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SUMMARY

The Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources continued the
endangered, threatened and nongame birds conservation program.

Recovery plans have been completed and have received final
administrative approval for: bald eagle, osprey, peregrine
falcon, common tern, Forster's tern, common barn-owl, trumpeter
swan, loggerhead shrike and red-necked grebe. Wisconsin DNR
recovery plans for piping plover and Cooper's hawk will not be
necessary at this point.

Inventories to document statewide population levels and identify
critical habitats have been conducted for: red-necked grebe,
great egret, Cooper's hawk, red-shouldered hawk, osprey, bald
eagle, peregrine falcon, prairie chicken, piping plover, common
tern, Forster's tern, common barn-owl, loggerhead shrike and
grassland bird species.

Monitoring systems to follow population trends and habitat use
for key areas were developed and incorporated into recovery
plans.

Of 340 nesting platforms placed on six lakes, 281 were used by
Forster's terns. MNot all pairs were successful in fledging
young. There were no new barn-owl nest boxes put up in 1988.
None of the existing 113 boxes were used by barn-owls.

Vegetation management was effected for common and Forster's tern
nesting sites (with good results). No piping plovers nested in
Wisconsin in 1988. Future management plans are being formulated.
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JOB 215.1: DEVELOPMENT OF RECOVERY PLANS
OBJECTIVE

Develop recovery plans for Wisconsin’s endangered and threatened
bird species.

FINDINGS

Recovery Plans have been completed and received final
Administrative approval for: bald eagle, osprey, peregrine
falcon, common tern, Forster’s tern, common barn-owl, trumpeter
swan, loggerhead shrike and red-necked grebe (red-necked grebe
was inadvertantly omitted from the 1987-88 job schedule). A
complete set of these recovery plans is included in this document
package.

A recovery plan for Cooper’s hawks was determined to be
unnecessary based on statewide population monitoring. This
species is going to be proposed for delisting in Wisconsin during
1988.

JOB 215.2: STATEWIDE INVENTORY

OBJECTIVE

Inventory endangered and threatened bird nesting areas to
document statewide population levels and identify critical
habitats.




N GS
Red-necked Grebe (threatened)
Nesting occurred at the following sites:

Rush Lake (Winnebago County) = 2 nests with eggs were found at
the end of May. A subsequent visit in mid-June revealed 6
adults and 2 young on the Lake.

Hanten Pond (St. Croix County) - 1 pair with 1 young. The young
from this pair died as a result of injury from a snapping
turtle.

Grassy Lake (Columbia County) - 1 adult male was seen carrying
nesting material in May, but it is unknown if nesting was
attempted or was successful.

Oakridge Lake (St. Croix County) = 1 pair with 2 young. Outcome
of young unknown.

The identification of only 2 nests at Rush Lake is way down from
the 27 nests located in 1987. Water levels at Rush Lake dropped
early in the breeding season due to the drought and in some areas
there was little or no standing water by mid-summer.

Great Egret (threatened)

Five great egret colonies, all associated with great blue herons
and some with additional species, were reported active in 1988.
Three of the state’s 5 great egret colonies are located along the
Upper Mississippi River (UMR). An aerial survey of the UMR was
conducted in May; the following rookeries were determined to be
active:

Bt. Mary’s Bottoms (Buffalo County) - 50 nests

Whittman’s Bottoms (Buffalo County) - 70 nests

French Island (La Crosse County) - 36 nests. This rockery was
found by a USFWS refuge manager during the winter of 1987-
B8, indicating that heron and/or egret nesting had occurred
here in 1987. The presence of nesting great egrets was only
first confirmed this summer.

Nelson-Trevino Bottoms (Buffalo County) = This colony, which has
typically contained active great egret nests did not this
year, but great blue herons did nest.

Four-mile Island (Dodge County) = A ground survey in June
revealed 162 active great egret nests compared with 118
counted in 1987.

Embarrass River Bottoms (Outagamie County) - This is the only
other known inland rookery site besides Four-Mile Island in
Wisconsin. An aerial survey was conducted in June and &
great egret nests were active. Great egret nesting activity
had occurred in 1987 with 6 pairs nesting.




Cooper’s Hawk (threatened)

Robert Rosenfield and John Bielefeldt continue to conduct a long-
term breeding ecology study of Cooper’s hawks in Wisconsin with
partial funding and cooperation from Bureau of Endangered
Resources. In 1988, 30 nests were found; 29 had eggs, the others
were occupied. Twenty-one nests successfully produced young
(72%) for a total of 78 nestlings which were banded. The
successfull production was up from the 57% success in 1987.

Red-shouldered Hawk (threatened)

Survey of the breeding population in Wisconsin were continued by
Thomas Erdman of the Richter Museum of Natural History and Robert
Welch. Indication are that this species is well distributed
throughout the state.

