
Fitchburg 
November 2, 2017 

Drinking Water and Groundwater  
Study Group Meeting 



Status of Rock County Groundwater 
and Nitrate Work Group  

 
 

Rick Wietersen  
Environmental Health Director for the Rock 

County Public Health Department 



High Capacity Well Update 
 
 
 

Adam Freihoefer 
Water Use Section Chief  



Replacement, reconstruction, and 
transfer of high capacity wells 

Model and evaluate hydrology of 
specified water bodies to determine 
whether existing and potential 
groundwater withdrawals are causing 
significant impacts to water bodies 

High capacity wells constructed, 
replaced, reconstructed, or 
transferred within the study area after 
June 3, 2017, must submit metered 
water use to DNR 

Lake associations allowed to obtain a 
high capacity well to assist in study of 
lake within study area 

2017 Act 10 Overview 



2017 Act 10 Update 

Guidance for the reconstruction, replacement, 
& transfer of high capacity wells 

Update DNR’s high capacity well website 

Begin project scope and timeline for Act 10 study 



High Capacity Well Website 

http://dnr.wi.gov/topic/Wells/HighCap/  

http://dnr.wi.gov/topic/Wells/HighCap/


Central Sands Lakes Study 
Evaluate and model hydrology of Pleasant 
Lake, Plainfield Lake, Long Lake “to 
determine whether existing and potential 
groundwater withdrawals are causing or 
are likely to cause a significant reduction of 
the lake's water level below its average 
seasonal levels” 



Central Sands Lakes Study 

Data 
Collection 

If significant impacts are identified 
and special measures required… 

Groundwater 
Flow 

Modeling 

Resource 
Evaluation 

for 
Significance  

Field Study 

Reports to Legislature 

Study findings, identify potential 
special measures, and economic 
impact analysis 

Public Hearing 



Central Sands Lakes Study 

Key Dates: 
• June 3, 2017 -  Act 10 becomes law 
• November 2017 - Scope of work is released 
• June 3, 2021 - Deadline for the DNR to submit deliverables to Legislature 



Contact Information 
 

Adam Freihoefer 
Adam.Freihoefer@Wisconsin.gov  
(608) 267-7638  

mailto:Adam.Freihoefer@Wisconsin.gov


 
 

Break 



Beyond RTCR Assessment 
Requirements: Identifying Microbial 
Contaminants to Suggest Corrective 

Actions  
 
 

Alyssa Beck and Sharon Kluender 
 Wisconsin State Laboratory of Hygiene  



Program Update:  
Cross Connection Control Workgroup 

 
 
 

Eileen Pierce 
Drinking Water and Groundwater Field Supervisor   



Goal  
Achieve consistent implementation of 
cross connection control program 
requirements across Wisconsin, s. NR 
810.15, Wis. Adm. Code. 
 
Optimize efficient use of resources by 
DNR and the regulated community. 
 



Feedback from Third Party 
Inspection Agent:   

DNR is inconsistent in determining 
which commercial properties are of 
“similar or lesser risk” to residential 
properties.  This affects how often 
surveys are required; every 2 years or 
every 10 years.  
 
s. NR 810.15(1)(c), Wis. Adm. Code. 



Scope 
• Update DNR Operations Handbook 
• Update Annual Report Form, if 

necessary.  Explore electronic 
reporting. 

• Develop templates for DNR use. 
• Develop training for DNR. 
 



Workgroup 
• Include internal and external 

stakeholders. 
• Provide regular updates to the DG 

Study Group 
• Post any proposed changes or new 

guidance for public review and 
comment. 



How you can help … 
• Suggest external participants 

– Municipal Water System Representative 
– Third Party Inspection Agent 
– Large Industrial/Commercial Representative 

(High Risk) 
– Licensed Plumber Representative 
– Other? 

• Monitor progress 
• Provide Input 

 



Contact Information 
 

Eileen Pierce  
eileen.pierce@wisconsin.gov   
(608) 275-3311  

mailto:eileen.pierce@wisconsin.gov


Program Update:  
Lead & Copper Monitoring Updates 

 
 

Adam DeWeese, Public Water Supply Section Chief  
and  

Cathy Wunderlich, Public Water Engineering Section Chief 



Number of Active Sites 

NR 809.547(3), Wis. Adm. Code 



Site Selection 
Tier 1 
 Single Family Home 

 Constructed in 1983 or 1984 and has copper plumbing with lead solder 
 Lead plumbing 
 Lead service or lead gooseneck 

 
Tier 2 
 Building with multiple users (multi-family building or business) 

 Constructed in 1983 or 1984 and has copper plumbing with lead solder 
 Lead plumbing 
 Lead service or lead gooseneck 

 
Tier 3 
 Single Family Home 

 Constructed prior to 1983 and has copper plumbing with lead solder 
 

Exceptional 
• Doesn’t meet Tier 1-3 criteria 



Monitoring Site Plans and Revisions 



Triggered Action Level Exceedance 



Contact Information 
 

Adam DeWeese 
Adam.DeWeese@wisconsin.gov  
(608) 264-9229  
 
Cathy Wunderlich  
Cathrine.Wunderlich@Wisconsin.gov  
(608) 266-0857  

mailto:Adam.DeWeese@wisconsin.gov
mailto:Cathrine.Wunderlich@Wisconsin.gov


 
 

Wrap – up and adjourn 
 



 
Adjourn 

 
Next Meeting Date: 
January 31, 2018  

GEF 2, State Natural Resources Building, 
Madison, 9:30a.m. – 12:30 p.m.  

 
Meeting minutes will be posted on the Drinking 

Water & Groundwater Study Group website 
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