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TO WISCONSIN = 19S50
by Charlene M. Gieck

SUMMARY

Nineteen peregrine chicks were received for release in Madison.
Only one bird died; the cause appears to be collision with a
vehicle. An adult peregrine was also present in Madison. It is
believed to be an unbanded female at least two years old. She
mildly harrassed the young that were released and caused no
injuries.

The male and female from the 1989 pair returned to the Milwaukee
hack/nest box. Four eggs were laid and all of them hatched,
producing three females and one male. All of the young have
successfully fledged from the nest.

No adult peregrines returned to the Mississippi River nest sites.

The program has again attracted much attention from the general
public and has proven to be a good educational mechanism.

Note: Appendices A and C are not included. They can be cbtained
separately.
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SUMMARY

No adult peregrines returned to the Mississippi River nest
sites.

Nineteen peregrine chicks were received for release in
Madison. Only one bird died; the cause appears to be collision
with a vehicle. An adult peregrine was also present in Madison.
It is believed to be an unbanded female at least two years old.
She mildly harrassed the young that were released and caused no
injuries.

The male and female from the 1989 pair returned to the
Milwaukee hack/nest box. Four eggs were laid and all of them
hatched - producing three females and one male. All have
successfully fledged from the nest.

The program has again attracted much attention from the general
public and has proven to be a good educational mechanism.
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RECOMMENDATIONS

A stable and long-term funding source is desperately needed.
The 1990 releases were made possible with funding from the
Tympanuchus Cupido Pinnatus Society. The outloock for 1991 is
again grim, with very little money being allotted from the
Endangered Resources Fund, no federal funds and few other sources
for the purchase of chicks and management.

It is unlikely that peregrines will be able to establish
themselves in their historic nesting sites without adequate
funding for management and protection.




The focus for release sites has been to use cities. These
release sites are safer from predators, but other problems can
occur. The choice for future release sites is very slim - there
are few tall (over 10 story) buildings in Wisconsin. The amount
of liability insurance coverage is always a long discussed issue
before building owners allow us on the roof or ledge. Research
should be conducted to determine the feasibility of establishing
a tower release site in Wisconsin.

With the exception of 1990, the releases of peregrine chicks
have been occuring at a rate of less than 75% of that recommended
by the Recovery Flan (1987: 70%, 1988: 40%, 1989:50% and 1990:
95%). After the 1991 releases, an evaluation should be conducted
to determine the feasibility of reaching the current recovery
goal. If releases are recommended for after 1991, they should be
conducted at a rate of not less than 20 young per year.

Job 212.1 COORDINATE THE IMPLEMENTATION OF PEREGRINE
FALCON RECOVERY PLAN

B tns

To coordinate the activities required for recovery of
peregrine falcons in Wisconsin.

Procedures:

The activities are outlined and described in the Wisconsin
Peregrine Falcon Recovery Plan (Gieck 1987).

Findings:

The many activities needed to recover a species necessitate
having one person oversee these activities to ensure their
progress and completion. Charlene M. Gieck, Nongame Biologist,
continued as the Peregrine Project Coordinator and has supervised
and/or completed the following actions.

A state Recovery Team was formed in May 1988 with Department
of Natural Resources (DNR) staff and outside experts. The Team
is an advisory group and is responsible to 1) assist with
implementation of the Recovery Plan, 2) address issues relating
to predator contreol and 3) determine issues and actions relative
to the management of peregrine falcons.

The March 3, 1990 Recovery Team meeting produced the
following approved recommendations: 1) use Madison as the sole
release site for 1990. Use LaCrosse if breeding birds occupy
Madison; 2) conduct some type of experimental management along
the Mississippi River and 3) install nest boxes along the Lake
Michigan shoreline, Mississippi River and in Madison.




An informal newsletter, Pereqrine Panorama (Appendix A) was
printed and distributed to keep DNR staff and other interested
persons informed of the status of the program. The mailing list
has approximately 250 people on it.

Gieck gave a presentation at the Regional Peregrine
Symposium in Minnesota on March 23, 1990. Representatives from
Midwest States gave reports on the status of their programs and
goals were reaffirmed. Problems and ideas about peregrine
projects were shared.