Osprey (endangered)

Aerial surveys revealed a statewide population of 271 active
territories and a total of 300 young produced. The number of
active territories has again increased--there were 235 and 241
active territories in 1986 and 1987 respectively. The number of
young produced is up from the 273 produced in 1986 and the 269
produced in 1987.

Peregrine Falcon (endangered)

Three pairs occupied territories along the Upper Mississippi
River on the Wisconsin side, in 1988. One territory was deserted
early in the breeding season; the other 2 nested and produced
young. The young at both nest sites were lost to predators
(possibly raccoons) socon after hatching.

A pair of one-year old peregrines established a nest in Milwaukee
at the hack box used to release birds last year. The female laid
2 eggs and both hatched on approximately 15 June. Two captive-
raised young were added to the nest with no negative effects.

For protective reasons the young were enclosed in the hack box
with the parents able to feed the young through bars on the door.
Once the young were released, the adult male exhibited aggressive
protective behavior towards the young in flight. Normally in the




wild, this behavior results in the protection of unsteady flying
young from predators, but in Milwaukee it resulted in the death
of 1 young by collision with a building and injury to 2 others.
Six peregrines were released from a hack-site in Madison. To
date all are free-flying and doing well.

Prairie Chicken (threatened)

The Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources (WDNR) Bureau of
Wildlife Management and University of Wisconsin-Steven’s Point
conducted the annual statewide booming grounds census.

Piping Plover (endangered)

Two migrants were recorded on Chegquamegon Point on Lake Superior,
but no nesting occurred in the state. The status of the species
continues to remain critical in the Great Lakes region.

Common Tern (endangered)

The total number of breeding pairs in the state was 376 in &
colonies. The distribution of nesting pairs was as follows:

Ashland Pier, Lake Superior (Ashland County) - 171 pairs
Wisconsin Point, Lake Superior (Douglas County) = 60 pairs
Renard Isle, Green Bay (Brown County) - 120 pairs

Willow Tree Island, Lake Winnebago (Fond du Lac County) = 8 pairs
Bare Island, Lake Butte des Morts, (Winnebago County) - 17 pairs

The number of active colonies remained the same as in 1987, but
the total number of nesting pairs declined from 515 in 1987
because of apparent emmigration of birds from Renard Isle to a
colony site in northern Green Bay.

Vegetation management will be needed on Bare Island, Willow Tree
Island, and Renard Isle in 1989. Cooperative agreements with
private landowners will be important to proper management at Bare
and Willow Tree Islands.

Production was poor on Renard Isle due to predation by a raccoon.
Human disturbance may have resulted in extremely poor production
(perhaps no more than 3 young fledged) at Bare Island.
Vegetative growth may have been responsible for nest abandonment
and no production at Willow Tree island. Storm activity, and
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possibly mammalian predation, were responsible for the loss of
many nests and no production at Wisconsin Point. At the Ashland
Pier, however, ca. 250 young were produced--the best year to date
at this island, the most stable common tern colony site in the
state. Here, careful vegetation management has provided sparsely
vegetated cover ideal for nesting terns.

Forster’s Tern (endangered)

There were 1201 Forster’s tern pairs nesting at 12 sites in 1988;
This number is up from the 944 pairs that nested in 1987. The
distribution of pairs was as follows:

Lake Poygan(E,W,WW), (Winnebago County)- Total number of nesting
pairs was 396--111 of the nests were on artificial nesting
platforms and an estimated 285 pairs nested on natural
substrate. Lake Poygan water levels are typically kept
artificially high for recreational purposes and in most
years tern nests not located on platforms fail due to
destruction from wind and wave action. This year though,
due to the drought, water levels were uncommonly low, the
sandbar remained exposed and nests built there remained safe
from wave action.

Lake Winneconne(Clark’s Point(CP1l) and CP2), (Winnebago County)-
Total number of nesting pairs was 98. All nests were
located on artificial nesting platforms. CPl and CP2 were
again abandoned, as they were in 1987. Predation is
suspected as it was in 1987. Some scats were collected from
the area and are being examined.

Lake Butte des Morts (Terrell Island) (Winnebago County) - A
total of 34 pairs nested, all on platforms. Nesting began
later here than on nearby Lakes Poygan and Winneconne.

Young were produced but large number were found dead at one
time. Over-exposure and subsequent heat stress were
suspected as possible reasons for the deaths.

Rush Lake (Winnebago County)-Total number of nesting pairs was
approximately 10; all were on platforms. About 70 adults
were counted during a mid-summer survey. This site was
eventually abandoned by the terns but the reason(s) is not
precisely known. It is possible that the concentrations of
other bird species feeding and nesting in the area may
influence tern nesting. During a mid-summer survey over 150
black-crowned night herons, about 100 great blue herons,
about 100 double-crested cormorants and about 100 great
egrets were counted during a lake-wide survey on June 19th.
A few black-crowned night heron nests were found and a great
blue heron was seen standing on a Forster’s tern platform.







