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HISCONSIN TIMBER WOLF RECOVERY PLAN
By: Wisconsin Timber Wolf Recovery Tsam

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

The Eagtsrn Timber Wolf was listed as an endangered species in Wiscongin by
the U.5. Fish and Wildlife Service in 1967 and by the WDNR in 1975. This plan
raviews the species’ former and current status and distribution, its life
history, limiting factors, and a summary of recent population investigations
within Wisconsin. A Recovery Geoal of 80 wolves in 10 packs (4 - east of hwy
131) by the year 2000 has been established by the State Recovery Team as the
Wigscongin contributicon to federal recovery objectives for the species in the
upper Great Lakes region.

Wolves ars controversial predators that prey on ungulates and occasionally
livestock. The species was believed to have been eliminated from Wisconsin in
the late 1950's and reappeared during the early 1%70's from population centers
in neighboring Minnesota. Wolves have a complex social order within their
individual family units, or packs, and usually one adult female per pack bears
a single litter of 5 or 6 pupsa per year. In recent years Wisconsin wolves
have suffered form a mortality rate of 38 percent. Humans are the major
source of wolf mortality in Wisconsin, with gunshot deaths acecounting for 43
percent of all moralities. GSince 1980 the wolf population in Wisconsin has
ranged from 15 to 30 in 3 to & packs.

Public and inter-agency input was sought by the Team as it developed recovery
management strategiea. In 1986 the Team invited public participation wvia 9
statewide forums to get to know affected interest groups and share information
on neads and concerna. Over 70 mestings, 25 talks, 8 statewide DNRE news
releases, 5 major mailings, and 30 interviews with the print and electronic
news media were conducted by the Team.

Recovery Strategies include; {1) Public education programs; (2) Increased
protective measures, (3) Cooperative ventures with landowners to maintain
quality hahitat, (4) Monitor statewide wolf populationa, (5) Monitor diseases,
(6) Conduct periodic program evaluations, (7) Implement livestock depredation
control and compensate for losses, (8) Increase inter-agency cooperationm,

{9) Continue publiec participation activities, (10) Develop volunteer
assistance programs, (11) Establish criteria for managing a "recovered"” wolf
population, and (12) Translocate individual Wisconsin wolves if progress has
not been made by year S5, providing there ig publiec gupport.
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PART 1.

LIFE HISTORY NOTES, CHANGES AND CAUSES OF WISCONSIN WOLF POFULATION DECLINES

A, INTRODUCTION

The purpese of this recevery plan is to review the processes that have caused
significant declines in the number and distribution of Eastern Timber Wolves
(Canis lupus lycaon Schreber) within Wisconsin and to propose measures to
recover this species. The Eastern Timber Wolf was listed as an Endangered
Species within Wisconsin by the U.S. Department of Interior, U. 5. Fish &
Wildlife Service in 1967 and by the State of Wisconsin, Department of Narural
Resources in 1975.

B. STATUS AND DISTRIBUTION
U.5. /Continental

Former Range: Prior to widespread settlement and agricultural development,
gray or timber wolves were found almost everywhere north of central Mexico on
the MNorth American continent. The Eastern Timber Wolf, one of many recognized
races of wolves, formerly occurred in the eastern seaboard states from Maine
to Georgia and west through northeast Alabama, eastern Tennessee, to
northeastern Iowa and eastern Minnesota (Jorgensen 1970).

Current Range: Within the past 300 years wolf range has declined by 30% in
North America. Continental wolf populations are largely confined to Canada
and Alaska. In the United States, Eastern Timber Wolf populations are
restricted to northeastern Minnesota, Isle Royale National Park, Michigan,
scattered areas of Wisconsin, and perhaps Upper Peninsula Michigan (Jorgensen
1970, Mech 1977, Thiel and Hammill 1988, Hendrickson et al. 1975). This
represents a 97% reduction in distribution of this race within the United
States (Jorgensen 1970).

WISCONSIN

Former Humbers and Distribution: The Eastern Timber Wolf occurred throughout

the state of Wisconsin during pre-settlement times (Jackson 1961:29%3).

Jackson (1961:293), who probably used Seton's (1929) popular pre-settlement
density estimate of 1 wolf per 3 square miles, estimated Wisconsin's
pre-settlement wolf population at 20-25 thousand animals. Prior te sectlement
wolves were more prevalent in southern Wisconsin where a variety of prey lived
in abundance. Undisturbed expanses of old-age northern forest supported fewer
prey and fewer wolves.




By the late 1940's wolves were confined to, "less than a dozen suitable
areas..." primarily east of Bayfield County (Thompson 1950:42). Keener (1955)
reported that wolves were restricted to perhaps 4 or 5 localities in the north
and, using Thompson's (1952) density estimate of 1 wolf per 42 to 50 square
miles, he estimated 50 individuals occupied 2,000 square miles of occupied
habitat by 1953-55. Thiel (1978) felt that the breeding population of wolves
had been extirpated by 1960, but documented occasional activity of lone wolves
within the state between 1968 and 1975,

A pack of wolves was identified within the
Nemadji State Forest along the Wisconsin berder in Pine County, Minnesota by
1974 and rapid proliferation occurred into adjacent areas of Douglas County,
Wisconsin (Mech and Nowak 1981). Breeding of at least 2 welf packs in the
border country of Douglas County was documented during 1978 (Thiel & Welch
1981). Two wolves were killed by humans in Lincoln County, Wisconsin in 1979
(Mech & Nowak 1981, Thiel unpubl. data) and during the following winter a pack
of wolves was confirmed there (Thiel & Hale 1980). Annual winter track
surveys, summer howl surveys and radio telemetry work indicate an average
statewide mid winter population of 15-25 timber wolves (Table 1).

Packs are scattered across several areas of northwestern and north central
Wisconsin, and several lone wolves are found in the northeast (Map 1).

TABLE 1. Number of wolves and wolf packs in Wisconsin, 1979-80 to 1987-88.

Year No. Packs No. Wolves (mid-winter)
1979-80 5 25-27

1980-81 5 20-22

1981-82 4 23-27

1982-83 3 19+

1983 -84 4 16-17

1984-85 4 14-16

1985-86 4 15

1986-87 3 18-22

1987-88 & 27-29

Reasons For Chan : Indiscriminate killing of wolves, fueled by

various state and county financed bounties and intense negative attitudes,

caused the demise of the wolf in the state by 1960. A state bounty existed
from 1865 to 1957. This paralleled a nationwide trend in wolf extinctions

{Flader 1974).

Habitat alterations were the proximate cause of the decline of wolves within
the state. As settlement progressed wolves' native prey (elk, buffale, moose
and deer) were reduced or eliminated and replaced by livestock. Wolves were
exterminated from the prairie regions of the state before 1880 but they
persisted in northern forested tracts where they were less visible and thus
less vulnerable. Ewentually with increased human activity and improvements in
access, humans over-exploited the species and by 1960 weolves disappeared from
northern Wisconsin (Thiel 1985),
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