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DATE: November, 13, 2008

TO: Todd Schaller - Section Chief
Recreational Safety and Education Section

FROM: Brenda Von Rueden
SUBJECT: Report on 2008 Learn to Bear Hunt

GOALS OF THE PROGRAM
The goals of the Learn to Beat Hunt program are:

1. To provide a bear hunting experience to novice hunters who would not otherwise get that chance
to hunt bear other than through the Learn to Hunt Program.

2. To provide a safe and memorable first-time introductory bear hunting experience to novice
hunters through experienced and qualified mentors.

3. To teach novice hunters about the habits of bear, how to read bear sign, check baits, track and
handle hounds, use proper shooting techniques and safely handle firearms.

4. To provide an opportunity for experienced bear hunters to contribute to overall conservation
efforts by giving something back to the hunting heritage through recruiting the next generation of
safe, legal, ethical and responsible hunters to carry on the bear hunting tradition.

MODIFICATIONS BASED ON WORK IN 2008

In the spring of 2008, based on several years of experience with the Learn to Bear Hunt Program, the
Department staff and the Wisconsin Bear Hunters Association worked together to make modifications in
procedures used in the implementation of the Learn to Hunt Program.

Those modifications were captured on the DNR website at:

http://dnr.wi.gov/org/land/wildlife/hunt/bear/guidelines.pdf

RESULTS OF 2008 LEARN TO HUNT PROGRAM

The Learn to Bear Hunt drawing took place in Madison on July 15", 2008. Present for the drawing were
Rich Kirchmeyer, Kurt Thiede, Randy Stark, Jon King, Ben Mott (via conference call) and Brenda Von
Rueden.

We had 171 participant applications. There were a total of 40 participants drawn at random knowing that
only 27 would be able to participate. Our reason for drawing 40 was to ensure and secure spots if some of
the top 27 were not able to participate.

The Learn to Bear Hunt Program hunt was held August 22", 23" and 24" 2008. A variety of bait sitting
and hound hunts took place in Bayfield, Chippewa, Douglas, Marinette, and Oconto counties. There were
a total of 27 participants and 19 bear harvested.






