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Recov i W - 1987-E88

by Richard Thiel

SUMMARY

This report contains two reports detailing the recovery
activities from July 1987 to June 1988 and status report for
October 1987 to September 1988.

Wolves were monitored during winter using ground tracking and
radio telemetry. Census data for the current population was
ocbtained from 4 of the 6 packs present in the state.

Activities of 11 wolves were monitored with telemetry techniques.
Pups were confirmed in the North Central Study Area in August
1988. In Northwestern Wisconsin, a litter mysteriously
disappeared during the fall of 1987. Human intervention is
suspected in this disappearance. In addition, the Rainbow Lake
Pack was further reduced by the disappearance of its alpha
female. Two wolves were killed by cars this year.

Litters were produced in 5 packs in 1987. Some pups survived
through winter 1987-88 in four of the packs. 1In 1988, litters
were produced in at least 4 Wisconsin packs.

Mortality data from 36 radio-collared wolves captured between
1979 and 1984 were calculated. An annual mortality rate of 318 %
was determined.

The Wisconsin wolf population has managed to "hold its own"
during the past 10 years. The current population was estimated
at 27 to 29 wolves, an increase from last year's estimates.
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RECOVERY OF THE TIMBER WOLF
PERFORMANCE REPORT

1 July, 1987 to 30 June, 1988

Prepared by Richard P. Thiel, Wolf Biologist
Bureau of Endangered Resources

Job: 104.1 Develop a Wisconsin Timber Wolf Recovery Plan
104.2 Monitor Wolf Activity

104.3 Implement a Recovery Plan

Job 104.1: DEVELOF A WISCONSIN TIMEER WOLF RECOVERY PLAN
OBJECTIVE: Develop a guideline to implement management
strategies to recover the timber wolf population in Wisconsin,

Actions of the 12 member Wisconsin Timber Wolf Recovery Team,
begun in January 1986, were continued during this reporting
periocd. Between July and October 1987 the Team prepared a Draft
Wisconsin Timber Wolf Recovery Plan (hereafter referred te as
Draft Plan). The Team utilized data from an ongoing study on
wolf ecology in Wisconsin, and public input (see 1986-87
Performance Report) in developing the Draft Plan. The Draft Plan
was released in October 1987, and a public comment period lasted
until mid December 1987.

The Team modified the Draft Plan based on public comments
received (Table 1) and prepared a revised Wisconsin Timber Wolf
Recovery Plan (hereafter referred to as the Revised Plan) between
January and April 1988 . Table 2 yields information on
differences between the Draft Plan and the Revised Plan. The
Revised Plan was submitted to the Director of the Bureau of
Endangered Resources and the Administrator of the Division of
Resource Management for approval on 26 April 1988.
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In mid May 1988 the Bureau of Environmental Analysis and Review
recommended preparation of an Environmental Analysis and Record
of Decision prior to granting approval of the Revised Plan to
comply with provisions of the Wisconsin Environmental Policy Act.
By the end of this reporting period a draft Environmental
Analysis was in the process of being prepared.

Fublic Participation:

A Draft Plan was released for public review between mid October
and mid December 1987. Approximately 1300 copies of the Draft
Plan were mailed cut and/or requested. Between October 1987 and
January 1988 Team members held 19 meetings with interested and
affected publics regarding the Draft Plan. Two news releases
were made during this period; one announcing the availability of
the Draft Plan (October 1987) and another updating the situation
of canine parvovirus links to pup losses in the state (April
1988).

Anticipated Time Schedule for Project Completion:

Freparation of an Environmental Assessment has necessitated a
delay in the anticipated date for approval of the Revised Plan.
The Environmental Assessment should be completed by mid October
1988 and the Record of Decision on the Environmental Assessment
should be approved by mid-November. Approval of the Revised Plan
will be sought once the assessments have been completed.

JOB 104.2 MONITOR WOLF ACTIVITY OBJECTIVE: Monitor wolf activity
by live-trapping, and radio-tracking wolves in northern
Wisconsin.

Seven radioced wolves were monitored between July 1987 and January
1988. One radiced wolf was killed by a car in Minnesota while
dispersing from its Lincoln County, Wisconsin pack in January.
Contact with another wolf ceased in February following radio
failure. 1In May 1988 three wolves were captured and collared.
Monitoring of these 9 wolves continues. For more detailed
information on wolf population monitoring consult Section 6
Performance Report 101, Status of the Timber Wolf in Wisconsin,
periocd 1 Octocber 1987 to September 1988.

JOB 104.3 IMPLEMENT RECOVERY PLAN OBJECTIVE:
No tasks were performed under this objective and none are
scheduled to commence until completion of Job 104.1.
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Table 1. Major Issues of Concern Expressed by Public in Response
to the Draft Wisconsin Timber Wolf Recovery Plan.

1).

2).

3).

4).
5).

6).

Wolf predation on deer vs availability of deer for
recreational hunting.

Access management may limit ability to log and market forest
products, or limit motorized recreational activities in
certain areas.

