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SUMMARY

The Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources continued its bald
eagle and osprey management programs. They are designed to
monitor population trends and provide information to protect
nesting territories.

One aerial survey was conducted for bald eagles to document
active nest sites. A total of 398 territories showed at least
"some degree of activity". Of these, 358 were active
territories.

Twenty-one eaglets were furnished to reintroduction projects in
other states (5-Tennessee; 9-Arkansas; 7-Missouri).

Banding of eagles occurred only in conjunction with nest visits
for contaminant monitoring or translocatin efforts. These
activities took place on the Wisconsin, Mencminee and Mississippi
rivers, Lake Superior shoreline and counties adjacent to the Fox
River/Green Bay estuary.

Information continues to be collected on dead or injured bald
eagles. In 1989, 46 birds were recovered. Between January and
August of 1990, 34 bald eagles have been recovered.

The 1990 mid-winter bald eagle survey was conducted in Janaury.
One hundred and five participants surveyed 37 counties. A total
of 410 bald eagles were counted. Of these, 384 were adults.

One osprey aerial survey was conducted in May by DNR field staff.
0of these, 316 nests were active. Again, 2/3 of the active nests
occurred on platforms (a total of 217 platforms).
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Bald Eagle Breeding Results - 1990
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INTRODUCTION

Several changes occurred in the eagle management program for
1990. Charles Sindelar, who conducted the statewide survey for
many years, was not able to do so for 1990. The district
wildlife managers conducted the flights using DNR pilots and
aircraft. Due to increasing numbers of eagles and status change
from endangered to threatened, only one flight was conducted in
§ﬂst areas. Statewide productivity will be documented again in
994.

Translocation efforts and contaminant monitoring studies allowed
us to gather productivity data in some parts of the state.

METHODS

Aerial surveys were conducted in April by DNR wildlife managers
and pilots. Mid-June productivity flights were conducted in
parts of Northwest District (NWD) for translocation efforts and
along the Lake Superior shoreline in North Central District
(NCD) .

The Mississippi River was surveyed from Twin Cities to Minnesota
border by Joan Galli. Bob Foster, USFWS, surveyed from Winona to
Savanna, IL.

The St. Croix River was surveyed by DNR for activity and by St.
Croix National Scenic Riverway personnel for productivity.

Gary Zimmer, Forest Service, conducted the flights for Nicolet
National Forest. MNorm Weiland, Forest Service, conducted flights
for Cheguamegon National Forest.




RESULTS

A total of 398 territories showed at least some degree of
activity up 4% from 1989. Of these, 358 were occupied.

District S.D. of Activity Activ e tories
Counties 1989 1990 1989 1990
NORTHWEST

Taylor 5] (1 5 5
Sawyer 39 38 32 33
Rusk 9 9 9 9
Price 13 13 10 12
Washburn 23 19 18 17
Burnett 20 26 18 23
Polk 6 7 6 7
Barron 10 10 7 10
Iron 20 20 16 20
Douglas 20 18 16 18
Bayfield 17 12 13 11
Ashland 14 14 11 14
subtotal 196 192 161 179

NORTH CENTRAL

Marathon 4 4 4 2
Lincoln 12 13 8 10
Langlade 4 6 4 5
Oneida 31 47 38 42
Vilas 60 59 50 48
Forest 16 16 13 16
Juneau 2 2 1 2
Portage 3 3 2 1
Adams - 1 - 1
Wood 2 1 2 D
subtotal 134 152 122 127
SOUTHERN

Grant 2 2 1 2
Jefferson - - - -
Marquette - - - -

subtotal 2 2 1 2




o . ) syt
Counties 1989 1930 1989

LAKE MICHIGAN

Waupaca - - -
Outagamie 2 2 2
Winnebago - - -
Calumet = = B
Waushara

Shawano

Florence

Menomonie

Oconto

Marinette 1

Ll -

Manitowoc
Door

Brown - = -
Kewaunee - - -

[=]
2
=)

subtotal 28 27 25
WESTERN

St. Croix
Pierce
Dunn
Chippewa
Pepin

Eau Claire

DD WO WW
I W
0O LNk

I

Jackson
Buffalo
Trempealeau
Clark

(=N =N -
1
(=N =T - =

La Crosse
Monroe
Vernon
Crawford

wooe
[
MO O

subtotal 23 25 19

TOTAL 383 398 32s

A "-" means no information is available.
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Breeding Eagle Survey
Results, 1973-90
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BALD EAGLE
ACTIVE TERRITORIES - 1990

Total = 358
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LAKE SUPERIOR RESULTS

On Lake Superior shoreline the number of nesting pairs increased
to 15 in 1990; up from the previous high of 12 in 1986, 1987 and
1989. Active nests on Apostle Islands also reached a high of 9
in 1990. Reproduction was not as glowing. Only 8 of 15 (53%)
nests were successful. This is in comparison to 73% in 1988 and
75% in 198%. A total of 9 young were produced (0.6 young per
occupied territory); the lowest number since 1985. New
territories were established in Iron and Douglas counties and two
inactive territories on the Apostle Islands became active.

EAGLES AND HUMANSB

In the North Central District 12 pairs of eagles nested within
100 feet of a house or cabin. Seven of these occurred in Oneida
County and five in Vilas County. Ten of the 12 nests were
successful (83%) and 15 young were produced (1.25 young/occupied
territory).

TRANSLOCATION EFFORTS

Since 1975 one hundred and twenty-one (121) eaglets have been
supplied to other states for reintroduction programs. In 1990,
21 eaglets were collected from NCD and NWD nests. Seven eaglets
went to Missouri, five to Tennessee and nine to Arkansas. These
eaglets receive colored patagial (wing) tags before they were
released. After release, one Tennessee eaglet flew north and was
recovered 50 miles north of the Twin Cities. After
rehabilitation at The Raptor Center, St. Paul, MN, it will be
released again on the Mississippi River.

BALVAGE OF SPECIMENS

When sick or injured bald eagles are encountered, they are picked
up and turned over to The Raptor Center, St. Paul. Dead
specimens are turned over to the USFWS National Wildlife Health
Center, Madison.

The fellowing table illustrates the cause of bald eagle injuries
and mortalities in Wisconsin for 1989 and January to July of
1990,







