorf 
Water Resource Management Specialist 

Natural Resources Program Coordinator 

T: (920) 296-5126 

Katherine.wendorf@wisconsin.gov 

*MS4s - municipal separate storm sewer    

system; municipalities with WPDES permits for 

stormwater management.  

 

See Backside for exact sample locations 



SWIMS– Surface Water Integrated Monitoring System, is a Wisconsin DNR information system that houses chemistry (water, 

sediment), physical, and biological (macroinvertebrate, aquatic invasive species) surface water data. 

Want to find out more? Visit https://dnr.wi.gov/topic/TMDLs/FoxWolf/index.html 


