WISCONSIN ENDANGERED RESOURCES REPORT ©0

co v 8] D
(4] = B-89

by Sumner W. Matteson

SUMMARY

The Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources continued the
endangered, threatened, and nongame birds conservation program.

Recovery plans have been completed for: bald eagles, osprey,
peregrine falcon, common tern, forster's tern, common barn-owl,
trumpeter swan, loggerhead shrike, and red-necked grebe.

Inventories to document statewide population levels and identify
critical habitats have been conducted for: red-necked grebe,
great egret, cooper's hawk, red-shouldered hawk, osprey, prairie
chicken, piping plover, common tern, forster's tern, caspian
tern, common barn-owl, and loggerhead shrike.

Monitoring systems to follow population trends and habitat use
for key areas were developed and incorporated into the recovery
plans.

Of 210 nesting platforms placed on 3 lakes, 201 were occupied by
Forster's terns. There were no new barn-owl nest boxes put up in
1989, Of the 100 existing boxes, none were observed to be
utilized by barn-owls.

Vegetation management and secure nesting sites were established
for common terns. No piping plovers nested in Wisconsin in 1989.
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JOB 215.1: RECOVERY PLANNING

No funds were allocated for this job. Recovery plans have been
completed for bald eagle, osprey, peregrine falcon, common tern,
Forster's tern, common barn-owl, trumpeter swan, loggerhead
shrike, and red-necked grebe. A complete set of these recovery
plans accompanied the 1988 performance report.

JOB 215.2: STATEWIDE INVENTORY
OBJECTIVE

Inventory endangered and threatened bird nesting areas to
document statewide population levels and identify critical
habitats.

FINDINGS
Red-necked Grebe (threatened)
Nesting occurred at the following sites:

Rush Lake (Winnebago County) = There were an estimate of 20
breeding pairs on the lake in 1989, with 9 nests located, and 42
adults counted, on 9 June. Nests occurred on floating mounds of
Scirpus (4 nests), on a Scirpus rhizome mat, on a floating mound
of Scirpus and Typha, on a floating mound of Scirpus and mud (2

nests), and on a floating mound of agquatic plant material with
some Scirpus. After heavy rains in early June, water levels rose
substantially and may have washed out or flooded several nests
(Tom Ziebell pers. comm.).




Hanten Pond (St. Croix County) - Last year a pair nested here,
but in 1989 no nesting occurred due to very low water levels
(Bruce Bacon pers. comm.).

Bierbrauer Lake (St. Croix County) - It is quite possible that
the pair that nested on Hanten Pond in 1988 moved to this small
lake, a distance of approximately 1 mile from Hanten. In any
event, this was a new location for nesting red-necked grebes in
1989, A pair nested and produced 1 young (Bruce Bacon pers.
comm. ) .

Oakridge Lake (S5t. Croix County) - In 1988, 1 pair was present
with 2 young. This year, 2 pairs nested but were apparently
unsuccessful; no young were observed (Bruce Bacon pers. comm.).

Grassy Lake (Columbia County) - An adult male was observed here
in spring 1988, but no birds were sighted here in 1989. Very low
water levels may have discouraged red-necked grebes from nesting
here (Sumner Matteson pers. obs.).

Harvey and County DM pond (Dane County) - One pair produced 2
young here in 1988, but no birds were sighted here in 1989. Low
water levels may have discouraged birds from nesting here (Sumner
Matteson pers. obs.)

Great Egret (threatened)

Five colonies were reported in 1988 and 7 were noted in 1989:

Four-mile Island (Dodge County) - A mid-winter count produced a
total of 216 nests in 19B89. (It was estimated that 341 young
were produced.) This is below the average number of nests
recorded for 1971-88: 251 nests (Mike Mossman pers. comm.).

Nelson-Trevino, St. Mary's Bottoms, and Whittman's Bottoms
colonies (Buffalo County) - All sites reported as active this
year, but a census did not occur (David Linderud pers. comm.).
They are located along the Mississippi River and are part of
extensive great-blue heron rookeries.

Dago Slough (Grant County) - No nests found in 1989 (Lyon 1989).
In recent years, 1987 is the only year that great egrets have
nested (2 pairs) here.

Ambrough Slough (Crawford County) - No great egrets nested here
in 1988. This year, 2 active nests were observed on 1 May, but
both of these nests could not be located during a production
survey on 6 June (Lyon 1989).

