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Summary

The Endangered Resources Fund reached a record high this year.
About 59,000 people contributed $525,000 through tax check-off
donations.

This year BER began developing a strategic plan that will chart
the program’s future course. The strategic planning team
represents all sections within BER, the DNR’s Wildlife Management
and Research bureaus, DNR Administration, field staff, and the
interested public. The plan will be completed early in 1988. it
will direct the detailed long-range plan that will follow.

Final recovery plans were approved for peregrine falcon and
trumpeter swan. Statewide surveys were conducted for endangered
and threatened species including: Forster’s tern, common tern,
loggerhead shrike, osprey, bald eagle, timber wolf, piping
plover. 250 bald eagle nests were "adopted", raising $25,000.
BER continued to assist the Bluebird Restoration Association of
Wisconsin. Peregrine falcon reintroductions were started in
Milwaukee in 1987. Major efforts have been underway to develop a
Timber Wolf Recovery Plan. The final plan is anticipated by late
spring of 1988.

The Natural Heritage inventory staff surveyed 48 sites where the
more rare of Wisconsin’s natural community types were known or
believed to occur. These inspections help direct efforts to
identify and protect significant natural areas. Surveys were
also done on six rare plant species this year. All are under
review or proposed for listing as federally endangered or
threatened. The Wisconsin Department of Justice is preparing a
plan for the divestiture of more than 80,000 acres of State Trust
Lands. Heritage staff compiled a list of those tracts that have
ecologically significant features. This list will ensure that
land-protection groups have an early opportunity to acquire
quality natural sites,.

BER’s Natural Areas section, to date, has established 215 State
Natural Areas totaling 35,000 acres. Fifteen new natural areas
were designated in 1987. Management of the state’s natural areas
received strong emphasis in 1987. Workers conducted 14
prescribed burns, and removed trees, brush, and weedy species at
24 sites. Breeding bird surveys were again conducted on
Wisconsin’s natural areas.
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1986-87 Tax Check-off Expenditures
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This pie chart illustrates how, during the 1986-87 fiscal year,
the Bureau of Endangered Resources (BER) spent funds donated
through the preceding year’s tax check-off. A total of 64
percent of this year’s check-off expenditures directly supported
BER’s three major programs: Endangered, Threatened, and Nongame
Species, Natural Areas, and the Natural Heritage Inventory.
Together, these programs identify, protect and manage Wisconsin’s
rare and nongame species and natural areas.

Public education and check-off publicity accounted for 10 percent
of BER’s check-off expenditures. The rest of the fund covered
administrative costs, and a Damage Fund which, as required by
law, pays for any damage caused by endangered species.

Additional program expenditures not shown in this pie chart
include the use of General Purpose Revenue funds (state tax
dollars) to support three of the Natural Heritage Inventory’s
staff members. State tax dollars matching private donations of
cash or land are also used to acquire and protect Natural Areas.
Federal funds support work on several species that are rare
nationwide, such as the bald eagle, timber wolf, and dwarf lake
iris.

1987 Tax Check-off Results

The Endangered Resources Fund reached a record high this year.
About 59,000 pecple contributed $525,000 through tax check-off
donations. Promotion was similar to that of past years. The




poster given to this year’s contributors featured the peregrine
falcon, in a reprint of "Princess Point,"™ a painting donated by
Wildlife Artist Jonathon Wilde. Wilde is also a peregrine
recovery-team member.

Strategic Planning

This year BER began developing a strategic plan that will chart
the program’s future course. The strategic planning team
represents all sections within BER, the DNR’s Wildlife Management
and Research bureaus, DNR Administration, field staff, and the
interested public. The plan will be completed early in 1988. It
will direct the detailed long-range plan that will follow.

Personnel Changes

Michael Mossman left his position as BER ornitholegist and
herpetologist in April to explore Scotland and work on other
projects he has been developing. In November, he accepted a
permanent position in the DNR Bureau of Research as the new
nongame wildlife research coordinator. He will work with BER,
and the Bureaus of Wildlife Management and Research to develop
and conduct research for the protection and management of nongame
species.

Sumner Matteson, former limited-term-employee (LTE) ornitholo-
gist, took over the federal project position vacated by Mike.
Kathleen Fruth, veteran of several DNR projects, joined the BER
staff as LTE nongame biologist. She has taken over several of
Mike’s former BER projects.

Lisa Dlutkowski, who has assisted with the grassland birds and
the frog and toad surveys, left in September to move to Columbus,
Ohio.

Paul Matthiae became head of the Natural Areas section. He
replaces Cliff Germain, who retired after 20 years with the
program.

Eric Epstein, June Dobberpuhl and Thomas Meyer, of the Natural
Heritage Inventory section, were contracted through the national
office of The Nature Conservancy. These three staff members had
been employed as LTEs during the first two years of the Inventory
program. They will continue to work closely with the rest of the
BER staff to collect and provide essential data for the protec-
tion and management of rare plants, animals and natural communi-
ties.

Pam Birschbach was the BER program assistant for much of 1987.
She left in the fall to work in another bureau.

Bette Arey has temporarily joined the staff as the bureau’s
strategic planner.

Bigne Holtz came on board in the summer, through funding by The
Nature Conservancy for a Natural Heritage Inventory project. In
November she transferred to BER’s Natural Areas section, and
became the new natural areas assistant.
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Diane Hills joined the bureau in September as part-time environ-

mental-review coordinator and assistant data handler for the

Natural Heritage Inventory program.

Christine Maldonado took over the program assistant position in
late fall.

Anne Notestein filled the Heritage LTE position vacated by Signe
Holtz in November.

Cathy Bleser left the Heritage Inventory data manager position at
the end of the year.

A number of LTEs, interns and work-study students have worked for
the program over the past year, greatly expanding the efforts and
successes of the program. Non-bureau field and central-office
staff have also provided many hours of their time and expertise
to assist the program. Their assistance is greatly appreciated.

Thanks to Volunteers

Due to the broad scope of BER’s projects, volunteers are essen-
tial. Hundreds of volunteers and program cooperators continue to
join BER in its efforts throughout the state. Volunteers do
everything from controlling brush on natural prairies to provid-
ing critical-habitat data for rare species. BER is continually
expanding its volunteer program, and welcomes comments and ideas
for its improvement.

Legislation and Administrative Rule Changes

Budget Bill

The Govenor’s budget for the 1987-1989 biennium restored base-
level funding for the Natural Heritage Inventory program. Both
the Natural Inventory and the Natural Areas Match Grant programs
continue, thanks to the joint efforts of The Nature Conservancy,
the Natural Areas Preservation Council, BER, several environ-
mentally concerned legislators, and a number of individuals and
organizations.

Other aspects of the budget bill important to the operation of
BER were not passed, however. These include provisions to
establish a base budget for BER from general tax revenues, and to
establish several permanent staff positions.

Purple Loosestrife Ban

The propagation, distribution, and sale of all non-native
varieties of the plant genus Lythrum, (to which purple loose-
strife belongs) is now banned. Thanks to the persistence of the
Purple Loosestrife Task Force, Senator Lyn Adelman and his aide,
Topf Wells, and several DNR employees--especially Rich Henderson,







