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REINTRODUCTION OF THE TRUMPETER SWAN
1988-89

by Sumner W. Matteson

SUMMARY

Four of five overwintering sites have been established: two in
western St. Croix County, one in southern Dane County, and one in
Waukesha County. These sites were selected because they are
relatively isolated from human disturbance and have a low
probability of harboring spent lead shot or lead sinkers.
Periodic health checks will monitor the health of the swans.

The cross-fostering program has been discontinued because it is
not cost-effective and success has been poor.

Approval was granted from several sources to permit Wisconsin to
cbtain Alaskan trumpeter swan eggs. Sixty Alaskan eggs were
collected (40 for Wisconsin, 20 for Minnesota). Fifty-nine of
these eqggs were placed in artificial incubators; 57 hatched.
Large wooden pens were built at two overwintering sites to house
the Alaskan cygnets until they reach 13 weeks of age.

Public information and education activities were continued to
enhance awareness of the reintroduction effort.

The 1988 issues of the Wisconsin Trumpeter Swan Recovery
Newsletter are included in this report.
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JOB: 216.1 Establish overwintering sites
216.2 Coordinate cross-fostering program
216.3 Coordinate Alaskan program
216.4 Develop public I and E program
Job 216.1 Identify and establish overwintering sites for

captive-raised Trumpeter Swans.

Four of 5 overwintering sites have been established: two in western
St. Croix County (21 swans present), one in southern Dane County
(13 swans present), and one in Waukesha County (10 swans present).
A fifth site is planned in northwestern Wisconsin. Each of these
sites are fenced and are selected as overwintering sites because
they are relatively isolated from human disturbance and are not
known to have, or have a low probability of harboring, spent lead
shot or lead sinkers. Each of the overwintering sites is aerated
to provide open water during winter and each site is managed by an
LTE site attendant, with supervision by a DNR wildlife manager.
Periodic health checks occur to monitor the possible development
of disease and swans are wing-clipped once each year until they
reach age 2 years, when they are paired with unrelated birds and
released at selected wetland sites in the state.

Job 216.2 Coordinate the development of the cross-fostering
program.

This job has been discontinued because it is not cost-effective and
success, measured by the number of young to survive to at least one
year of age, has been poor. Only 1 young from 35 cross-fostered
eggs has survived to 1 year of age. Snapping turtle predation,
lead poisoning, and cob aggression toward fostered cygnets were
responsible for the deaths of fostered cygnets. WNo monies were




allocated to this job during the reporting pericd.

Job 216.3 Obtain permission from respective flyway councils,
obtain permits to collect eggs from the U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service (USFWS) and the Alaska
Department of Fish and Game; complete cocoperative
agreements as necessary with the states of MIchigan,
Minnesota, and the Milwaukee County Zoo; coordinate
the collection and transfer of Alaska Trumpeter Swan
eggs to the Milwaukee County Zoo; provide direction
for the placement and handling of Alaskan cygnets
at fenced overwintering sites.

The year 1989 marked a watershed year in the development of the
recovery program. With approval from the Mississippi and Pacific
flyways, and permits obtained from the USFWS and the Alaska
Department of Fish and Game, the use of a private jet was donated
to the recovery program to fly from Milwaukee to Fairbanks on 5
June 1989, The jet was donated by the Windway Capital Corporation
and piloted by Terry and Mary Kohler. Of 60 Alaskan eggs collected
(40 for Wisconsin, 20 for Michigan) on 6 June 1989 by Sumner
Matteson, with assistance from USFWS pilot/biclogist Rod King, 57
of 59 (97%) eggs placed in artificial incubators hatched, record
success for a North American swan conservation program. Thirty-
eight of 39 Alaskan eggs incubated at the Milwaukee County Zoo
hatched between 13 June and 27 June. Large wooden pens were built
at two overwintering sites to house the Alaskan cygnets until they
reached 13 weeks of age, at which time the wing-clipped birds were
allowed access to the overwintering pond.

Job 216.4 Develop and disseminate a public information and
education program to enhance awareness of the
reintroduction effort.

