
Red Oak

Silviculture Trials

Project Subject/Title: Oak shelterwood – Beaver Brook Wildlife Area.
County: Washburn
TRS: T38N R12W sec

Contact Person:  Jim Halvorson, 715-635-4081
Type of Prescription: Oak site preparation
Year Initiated: 1980

Abstract/Prescription:     
In 1981 this study was initiated to evaluate oak regeneration following various site
preparation techniques.  The stand was harvested in the winter of 1980 to a residual BA
of 70 sq.ft.  All non-oak species were cut or girdled (aspen and basswood) including
saplings.  Four site preparation methods were used on 5 acres each: broadcast burn
followed by a second and third burn, one year apart; blade scarification with a crawler
tractor; hand seeding with various treated seeds after scarification; and discing.

Results/Discussion/Recommendations:
• The burn – seedling numbers fluctuated, competition is likely if not followed by

sequential burns. Additional sunlight helps seedlings
• Blade scarification – seedling do not survive long…intense competition from

hardwood species. Not a highly recommended application.
• Hand seeding – did not work well. Also low survival of seedlings and competition

intense
• Discing- not a high density stocking but it remained constant (a separate clearcut area

with discing proved successful)…In a follow up regen survey this still proves to be
the successful site treatment at this area.

• Some of these areas were on the drier side of the AVDe habitat type

Site/Conditions:
Habitat Type:AVDe/AA
Cover type: Red Oak     

See full report    
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