Question the CGovernment's ability to control depredating
wolves; and ability to control excess wolves in a recovered
population.

Fault the Department for not being aggressive enough, ie.,
stocking wolves.

Fault the Department for being too aggressive, ie., disease
abatement activities, stronger protective measures, etc.
The Department will spend - too much/too little -

Table 2. Differences Between Major Management Activities of the
Draft Plan and Revised Plan (plan period equals 10 years).

- " & &

Goal = 60 to 100 wolves
Public Education Programs
Increased Protective Measures
Cooperative Habitat

Draft Plan Revised Plan

Goal = 80 wolves

Public Education Programs
Increased Protective Measures
Cooperative Habitat

Management with Landowners Management with Landowners

L]

Population Monitoring
* Disease Surveillance and

Population Monitoring
Disease Surveillance and

Abatement Abatement

Livestock Damage Control * Livestock Damage Control
* Continue Citizen ®* Continue Citizen

Participation Participation

* Periodical Evaluations to
Monitor Program Success

* Establish Committee to
Develop Program for Recovered
Wolf Population

* Volunteer Program
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STATUS OF THE TIMBER WOLF IN WISCONSIN
PERFORMANCE REPORT

October 1, 1987 to September 30, 1988

Prepared by: Richard P. Thiel, Wolf Biologist.

Funds were not issued in a timely fashion during this reporting
period and they were insufficient to cover all aspects of the
present study. Emphasis this year was placed on radic telemetry
activities. Winter ground tracking surveys were not carried out
under Job 101.1; no activities were conducted under Job 101.2:
and only 2 field days were committed to work under Job 101.3.

Job 101.1: MONITOR WOLF ACTIVITY

Objective: Monitor wolf activity in Northwestern and North-
central Wisconsin by telemetry and ground work.

Winter Population Census: Wolf censuses are conducted each
winter in Wisconsin using ground tracking and radio telemetry
information. This census reflects the population at its annual
low point immediately prior to parturition (April); hence it
reveals carry-over numbers and reflects year-to-year survival
trends in this fragile wolf population.

Radioced wolves from 6 Wisconsin wolf packs were monitored during
this period. Population census data was obtained from 4 of the 6
packs. In addition one radiced wolf provided information on wolf
activity along the Wisconsin-Minnesota border. Sign observed
during May 1988 trapping was used to supplement the winter
census; activity of a pair of wolves was noted in an area without
the ajd of telemetry work.

The mid-winter 1987-88 Wisconsin timber wolf population
(including the WI-MN border area) was estimated at 27 to 29
wolves (26 to 27, excluding TP II pack on the border)(Table 1).
The 1987-88 estimate represents an increase from 18 to 20 wolves
estimated in the previous winter and continues a 2 year trend of
increases following a low estimate of 15 wolves in 1985-86.




Based on 5 radioed packs in Wisconsin during winter 1987-88
(Table 1), winter pack size averaged 3.2 wolves compared to 3.3
in 3 radioed packs during the previous winter. Based on the
radioed packs, a mid—w%ntar density of 1 wolf per 16 square miles
(24 wolves per 1000 km“) was observed in occupied Wisconsin wolf
ranges. This represents an increase over the previous winter's
density estimate of 1 wolf per 19 square miles.

Telemetry Activities: Four wolves were captured in 508
trapnights (TN) effort in 1988 (1 wolf/127 TN)(Table 2). Capture
data on the 4 wolves are given in Table 3. The activities of 11
wolves were monitored via telemetry during this pericd. Data on
these wolves are presented in Table 4.

Significant Population Events, 1987-88:

Douglas County Study Area (DCSA): The 35 Pack {(formerly known as
the Hwy duo) produced a litter in 1987, but pups were not
detected until telemetry flights during winter confirmed their
presence. This pack also produced a litter in 1988, as evidenced
by 059F who was lactating at capture in May. No BUrveys were
conducted during summer 1988 to monitor pup survival.

An aged wolf, presumed toc be the alpha female of the Moose Lake
pack (MLP), continued to be observed with wolf 0B1F, radioed as a
pup in fall 1985. During the 1987 deer season a hunter reported
seeing 3 wolves, and ground tracking and visuals from flights
during winter confirmed the occasional presence of a third wolf.
Breeding is not suspected in this pack in 1988.

Sign of a pair of wolves was found in the old Bear Lake pack
territory, located between 35P and MLP territories. Reproductive
status of wolves in this area is not known.

Wolf 129F's movements basically outlined the boundaries of the
Tripoed II pack territory (as determined via 059F's telemetry
locations in 1985-86) in northeastern Pine County, MN. However,
in February she localized near the town of Kingsdale, MN and has
remained in a 5 square mile area in that vicinity since. On one
occasion she was seen with another wolf.

No monitoring of wolves in the Nemadj! State Forest was possible
this year because no wolves were radiced there. The status of
this pack, or of wolves occurring between Highway 22 and the
state line in Minnesota, is not known.







