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WISCONSIN ENDANGERED, THREATENED AND NONGAME
BIRDS, PERFO CE = 1987

by Kathleen J. Fruth, Sumner Matteson,
Charlene Gieck and David Sample

SUMMARY

The Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources continued the
endangered, threatened and nongame birds conservation program.
Recovery plans for bald eagle, osprey, trumpeter swan and peregrine
falcon have been completed and have received final administrative
approval. Recovery plans for common tern, Forster's tern, common
barn-owl, red-necked grebe and great egret are in various stages
of completion or are awaiting final approval. Statewide
inventories were conducted to document population levels and to
identify critical habitats. Species inventoried include: red-
necked grebe, great egret, Cooper's hawk, red-shouldered hawk,
osprey, bald eagle, peregrine falcon, prairie chicken, piping
plover, common tern, Forster's tern, common barn-owl and loggerhead
shrike. Grassland bird species were also inventoried.

Monitoring systems have been incorporated into recovery plans
already completed and will be included in those recovery plans yet
to be completed. Artificial nest platforms for Forster's terns
were installed in four areas. Of the 187 platforms installed, 101
had nests. There were no additional common barn-owl nest boxes put
up. No barn-owls utilized the existing 100 boxes. Herbicides were
not applied at Renard Isle in 1987. Poor common tern production
here suggests that intensive wvegetation control should be
undertaken next year. Nesting conditions were enhanced as a result
of vegetation removal at Wisconsin Point.

The continued invasion of Marram grass (Ammophila breviligulata)
at the Cheguamegon Point-Long Island complex is causing a decline
of suitable piping plover nesting habitat. The National Park
Service acquired Long Island as part of the Apostle Islands
National lLakeshore in 1986. The WDNR and the National Park Service
will work cooperatively on piping plover protection and management
in the future.
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JOB 215. 1: DEVELOPMENT OF RECOVERY PLANS

OBJECTIVE

Develop recovery plans for Wisconsin’s endangered and threatened
bird species

FINDINGS

The bald eagle and osprey plans received final administrative
approval. The bald eagle recovery goal is to achieve 360
occupied breeding territories in Wisconsin by the year 2000, with
an average annual productivity of at least 1.2 young per occupied
nest. A number of the actions identified in the recovery
implementation schedule of the bald eagle recovery plan have been
ongoing, particularily in the areas of surveys, banding,
contaminant monitoring and information and education.
Identification of breeding areas, wintering habitats and
potential future habitat are just a few areas targeted for action
within the next 5 years.

The primary goal of the Osprey Recovery Plan is to increase the
self-sustaining population to 300 active territories by 1990.
Some of the actions called for in this plan have been ongoing,
including those in the area of determination of current
population and habitat status. Some actions planned for the next
3 years include; evaluation of currently occupied and potential
breeding habitat; developing management strategies that address
osprey transplants to new areas, identify potential natural and
artificial nesting areas; increase protection and public
education programs.




The Trumpeter Swan Recovery Plan received final administrative
approval and implementation began in 1987. The recovery goal is
to establish 20 breeding pairs in Wisconsin by the year 2000
through captive propogation and cross-fostering. The program was
initiated in the spring of 1987 with the cross-fostering of game
farm propogated trumpeter swan eggs by selected mute swans in
southeastern Wisconsin. Cross-fostering will continue in 1988 in
southeastern Wisconsin marshes.

The Peregrine Falcon Recovery Plan received final administrative
approval and was initiated in 1987. The recovery goal is to
establish a breeding population of at least 20 pairs, achieving
half that goal by the year 2000. Efforts include the release of
10-20 captive-reared chicks annually wuntil 1995, and
identification of suitable nesting habitat. The program was
initiated in 1987 with the release of 14 captive-reared chicks in
the city of Milwaukee. A second intended release site, in
western Wisconsin, was abandoned for 1987 because of the threat
of great-horned owl predation.

Other recovery plans are at various stages of completion. The
first draft of the common and Forster’s tern plans are being
completed and will be reviewed. The common barn-owl plan is in
the completion stage but has not yet received final approval from
the administration. These plans continue to be behind schedule
(i.e., completed by June ‘86) but will be complete by the end of
the study.

Currently, the federal piping plover recovery team is drafing a
recovery plan for the Great Lakes region. The state of Wisconsin
will provide input into the formulation of this document. At
this time there is no need for the Wisconsin DNR to draft a State
piping plover recovery plan because it may duplicate what will be
stated in the federal plan.

Red-necked grebe and great egret recovery plans were not
completed during the 1986-87 segment because we underestimated
the complexity of recovery plan writing when the initial schedule
was established. However, these plans will be done by June 30,
l1988.

A recovery plan for Cooper’s hawks was determined to be
unnecessary based on statewide population monitoring. This
species is going to be proposed for delisting in Wisconsin during
1988.




JOB 215.2: STATEWIDE INVENTORY

OBJECTIVE
Inventory endangered and threatened bird nesting areas to

document statewide population levels and identify critical
habitats.

FINDINGS

Red-necked Grebe (threatened)

A total of 110 adults were observed statewide. Twenty-seven
pairs attempted nesting; 25 young were produced. Successful
nesting is known to have occurred at 3 sites:

Rush Lake (Winnebago County)-98 adults present; 20 nests found
and 22 young observed.

Fish Lake Wildlife Area (Burnette County)-1 pair with 1 young.
Although a pair has nested here in the past, this is the first
time production has been observed.

Harvey and County DM pond (Dane County) is a new site, boardered
by agriculture. One pair with 2 young were observed.

At the following areas nesting was unsuccessful:

Oakridge Lake (St. Croix County)-2 pairs.

Hanten Pond (St. Croix County)-1 pair.

Grassy Lake (Columbia County)-1 pair courting in April,
ocutcome unknown.

Oakridge Hunting Club Impoundment (Fond du Lac County)-1
pair; nest was abandoned and no renesting was observed.

Great Egret (threatened)

Six colonies were reported active in 1987:

Four-mile Island (Dodge County) remains the state’s largest
inland colony site. Approximately 118 active nests were counted
during the summer nest survey.

Nelson-Trevino, 8t. Mary’s Bottoms and Whittman‘’s Bottoms
colonies (Buffalo County) are located along the Mississippi River
and are part of extensive great-blue heron roockeries.

Rice Lake Flats (S5t. Croix County) was first discovered in 1986
and was active again in 1987.

Dago 8lough (Grant County) had 2 pairs nesting.

Ambrough S8lough (Crawford County) ,which was active in 1986,
showed no signs of use by this species in 1987.







