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SUMMARY

No adult peregrines were observed at Mississippi River nest sites
during 1991.

Fifteen peregrine chicks were received for release at City Hall
in La Crosse. One died due to disease, two died due to
collisions with buildings, one was euthanized due to loss of part
of its beak and one received a wing injury and will be released
again.

Two adult peregrines tried unsuccessfully to nest on the Capitol
building in Madison. Egg shell fragments were found below the
small ledge they tried to use as a nest site. It is believed
that both birds are banded. Band numbers have not been read on
these birds.

The male and female from the 1990 pair returned to the Milwaukee
hack/nest box. The male was found dead in March; cause of death
was avian tuberculosis. He was quickly replaced by a one-year
old male released in Madison in 1990. Four eggs were laid, but
only one hatched. A captive raised chick was added to the nest.
Both young have successfully fledged from the nest.

The program has again attracted much attention from the general
public and has proven to be a good educational mechanism.

Appendix A is not included in this report.

BUREAU OF ENDANGERED RESOURCES
Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources
P. 0. Box 7921
Madison, WI 53707
608-266-7012

October 1991

ureau of
Eﬂdﬂni&red
ESOUTCes

NOUATE: Due o budged constraint only 3 hmiled
number of these reports sre printed.  The malerial
b ol vopyrighied, so il you seed additionsl
copies; please have photocopicd. Thask yos







WISCONSIN DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES
BUREAU OF ENDANGERED RESOURCES
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Study 212: RESTORATION OF PEREGRINE FALCONS TO WISCONSIN

PERFORMANCE REPORT
1 July 1990 to 30 June 1991

SUMMARY

No adult peregrines were observed at Mississippi River nest sites
during 1991.

Fifteen peregrine chicks were received for release at City Hall
in La Crosse. One died due to disease, two died due to
collisions with buildings, one was euthanized due to loss of part
of its beak and one received a wing injury but was released
again.

Two adult peregrines tried unsuccessfully to nest on the Capitol
building in Madison. Egg shell fragments were found below the
small ledge they tried to use as a nest site. It is believed
that both birds are banded. Band numbers have not been read on
these birds.

The male and female from the 1990 pair returned to the Milwaukee
hack/nest box. The male was found dead in March; cause of death
was avian tuberculosis. He was quickly replaced by a one-year
old male released in Madison in 1990. Four eggs were laid, but
only one hatched. A captive raised chick was added to the nest.
Both young have successfully fledged from the nest.

The program has again attracted much attention from the general
public and has proven to be a good educational mechanism.
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RECOMMENDATIONS

A stable and long-term funding source is needed. The 1991
releases were made possible with funding from the Tympanuchus
Cupido Pinnatus Society, USFWS-PR, USFWS-Section 15, First
Wisconsin Development Corporation and private donations.

It is unlikely that peregrines will be able to establish
themselves in their historic nesting sites without adequate
funding for management and protection.

Seven nest boxes have been installed by the Wisconsin Pereqrine
Society along Lake Michigan. Additional boxes should be placed
along the Mississippi River.

Releases should continue for 1992, Less than 100 peregrine
chicks have been released in the past five years. Two potential
release sites exist for 1992: Racine/Kenosha and La Crosse.

There have been some negative interactions between peregrine
falcons and common terns, another endangered species. Peregrines
have been documented as taking young terns at Duluth, MN, and
Green Bay, WI. More information should be gathered on this
problem.

Job 212.1 INVENTORY AND PRCTECT NESTING HABITAT

Objectives: Update and expand information gathered by The Nature
Conservancy in 1986. Complete assessment form for three historic
nest sites per year. Coordinate an annual spring breeding
survey. Complete management form for two sites per year,
Implement recommendations in plan which may include tree cutting,
predator control, sign posting, etc. Consult platt maps and
landowners to determine ownership and land usage patterns for six
potential sites.

Proceduyres: Activities are outlined and described in the
Wisconsin Peregrine Falcon Recovery Plan (Gieck 1987).

Findings: Funding was not available for preparation of
management plans and so no action was taken.

An annual survey of historic sites was conducted in April 1991
with the help of Minnesota and Wisconsin Falconers Associations.
No peregrines were seen along the Mississippi River. Breeding
pairs were present in Milwaukee and Madison. One peregrine was
present in Green Bay. Other observations by the general public
were investigated when appropriate.




Two adult peregrines tried unsuccessfully to nest on the Capitol
building in Madison. Egg shell fragments were found below the
small ledge they tried to use as a nest site. It is believed
that both birds are banded. Band numbers have not been read on
these birds.