Lansing Dike (Crawford County) - A lone nest with an incubating
adult was observed on 1 June; no young were observed (Lyon 1989).
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Embarrass River Bottoms (Outagamie County) - No nest count
occurred this year, but the site was reported as active, with 7
adults counted on 7 July 1989 (James Anderson pers. comm.).

Black Brook (St. Croix County) - Kris Belling (in litt. to Randy
Jurewicz) reported that about 6 pairs of great egrets nested in
association with 36-48 pairs of great blue herons on private land
near the Cylon Wildlife Area. This is the first record of great
egrets nesting at this site.

Cooper's Hawk (threatened)

The year 1989 marked the tenth year of field work on the breeding
ecology of Cooper's hawks in Wisconsin by Robert Rosenfield and
John Bielefeldt, and it marked the highest nesting success,
highest number of adults and returns captured, and the most
number of young banded ever in a single season during the study.
For 1980-8%, data have now been compiled on 282 Cooper's hawk
nests. 1In 1988, 21 of 30 (70%) nests produced young to a
bandable age. In 1989, 32 nests were located, 31 nests contained
eggs, and 26 of 30 (87%) nests produced young to a bandable age.
In total, 97 young were banded at 26 nests (an average of 3.7
young/banded site). During the l0-year study, a total of 751
nestlings have been marked.

In 1989, a total of 43 adults (19 males, 24 females) were
captured. Seventeen of these were returns from previous years;
one, the oldest bird captured, was a female at least 7 years old
who has bred on the same site for 6 years. This year she mated
with her grandson! Since 1980, a total of 209 different adults
have been captured; 62 (39 males, 23 females) of these have been
recaptured at least once in another year (Rosenfield et al.
1989).

Red-shouldered Hawk (threatened)

Tom Erdman (pers. comm.) reported major predation of red-
shouldered nests in the Nicolet National Forest in 1989. Of 37
sites checked by himself and John Jacobs (pvt.), 21 contained
active territories, and within these territories a total of 19
active nests were located. Only one nest, however, successfully
produced young (1 young; 0.05 young/active nest). Erdman (pers.
comm.) believes most predation occurred by raccoons and fishers,
and reported one situation where a pine marten may have been the
predator responsible for nest failure.

John Jacobs (pers. comm.), who has been studying red-shoulders in
northeastern Wisconsin since 1971, checked a total of 34 sites
outside of the Nicolet National Forest. He found a total of 21
active territories on county forest and public lands, with a
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total of 16 active nests cbserved. Of the 16 nests, 6 nests
successfully produced 9 young (0.56 young/active nest; 1.5
young/successful nest). Jacobs (pers. comm.) believes predation
by raccoons and perhaps fishers may have been largely responsible
for poor nesting success.

At the Nicolet National Forest and on county forest/public lands,
redshoulders nested in 8 different tree species: sugar maple (3),
red oak (3), yvellow birch (2), guaking aspen (3), white birch
(8), big-toothed aspen (5), white ocak (1), American beech (8).
Data regarding tree species were not available for 2 nests (John
Jacobs pers. comm.).

John Jaccobs (pers. comm.) expressed concern about the threat of
logging to nesting redshoulders on and off the Nicolet National
Forest. He believes that clear-cutting has accelerated in recent
years, especially on county forest lands.

Eugene Jacobs (pers. comm.), brother of John, has also been
studying redshoulders since 1971. His study area covers about 24
square miles, mostly along the Wisconsin River, in Portage County
(ca. 20 square miles) and in Wood County (ca. 4 square miles).
Unlike John's study area, Eugene's area has a mix of different
private owners, with Consolidated Papers, Inc., the largest
private land holder. 1In 1989, Eugene checked 25 different sites
and found 20 active territories, with 18 active nests. Twelve of
the 18 nests were successful and produced 24 young (1.5
young/active nest; 2.0 young/successful nest). Fourteen of the
active nests occurred in red oak; 1 was in a white ocak; 1 was in
a white pine; and 2 were in quaking aspen. Two nests that failed
had young at one time, but these apparently were killed by a
predator, possibly a great horned owl. Four nests failed during
incubation.

Since 1971, the Jacobs' brothers have banded close to 100 adults.
They plan on publishing the results of their field work at some
point in the near future (Eugene Jacobs pers. comm.).

Osprey (endangered)

Aerial surveys resulted in 300 active territories identified,
with 333 young produced in 1989. Despite the fact that surveys
did not occur in the state's Western District and Southern
District in 1989, the number of active territories continues to
increase. Since 1976, the number of active territories has
increased annually from 106 to the present high of 300. In 1988,
there were 271 active territories and 300 young produced.

Prairie Chicken (threatened)







