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SUBJECT: Feasibility Study, Mastel' Plan and Environmental Impact Statement for the proposed Glacial Heritage Area 

FOR: OCTOBER BOARD MEETING --------

TO BE PRESENTED BY: Steve Miller, Tom Hauge, Dan Schuller 

SUMMARY: 

The Feasibility Study, Mastel' Plan, and Environmental Impact Statement for the proposed Glacial Heritage Area (GHA) 
have been completed. The Department concludes that the proposed GHA project is feasible from the standpoint of legal 
authority, recreational and ecological soundness, public support, and availability of funding. In preparing the EIS for the 
proposed GHA project, the DNR has complied with the requirements of WEPA, s. 1.11, Stats. and Ch . NR 150, Wis. 
Adm. Code. 

Working with a group of local leaders over the past four years, the Department has developed a proposal for a network of 
recreation and conservation lands centered primarily in western Jefferson County. 
To summarize, the GHA project would: 

- Expand 5 existing parks and establish 7 new parks. 
- Establish 100 miles of trails linking parks and cities and villages. 
- Protect pockets of land along major rivers and streams for canoe access and to protect important riparian habitat areas. 
- Expand II State Wildlife Areas and buffer them with Rural Landscape Protection Areas. 
- Establish the Crawfish Prairie Habitat Area. 

The GHA project would be a nnique pal1nership among the Department, county park depal1ments (most notably the 
Jefferson County Park DepaI1ment), municipalities, conservation groups, non-profit groups, business interests, and others. 

The GHA plan can be viewed at http://dnr.wi.gov/orglland/facilities/glacial/documents.htm!. 

RECOMMENDATION: The Depattment recommends that the Natural Resources Board approve the feasibility study and 
master plan for the Glacial Heritage Area. 
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