Continued public information and education activities included
development of a video program and poster paper on the recovery
effort, development of a life-tracks on the swan, talks at
conferences, bird clubs, and nature centers, and the establishment
of a Friends group to assist with education efforts. A slide show
was developed but needs to be revised to reflect the program's
current status. Press releases have been well coordinated
statewide, and the recovery program has received considerable
attention during the reporting period.
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The goal of the Wisconsin trumpeter swan recovery program is to
establish a migratory and breeding population of at least 20
pairs by the year 2000. The program presently involves 3
strategies: 1) cross-fostering trumpeter swan eggs under mute
swans; 2) isolation-rearing of Alaskan trumpeter swans hatched
out from artificially incubated eggs; 3) parent-rearing of
cygnets by captive pairs of trumpeters. All Alaskan birds and
parent-reared cygnets will be transferred to overwintering sites
until 23 months of age, then paired and released at selected
sites. The WDNR will establish a total of 5 overwintering sites:
2 in the Western District, and 1 each in the Southern District,
the Northwest District, and the Southeast District.

CROSS-FOSTERING PLANS BET
This year, cress-fostering will include two approaches:

1) monitoring the fate of 15 trumpeter swan eggs (10 eggs
obtained from Port Washington game farmer Elmer Peters and 5
eggs obtained from Sparta game farmer Douglas Hopp) that
will be placed under 3 pairs of mute swans in southeastern
Wisconsin. Also, following the development of cygnets to
fledging and monitoring the behaviors of mute swan foster
parents.

2) observing 2 mute swan pairs and their fostered trumpeter
swan cygnets that will be brought up from Illinois when the
cygnets are 7 weeks of age (and no longer vulnerable to
snapping turtle predation). These 2 pairs, originally from
southeastern Wisconsin, were taken to Illinois game farmer
George Knapp at the end of the 1987 summer. George provided
trumpeter swan eggs last year to Wisconsin and this spring
he will place trumpeter swan eggs under these 2 pairs. We
hope to bring back a total of 10 fostered trumpeter swan
cygnets with the 2 pairs of mute swans.




BECKY ABEL HIRED TO MONITOR
CROSE-FOETERING EVENTS

Former UW-Madison Wildlife Ecology student Becky Abel has been
hired as a 6-month LTE by WDNR’s Bureau of Research to monitor
the fate of cross-fostered trumpeter swan eggs and cygnets at
southeastern Wisconsin locations. Becky’s work will include live-
trapping snapping turtles at selected cross-fostering sites,
documenting behaviors of mute swan foster parents, monitoring the
development and behaviors of fostered cygnets, and radiotagging
fostered cygnets that reach fledging age. She has had extensive
experience with radiotelemetry, including radiotracking Puerto
Rican parrots, coyotes in Colorado, and rabbits and hares in
Wisconsin. She has also studied Canada geese, crows, red-winged
blackbirds, and robins.

Assisting Becky in the field will be UW-Milwaukee intern Maureen
Gross, who has worked as a volunteer on several WDNR projects in
southeastern Wisconsin, including the capture and banding of mute
swans on Phantom Lake in Waukesha County. Maureen will assist
Becky with the transfer of trumpeter swan eggs from Wisconsin
game farms to cross-fostering sites, the transfer of 2 pairs of
mute swans and their fostered trumpeter swan cygnets from George
Knapp's game farm to Wisconsin sites (including locations where
the birds will be gquarantined for 2 weeks while we check out
their health), monitoring cross-fostering activities, and live-
trapping of snapping turtles at cross-fostering sites. If deemed
necessary, Maureen will also be involved in limited live-trapping
of raccoon and mink at the cross-fostering sites.

Both Becky and Maureen will be stationed at Eagle, the WDNR
headquarters of the Southern Unit of the Kettle Moraine State
Forest. They will be supervised by WDNR Wildlife Manager Mark
Andersen and receive occasional assistance in the field from Mike
Mossman, Nongame Research Biologist with WDNR’s Bureau of
Research, and Sumner Matteson, Nongame Biclogist with WDNR'’s
Bureau of Endangered Resources.

LIVE-TRAFPING BNAPPING TURTLES

Live-trapping and tagging of snapping turtles begins April 25 at
selected sites where cross-fostering will occur. Trapping will
occur until late August when a marked decline in snapping turtle
activity is expected during a pre-hibernation period. The
trapping and tagging will be conducted by Becky Abel and Maureen
Gross in consultation with volunteer Doug Zajdel who is
conducting his own study on snapping turtles along the Rock
River. Doug is attempting to determine numbers, sex ratio, age
and size classes, movements, activity periods, and biomass of
snapping turtles caught and recaptured along portions of the Rock
River. Becky and Maureen will follow Doug‘s methods and will
translocate turtles to sites yet to be determined.