The male and female from the 1990 pair returned to the Milwaukee
hack/nest box. The male was found dead in March; cause of death
was avian tuberculosis. He was guickly replaced by a one-year
old male released in Madison in 1990. Four eggs were laid, but
only one hatched. A captive raised chick was added to the nest.
Both young have successfully fledged from the nest.

Job 212.2 REINTRODUCTION PROGRAM

Objectives: Prioritize areas/sites annually for release of
peregrine falcons. Install boxes, prepare legal agreements,
consult with building managers, cover vents and fans, etc.

Obtain permit from USFWS for predator control if needed. Prepare
purchase order, make arrangements to receive chicks from TNC-
Minnesota. Construct hacking tower/boxes at two new sites.
Acquire peregrine food. Hire hack site attendants. Conduct
release of falcons. Conduct annual survey to monitor past
release sites. Investigate reports by public of peregrine
falcons.

Procedures: Activities are outlined and described in the
Wisconsin Peregrine Falcon Recovery Plan (Gieck 1987).

Hacking procedures were followed as described in "Hacking: a
method for releasing peregrine falcons and other birds of prey"
(Sherred, et al 1982).

Findings: La Crosse was chosen as the 1991 release site due to
its proximity to historic nest sites on the Mississippi River, it
would be an urban release site and the 1990 site was occupied by
a territorial pair.

A legal agreement between the WDNR and City Council of La Crosse
was completed for the La Crosse release site.

Fifteen peregrine chicks were purchased from The Nature
Conservancy = Minnesota. Food (coturnix quail) for the
peregrines was obtained from the closest source.

A limited term employee (Patricia Skewes) and an intern student
(Pandora Hutchinson) were hired as the hack site attendants.
They began work at the beginning of June. Once the peregrines
arrived, the attendants fed and monitored the activities of the
birds on a daily basis.




The first group of five peregrines arrived at the La Crosse
release site on June 4. A sixth bird joined them three days
later and all were released on June 1l1. Six more chicks arrived
on June 20. The final four chicks arrived on July 12.

All birds were banded with U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service leg
bands and anodized black and white bands from Minnesota. The
bird's wings were also color marked with spray paint to aid in
identification while in flight.

The media was invited to view the birds on their day of arrival.
An informational display was placed in the lobby of City Hall.

Many volunteers helped watch the birds. Each volunteer received
a certificate of appreciation.

Details of the release project are found in the attached hack
site attendant report.

Job 212.3 FPROVIDE PROTECTION

Objectives: Review falconry regulation changes. MNotify wardens
of when and where activities will be taking place. Assist with
case investigations. Prepare raptor identification brochure for
hunters, trappers, falconers. Prepare program for LE recruits on
raptor identification. Research if contaminants are prevalent in
peregrine eggs and/or prey items. Provide recommendations to
prevent environmental contamination.

Procedures: Activities are outlined and described in the
Wisconsin Peregrine Falcon Recovery Plan (Gieck 1987).
Findings: No changes were made in the falconry requlations.

Local wardens and wildlife staff were notified prior to the
arrival of the peregrines.

Funding was not available for the development of an
identification brochure.

The three unhatched eggs from the Milwaukee nest were measured
for shell thickness and an analysis of their contents will be
completed. Shell thickness was normal.




Job 212.4 COORDINATION, INFORMATION & EDUCATION

Objectives: Attend regional peregrine symposium, chair Wisconsin
Recovery Team and distribute newsletter. Develop informational
display at release sites. Distribute slideshow/video.
Disseminate written materials available. Prepare "outdoor
reports", submit articles to journals and conduct interviews with

media people. Submit annual report to Passenger Pigeon for
publication.
Procedures: Activities are outlined and described in the

Wisconsin Peregrine Falcon Recovery Plan (Gieck 1987).

Findings: Charlene Gieck gave a presentation of the Wisconsin
program as the annual Midwest Peregrine Symposium in St. Paul.

The Peregrine Panorama newsletter was written and distributed
during the field season. Copies are attached. The mailing list
has approximately 100 people on it.

A display explaining the program was created for the La Crosse
City Hall site.

Many newspaper articles and tv updates were written by the local

reporters in La Crosse. Several talks were given to interested
groups.

Job 212.5 ANNUAL REPORT
Objective: Prepare annual report.
Procedures: Write an summary of the year's activities.

Findings: The report was written.







