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SUMMARY

The Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources continued the
peregrine falcon reintroduction and management program. One new
release site was developed and ancther should be selected and
prepared for 1989. Two of the 1987 release sites were abandoned
in 1988, the third site was occupied by breeding peregrines. A
pair of subadults were noticed in Milwaukee in March and produced
2 young in June. Two captive raised chicks were added to this
nest in July. Upon fledging, the male adult began attacking all
of the young, causing death for two and severely injuring a
third. Six falcon chicks were released from Madison. All
survived to migrate away from the city. The use of urban release
sites reduces the need for formal management plans, but the
habitat and layout of the site is detailed in the attendant
reports. The program was again successful in relaying
information to many people and reintroducing peregrines. Several
"firsts" were recorded with the Milwaukee pair - first urban pair
in Wisconsin, first successful nesting in Wisconsin since 1960's
and first in history of successful nesting by one-year old
falcons.
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Abstract

The Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources continued the
peregrine falcon reintroduction and management program. One new
release site was developed and another should be selected and
prepared for 1989. Two of the 1987 release sites were abandoned
in 1988, the third site was occupied by breeding peregrines. A
pair of subadults were noticed in Milwaukee in March and produced
2 young in June. Two captive raised chicks were added to this
nest in July. Upon fledging, the male adult began attacking all
of the young, causing death for two and severely injuring a
third. Six falcon chicks were released from Madison. All
survived to migrate away from the city. The use of urban release
sites reduces the need for formal management plans, but the
habitat and layout of the site is detailed in the attendant
reports. The program was again successful in relaying
information to many people and reintroducing peregrines. Several
"firsts" were recorded with the Milwaukee pair - first urban pair
in Wisconsin, first successful nesting in Wisconsin since 1960's
and first in history of successful nesting by one-year old
falcons.
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Job 212.1 Determine Areas for
Population Reintroduction

Objective: Select sites in close proximity to suitable nesting
habitat for the release of peregrines in anticipation that they
will return to occupy and establish themselves in these areas.

Procedures: See site selection and justification under Recovery
Plan Activity No. 2.

Findings: The Recovery Plan lists 3 sites for reintroduction:
Milwaukee, Devil's Lake State Park and southwest Wisconsin.
After the loss of the natural pair at Devil's Lake State Park,
attempts to release falcons there were abandoned. The park is a
very popular one and has overwhelming crowds in the summer. The
rock faces of the bluffs are also favorites with rock climbers.
The potential for disturbance to falcons is too great to pursue
this area as a release site.

A site between the small towns of Avoca and Muscoda was chosen as
the southwest Wisconsin site. The advantages of this site
included its close proximity to historic eyries on the
Mississippi and Wisconsin rivers, the copen grassland around the
hack tower and the on-site housing for attendants. We knew a
great horned owl population existed, but we were not sure to what
extent. After two years of work on the site, the labor intensive
nature to reduce the number of great horned owls outweighed the
safety of the peregrines.

Milwaukee was a successful release site in 1987. We hoped to use
the site for releases in 1988, but a pair of subadults occupied a
territory around the site and then produced two young in the hack
box. The territorial pair would not tolerate the release of
young falcons in their area.

The 3 original areas are no longer feasible for release as
described above. The Wisconsin Recovery Team evaluated the
options for other release sites. Several cities were considered,
many did not have buildings taller than 14 stories. Madison has
a building 19 stories adjacent to Lake Mendota - this gave the
birds height and an open area to hunt over. Madison is somewhat
close to the historic nest sites on the Wisconsin River.

A wild site will be researched for 1989 by the Recovery Team.
Care will be taken to determine the threat of predators before
preparations are started.




Job 212.2 Develop Management Plans
for Release Sites

Objective: Develop and implement management plans for release
EitEE -

Procedures: Concise information sheets have been developed by
the Eastern Peregrine Falcon Recovery Team for territories using
a standarized format (appendix 2 of WI Recovery Plan). These
information sheets facilitate identification of future management
needs on an individual territory basis. A ground check of each
territory is required and the following information recorded:

1. Habitat type, prey availablity, natural predators.
2. Identification of all roads, trails, and dwellings.
3. Recommendations to reduce disturbance factors.

4. Reproductive history.

Findings: A summary of this information is included in the hack
site attendants reports (Appendix A and B). Little management is
needed or possible at the city release sites. Natural predators
are less of a threat. The habitat is difficult/impossible to
manipulate. The Muscoda site was closed before a plan could be
completed.

Job 212.3 Burvey Nesting Habitat

Objectives: Monitor known territories and search for new nest
sites by ground survey in areas along Mississippi and Wisconsin
Rivers, Door County and Milwaukee.

Procedures: Volunteers from the Minnesota and Wisconsin
Falconers Associations and WDNR personnel surveyed historic
nesting areas for sign of breeding activity in mid-April.

Findings: The survey concentrated on Mississippi and Wisconsin
River. Three pairs of peregrines were located on the Mississippi
River north of La Crosse. One pair disappeared shortly after
being found. The other two pairs produced young; the young were
killed by predators. The arrival of adults in Milwaukee was
noted by a bank employee in March. Activity was monitored after
that time. No peregrines were present at Devil's Lake State
Park.




Job 212.4 Release Peregrines

Objectives: Re-establish peregrine population near release
sites.

Procedures: See Recovery Plan and Hack Site Attendant Reports
(Attachment A and B).

Findings: Peregrines have established themselves at the
Milwaukee release site. The one-year old pair produced 2 chicks.
Two captive raised chicks were added to the nest to boost the
number of peregrines in the area. The behavior of the adult male
seemed unusual and proved frustrating for us. In the wild adults
will drive young back to a perch if the young falter while
flying. This is a protective measure against avian predators.
Unfortunately, our adult took this to the extreme and actually
hit the young. Two young were killed and a third was severely
injured. This injured bird was rehabilitated and later released
in Omaha. See Appendix A for more information.

Six peregrine chicks were released at Madison in July. The
unseasonably hot summer did not seem to effect the young. All
survived to migrate from the city. It is unlikely the young will
return to this site in 1989, and plans will progress to release
chicks here next year. See Appendix B for more information.

Summary

The Madison release site was a success. Many interested people
came to see the birds. No peregrine deaths or injuries were
sustained at the site.

Although several young died in Milwaukee a couple of "firsts"
were achieved - first successful nesting in Wisconsin since the
early 1960's, first urban nesting in Wisconsin, first successful
breeding in history by one year old birds. We will keep our
fingers crossed that next year will be better.

Recommendations
Additional and/or alternate release sites should be selected and
prepared. Use of a wild site should be fully researched before
it is put into use.

Use the Madison release site again if birds do not return.
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Avoid human intervention as much as possible at the Milwaukee
site. Prepare to add chicks to the nest if less than 4 young are
produced naturally.

Obtain more funding for the program possibly by involving
corporations. The use of volunteers remains an unworkable
alternate for staff. Most people have limited time to donate and
guickly lose interest when the work becomes routine.
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