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SUBJECT: Requesl adoption of Board Order WM-16-09, revisions to NR 10 relating to white-tailed deer population 
goals. 

FOR: OCTOBER,2009 BOARD MEETING 

TO BE PRESENTED BY: Keith Warnke, Big Game Biologist 

SUMMARY: 

The department is required to conduct deer management unit boundary and overwinter population goal reviews at 
three-year intervals. The department gathered input for this review from a stakeholder advisory panel, through 40 public 
meetings, and five hearings held during the month of August. 

Changes to the over winter popUlation goal are recommended in 15 units. Population goals would be increased in 13 
units and would decrease in two. 

No boundary changes are recommended at this time. During the next three years a study will be conducted to identify the 
population monitoring benefits of consolidating existing DMUs. The study would be a comparison of the precision gained 
from unit consolidation relative to the 2009 DMU structure. 

Population goals and DMUs serve as the foundation for managing the deer herd and determining deer hunting season 
structures. The proposed population goals are based on; I) canying capacity as detennined by unit population responses 
to habitat quality and historical records of winter severity, 2) hunter success in harvesting and seeing deer and public deer 
viewing opportunities, 3) ecological and economic impacts of deer browsing, 4) disease transmission, 5) concern for deer 
vehicle collisions, 6) Chippewa treaty harvest, 7) hunter access to land in a deer management unit, 8) ability to keep the 
deer herd in a deer management unit at goal, and 9) tolerable levels of deer damage to crops. 

RECOMMENDATION: Adoption of Board Order WM-16-09, revisions to NR 10 relating to white-tailed deer population 
goals. 
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