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RESTORATION OF THE PEREGRINE FALCON IN WISCONSIN
by Charlene Gieck

SUMMARY

Most of the historic sites for Wisconsin's Peregrine falcon have been listed,
but evaluation of these sites has yet to be conducted. Management plans will
be developed and implemented for all active territories. Two territories
active in 1986 along the Mississippl River were again active in 1987. These
two sites produced at lTeast 4 young - all were lost to avian predation.

Only one of three sites targeted for release in 1987 was used - downtown
Milwaukee. Five chicks were originally released and nine chicks originally
scheduled for release at the Muskoda site were moved to he Milwaukee site.
Three mortalities were recorded and one injured bird was retained for
educational and breeding purposes. Peregrine falcons from other release
programs were observed interacting with the Wisconsin falcons.

The Milwaukee program proved a large success as far as information and
education for the public was concerned, but more work is required to bring

successful results to the rest of the state,

Recommendations:
-- Increased predator control, especially for great-horned owls.

-- Continued release of Peregrine Falcons from at Teast two Wisconsin sites
and expansion to 3 or 4 additional sites, one of which should be urban.

-- Continued and expanded breeding surveys, including the area around
Milwaukee.

-~ Expansion and/or completion of assessments of historic nest sites and work
with TNC to expand the registry program.
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Abstract
The Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources has initiated a
peregrine falcon (Falco peregrinus) reintroduction and management

program. The program will follow the guidelines detailed in the
Wisconsin Peregrine Falcon Recovery Plan (Gieck 1987) to re-

establish, protect and manage a peregrine population. A
localized breeding survey in April, 1987 located two active
territories in Buffalo and Pepin Countles. Another territory
{Sauk County) which was active in 1986, had some degree of
activity. The two active sites produced at least 4 young - all
were lost to avian predation. Fourteen peregrine chicks were
released at one site in 1987. A second release site was

abandoned for 1987 due to a large number of great horned owls in
the area. O0f the fourteen released, 3 died and 1 was injured and
unreleasable. Four subadult peregrines from other release
projects were observed interacting with the Wisconsin birds.

Job 212.1 Compile Site Assessment Data

Objective: To locate and assess sites to determine suitability
for falcon occupancy. These sites may be used to determine where
pecpulation centers could be re-established or to monitor for

breeding activity.
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Procedures: Review existing data and complle informatlion as

listed in Appendix 1 of the Recovery Plan.

Findings: The Nature Conservancy (TNC) has worked extensively to
compile data on historic sites and to involve landowners in the
"Registry Program" - see Attachment 1. Most of the historic
sites for Wisconsin have been listed, but an evaluation of these
sites as potential population centers has not been conducted yet.
At least 20 potential sites exist, vegetative overgrowth may
preclude some of these.

Job 212.2 Determine Areas for
Population Reintroduction

Objective: Select sites in close proximity to suitable nesting
habitat for the release of peregrines in anticipation that they
will return to occupy and establish themselwves in these areas.

Procedures: See site selection and justification under Recovery
Plan Activity No. 2.

Findings: Refer to Figure 1, Only one of the three sites
targeted for release in 1987 was used - downtown Milwaukee,.
Devil's Lake State Park was not used as only the female of the
existing pair returned and she was found dead shortly after her
arrival. The Muscoda site in southwest Wisconsin was occupied
briefly, but the number of great horned owls was too high to
allow a safe release.

Job 212.3 Develop Management Plans

Objective: Develop and implement management plans for all active
territories.

Procedures and Findings: Concise information sheets have been
developed by the Eastern Peregrine Falcon Recovery Team for
territories using a standardized format (Appendix 2 of WI

Recovery Plan). These information sheets faciliate
identification of future management needs on an individual
territory basis. A ground check of each territory is reguired

and the following information recorded:

Habitat type, prey avallability, natural predators.
Identification of all roads, trails, and dwellings.
Recommendations to reduce disturbance factors.
Reproductive history.

o L0 R e

Verbal discussions on the needs at each site occurred.
Information sheets and management recommendations are now being
compiled for two nesting territories and for two release sites.
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Job 212.4 Survey Nesting Habitat

Objective: Monitor known territories and search for new nest
sites by ground survey in areas along Mississippi and Wisconsin
rivers, and Door County.

and Findings: Volunteers from the Minnesota and

Procedures a
Wisconsin Falconers Associations and WDNR personnel surveyed
historic nesting areas for sign of breeding activity in mid-
April.

Two territories active in 1986 along the Mississippi Rlver were
again active in 1987. Bluffs along the Wisconsin River were also
checked, but no peregrines were seen.

Job 212.5 Release Peregrines
Objective: Re-establish peregrine population near release sites.

Procedures: See Recovery Plan and Hack Site Attendant Reports
(Attachment 2 and 3). Three methods were initially to be used-
foster parenting, tower, and urban/building release methods.
Both the tower and urban release involve "hacking” procedures

which allow for a gradual acclimation to a site prior to release.

Findings: Five chicks were originally released at the First
Wisconsin Center, Milwaukee, Nine chicks s=scheduled for release
at the Muscoda site were moved to the Milwaukee site.
Mortalities included one death due to fall, one to collision with
a building and one when hit by a car. One bird was observed
having difficulty flying and upon examination an injury to the
shoulder precluded its being released. This bird will be used
for educational purposes for two vyears and then sent to a
breeding facility. Another bird was found tangled in fishing

line, but was released after freed. Four subadult peregrines
from other release projects wandered into Milwaukee and
interacted with the Wisconsin chicks. No defensive behaviors

threatened the released birds.

The cross-fostering actiwvities vplanned for Devil's Lake
State Park were abandoned when the male of the pair did not
return and the female was found dead approximately 4 weeks after
her arrival.

Summary

Peregrines have returned to Wisconsin! But, more work is needed.
The scale appears to be tipped in favor of great horned owls and
an effort should be made to balance the situation temporarily.
The Milwaukee program was a large success as far as information
and education for the public. The media ran many stories on the
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birds and the First Wisconsin Center developed a display center
in the lobby of the Bank. A TV monitor showed the activity in
the hack box and handouts and display panels explained the
project.

Recommendations
To increase predator, especially great horned owl, control around
release sites and natural nesting sites. This activity should
continue for 2-3 years and include: habitat manipulation,

destruction of nests and/or eggs, and ultimately remove owls
and/or raccoons.

To continue release of peregrines from at least two sites in
Wisconsin and expand to 3 or 4 including an additional urban
site,

To continue and expand breeding surveys and include the area
around Milwaukee.

To expand and/or complete assessments of historic nesting sites
and work with TNC to expand the Registry program.
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Attachment 1

In order to help provide long-term protection of the
peregrine falcon, The Nature Conservancy of Wisconsin has been
working with private landowners in preserving historic and
potential nesting sites. Through its Registry Program, the
Conservancy has helped protect over 3000 acres of land at 35
different sftes throughout the state where peregrines have been
known to 1ive or could 1ikely re-establish.

Under the Registry Program, a landowner, while retaining
ownership, agrees to protect the natural elements and features of
his or her property. In addition, the landowner agrees to notify
the Conservancy of any environmental threats, such as pollution or
development, and any intent to sell or transfer ownership of the
property. The Registry Program is beneficial to critical wildlife
areas since it offers optimal protectifon of these areas while
allowing the Conservancy to use {ts resources to protect more
urgent parcels of land.

By notifying landowners of the significance of their property
and by receiving a voluntary commitment of protection, the
Conservancy helps insure an ideal habitat for the peregrines

should they return to make Wisconsin their home.







