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REPORT ON THE RESULTS OF THE 1987
BREEDING BIRD SURVEY ON STATE NATURAL AREAS

By Randy Hoffman

SUMMARY

Fifty observers surveyed 105 natural areas for breeding birds in 1987. This
includes 72 State Natural Areas, the highest number of areas surveyed in one
year since the survey's inception in 1971. Elghteen of these were surveyed
for the first time, bringing the total number of State Natural Areas surveyed
to 193 (90%). An additional 33 potential State Matural Areas were also
inventoried.

Statewide totals for the 1987 season were |84 species of breeding birds. In
addition, five species of late migrating shorebirds were found. There were 2]
sightings of endangered or threatened species of special concern.

In 1987, a new direction was taken for the breeding bird surveys on
Wisconsin's Natural Areas. The Natural Areas Section of the Bureau of
Endangered Resources is developing monitoring procedures for our State Natural
Areas. These monitoring programs include vegetative anpalyses, animal
population studies, aquatic sampling, and a continuation of the breeding bird
surveys. The 1987 survey was the first step in developing a long-range survey
schedule, which should provide a means to collect data over the long term.

Our goal for 1988 is to test the feasibility of a long-term volunteer breeding
bird survey program. We will look at how many competent volunteers can be
found, where they live, and whether or not they would be willing to survey

distant specified areas.

This report contains a four-part prioritized list of areas needing surveys in
1988 along with a location map.
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Report on the Results of the 1987
Breeding Bird Survey on State Natural Areas

By Randy Hoffman

Fifty observers surveyed 105 natural areas for breeding birds in 1987. This
includes 72 State Natural Areas, the highest number of areas surveyed in one
year since the survey's inception in 1971. Eighteen of these were surveyed
for the first time, bringing the total number of State Natural Areas that have
been surveyed at least once to 193 (90%). An additional 33 potential State
Natural Areas were also inventoried.

Statewide totals for the 1987 season were 184 species of breeding birds. In
addition, five species of late migrating shorebirds were found. There were 21
sightings of endangered or threatened species and 118 sightings of species of
special concern.

In a departure from the usual methods of recent field seasons, volunteers
surveyed nearly all of the areas. Persons on professional time completed only
five of the 105 surveys. This once again demonstrates the large volume of
data that can be gathered by volunteers.

Although coverage of the state was patchy, many areas were thoroughly
surveyed. This was a combination of observer preference and locations of
areas of greatest need. Volunteers produced nearly complete coverage in
several places including the southern and northern units of the Kettle Moraine
State Forest; west central Wisconsin; and Douglas, Bayfield, Iron, Forest,
Rock and Lafayette counties. Four southern Wisconsin State Natural Areas,
Honey Creek, Pine Glen, Hemlock Draw and Scuppernong Prairie, were surveyed
again, providing uninterrupted coverage since 1971.

Highlights from the 1987 field season included sightings of osprey, Forster's
and common terns, loggerhead shrike, and great egret from historical
locations; plus several new locations were recorded for red-necked grebe,
Cooper's hawk and red-shouldered hawk. Several significant sightings of birds
not threatened or endangered included several palm warblers in Iron and
Bayfield Counties, a black-throated blue warbler at Bark Bay (Bayfield
County), several white-eyed vireos and yellow-breasted chats in the southern
tier of counties, a trumpeter swan at Oakridge Lake (St. Croix County), three
separate locations for king rails, yellow-crowned night herons in Columbia,
Lafayette and Rock counties, and large numbers of summer-invading white-winged
crossbills in northern Wisconsin.




Number

11
18
19
28
32
38
40
54
56

59
63
64
68
76
77
83
86
88
91
93
94
96
97
101
102
108
113
117
118
119
124
128
129
130
132
134
135
137
139
146
148
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State Natural Areas Surveyed for Birds in 1987

Area

Scuppernong Prairie

Necedah Oak - Pine Savanna
Brady's Bluff Prairie
Haskell Noyes Memorial Woods
Midway Railroad Prairie

Pine Cliff

New Observatory Woods

Crex Sand Prairie (Barrens)
Abraham's Woods

Rice Lake-Thunder Lake Marsh
Chiwaukee Prairie

Sander's Park Hardwoods
Oliver Prairie

Spruce Lake Bog

Waterloo Fen and Springs
Swenson Wet Prairie

Avoca Prairie-Savanna
Five-Mile Bluff Prairie
Blackhawk Island

Moquah Barrens

Audubon Goose Pond

Kettle Horaine Fen and Low Prairie
Honey Creek

Milwaukee River and Swamp
Spring Lake

(Muir's) Ennis Lake-Muir Park
Pine Glen

Tellock's Hill Woods

Spring Green Reserve
Escanaba Lake Hemlocks
Newark Road Prairie

Scott Lake-Shelp Lake Natural Area
Giant White Pine Grove

Bose Lake Hemlock-Hardwoods
Moose Lake Hemlocks

Ottawa Lake Fen

Jung Hemlock-Beech Forest
Cherokee Marsh

Young Prairie

Putnam Park

Kewaskum Maple-Oak Woods
Bark Bay Slough

Muralt Bluff Prairie
Westport Drumlin Prairie

5t. Croix River Swamp Hardwoods

County

Waukesha
Juneau
Trempealeau
Fond du Lac
La Crosse
[owa

Dane
Burnett
Green
Uneida
Kenosha
Racine
Green

Fond du Lac
Jefferson
Rock

lowa

Pepin
Juneau
Bayfield
Columbia
Haukesha
Sauk

Fond du Lac
Fond du Lac
Marquette
Sauk
Haupaca
Sauk

Vilas

Rock

Forest
Forest
Forest

Iron
Waukesha
Shawano
[ane
Walworth
Eau Claire
Washington
Bayfield
Green

Dane
Burnett




153
154
155
157
161
162
166
168
169
175
178
179
181
187
190
195
197
199
200
202
205
207
210
212

Heron Rookeries were surveyed on three State Natural Areas.