The Milwaukee release/nest site was less stressful at the
end of 1989. Of the three eggs laid, only one hatched; the eyas
was a female. A captive raised male chick was added to the nest.
Both fledged with ideal parenting behavior from the adults. The
young female was found dead later in the summer - cause is
unknown. The young male was captured and released at the Cedar
Grove Bird Banding Station in the fall.

In preparation for 1990, legal agreements for the use of the
box on the First Wisconsin Building were drafted and approved. A
wall display and monitoring camera were installed in the
building.

McArthur and Sibella returned to the First Wisconsin Center
to nest. McArthur is the male from last years pair. Sibella was
released from Isle Royale in 1988 and mated with McArthur in
1989. Four eggs were laid in April. All four eggs hatched by
May 5, producing three females and one male. The young were
banded and blood samples taken on May 22. Sibella was also
captured that day and a blood sample taken.

The Wisconsin Peregrine Society provided a site attendant to
watch the development of young and behavior of the adults.

Contaminant monitoring funding was not available to monitor
problems that may exist in the peregrine's prey.

Updates of the program's progress were given to the media on
an ongoing basis. Several talks detailing the program were given
by Gieck to interested groups.

Volunteers were given certificates as a thank you for their
involvement and time.

Job 212.2 PREPARE SITE-MANAGEMENT PLANS
Objective:

To prepare specific site-management plans for natural nest
site locations.




Procedure:

Activity 1.2 as outlined and described in the Wisconsin
Peregrine Falcon Recovery Plan (Gieck 1987).

Concise information sheets have been developed by the
Eastern Peregrine Falcon Recovery Team for territories using a
standardized format. These information sheets facilitate
identification of future management needs on an individual
territory basis. A ground check of each territory is required
and the following information recorded:

1. Habitat type, prey availability, natural predators.
2. Identificaiton of all roads, trails, and dwellings.
3. Recommendations to reduce disturbance factors.

4. Reproductive history.

Findings:

Site mangement plans were slated for the Alma and Maiden
Rock sites - two active nest sites between 1986-89.

Both the Alma and Maiden Rock management plans are in draft
form. Dr. Redig and associates surveyed and characterized the
Mississippi River historical nest sites in 1975 using Eastern
Recovery Team format. This information is basically the same and
used in the management plans.

Additional information is still being collected from other
sources to be included in the plan. These sites were not active
in 1990. Plans were put on hold due to 1) uncertainty of
appropriate management efforts and 2) unwillingness of private
landowners to be involved with experimental management.

All specific location information will remain confindential.
Management guidelines for peregrine habitat were developed

and incorporated into the Endangered Resources Handbook
(Appendix B).

Job 212.3 MANAGE NATURAL NEST SITES

Objective:

To survey historic sites for returning adults and provide
management at nest sites to promote successful reproduction by
peregrine falcons.




Procedures:

Activities 1.1 and 1.2 as outlined and described in the
Wisconsin Peregrine Falcon Recovery Plan (Gieck 1987).

Findings:

The Nature Conservancy (TNC) has cooperated with the DNR to
determine ownership of the historic sites. TNC's Registry
Program intern visited the sites and discussed management with
the landowners in 1989. By joining the Registry Program, the
landowner verbally agrees to protect the land and to notify TNC
if changes occur. Usage of surrounding lands should be further
researched. No additional work occurred in 1990.

A breeding survey of historic peregrine eyries was conducted
with the help of the Minnesota and Wisconsin Falconers
Associations and other volunteers. The survey occurred on April
28 and 29 and concentrated on the Mississippi River area. Three
single birds were seen, but they were non-territorial
individuals. Other observations by the general public are
investigated when appropriate.

The Alma and Maiden Rock sites were not active in 1990, so
no management occurred at these sites. The lack of funding
prevented management to enhance the sites.

Prey in the form of shorebirds and waterfowl are abundant in
these areas, so that further enhancement of prey is not
necessary.

Job 212.4 PREPARE ANNUAL REPORT
Objective:

To prepare an annual report in summary of the project's
activities,

Procedures:

Part of activity 4 of the Recovery Plan to maintain
communication. The activities completed or in progress are
summarized here. Copies of this report will be sent to
interested persons.

Findings
The report was completed.