Number

41
81
173

B

Genesee Dak Opening and Fen
Port Wing Boreal Forest
Oshkosh-Larsen Trail Prairies
01son Oak Woods

Upper Brule River

Kinnickinnic River Gorge and Delta
Sohlberg Silver Lake

Snapper Prairie

Kurtz Woods

Whitefish Dunes

Bass Lake Fen

Myk lebust Lake

New Hope Pines

Frog Lake and Pines

Dakfield Ledge

Ipswich Prairie

Riveredge Creek and Ephemeral Pond
Kessler Railroad Prairie

Pewits Nest

Rush River Delta

Morgan Coulee Prairie

Berlin Fen

Black Earth Prairie

Baraboo River Floodplain Forest

Area

Fourmile lsland Rookery
Melson-Trevino Bottoms
Whitman Bottoms Floodplain Forest

Waukesha
Bayfield
Winnebago
Dane
Douglas
Pierce
Adams
Jefferson
Dzaukee
Door
Waushara
Waupaca
Portage
Iron

Fond du Lac
Grant-Lafayette
Dzaukee
Rock

Sauk
Pierce
Pierce
Green Lake
Dane
Columbia

County

Dodge
Buffalo
Buffalo

An additional 33 potential natural areas were inventoried for breeding birds.
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In 1987, 4 new direction was taken for the breeding bird surveys on disconsin's
Natural Areas. The Natural Areas 5Section of the Bureau of Endangered

Resources is developing wonitoring procedures for our State datural Areas.
Tnese monitoring programs include vegetative analyses, animal population
studies, aquatic sampling, and a continuation of the breeding bird surveys.

The T3/ survey was tne first step in developing a iong range survey schedule,
which should provide a means to collect data over the long term.

une goal for 1986 is to test the feasibility of a long-term volunteer breeding
bird survey programn. We will be looking at how many competent volunteers can
pe found, where they live, and whether or not they would be wiliing to survey
distant specified areas.

Tnerefore, this repori contains a four-part prioritized list of areas needing
surveys in 14983 along with a location map.

Prioraity 1. Survey 1/ areas that have never been surveyed.

Priority Z2: Survey 15 areas to assess the impact of current management
practices on the avian fauna.

Priority 3: Survey 18 areas previously surveyed to initiate a long-range
monitoring program,

Priority 4: HKepeat surveys on 4 natural areas surveyed annually since 1971.
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Priority Areas Needing a Breeding Bird Survey in 13988

1. Areas never surveyed for breeding birds

34 Bittersweet Lakes Vilas

e S5ilver Lake Bog Kenosha
74 Blue Hills Felsenmeer Rusk

103 Lawpson Moraine Pines Washburn
110 Jackson Harbor Aidges Door

120 Cherry Lake Sedge Meadow dacine
140 Totagatic Highlands Hemlocks Washburn
149 Brant Brook Pines and Hardwoods Burnett
158 Keller Wnitcomb Creek Woods Waupaca
60 Bois Brule Conifer Bog Douglas
171 Sajdak Springs dayfield
191 Kissick Alkaline Bog Sawyer
203 Cranberry Creek Mound Lroup Juneau
208 5Sapa Spruce Bog Dzaukee
209 Pickerel Lake Fen Wa lworth
211 Bass Lake Preserve Iron

213 Clover Valley Fen Walworth

2. MAreas needing surveys to assess current intensive wanagement practices.

3 Faville Prairia Jefferson

U Dewey Heights Prairie Grant

54 Chiwaukee Prairie Kenosha

55 Solon Springs Sharptail Barrens Uouglas
100 Fountain Creek Wet Prairie LGreen Lake

107 Jonnson Lake Barrens Vilas
136 Trenton B8luff Prairie Pierce
139 Muralt gluff Prairie Green
147 Sterling Barrens Polk
153 Genesee Uak Opening and Fen Waukesha
170 Rush Creek Crawford
177 Battle Bluff Prairie Vernon
184 LaCrosse River Trail Prairie LaCrosse-Honroe
195 lpswich Prairie Grant-Lafayette
3. Areas needing a breeding bird survey to initiate long-range monitoring
prograi.

12 Peninsula Park Beech Forest Door

23 Browntown Jak Forest LGreen

27 Devil's Lake Uak Forest Sauk

31 Finnerud Pine Forest Uneida

33 Tower Hill Bottonms lowa

43 Poppy's Rock Waupaca

44 Durst Rockshelter Sauk

49 dlack Tern Bog Vilas

51 Waupun Park Maple Forest Dodge

5¢ Lodde's Mill Bluff Sauk

61 Cedarburg Beech Woods (zaukee
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YU Hewport Conifer-Hardwoods
I 14 Soutn Waubesa Wetlands
141 Mud Lake Bog

145 Apple River Canyoun

172 Puchyan Prairie

198 Lost Lake

200 rlciilvra Woods

Uoor

Uane
Waupaca
5t. Croix
Green Lake
Columbia
Sauk
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