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SUMMARY

Substantial recovery of the Double-crested Cormorant population led to its
removal from the threatened species list. Piping Plover was listed as federally
endangered in the Great Lakes area and critical nesting habitat in Wisconsin was
added to the Apostle Islands National Lakeshore. A significant decline is
occurring in the state's wolf population. Public forums were held statewide to
provide input for the development of the Timber Wolf Recovery Plan, Final
recovery plans have been approved for Pine Marten, Osprey and Bald Eagle. Draft
recovery plans are being reviewed for Peregrine Falcon, Common Tern, Forster's
Tern., Common Barn-Owl and Trumpeter Swan. Statewide surveys were conducted for
endangered and threatened species including: Forster's Tern, Common Tern,
Loggerhead Shrike, Osprey, Bald Eagle, Timber Wolf, Piping Plover. Over 100
barn-ow! nest boxes have been installed in southeastern Wisconsin and 26
captive-raised barn-owls have been released. 237 eagle nests were "adopted”,
ralsing over $26,000. BER helped initiate the Bluebird Restoration Association
of Wisconsin which is now run mostly by citizen volunteers.

The natural heritage inventory data base now includes over 11,000 records of
occurrences for species listed as endangered, threatened or special concern in
the state. This data base was used to respond to over 200 formal requests for
requests for information for environmental impact assessments and reviews.
Heritage staff conducted surveys of 28 proposed research natural areas in the two
national forests. Field evaluations were conducted on several sites of proposed
development in order to determine protection priorities. A final report on the
status of federal threatened Northern Monkshood (Aconitum noveboracense) was
submitted to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. A rangewide status report was
submitted on Kittentail (Besseya bullii), a plant species under review for
federal listing. New populations were found for four rare plants species, one of
which was previously thought to be extirpated in the state.

Five new natural areas were purchased to provide for protection of blological
diversity. Additions to eight existing natural areas were also made. Nine
natural areas were dedicated in perpetuity into the state natural areas system.
Forty-six sites received management or monitoring efforts. Thirty-nine research
projects were under way on state natural areas in 1986.

The Bureau has developed and distributed three issues of Its newsletter, THE
NICHE. The volunteer program is well underway with a mailing list of more than
600 interested persons. The Bureau is funded largely by volunteer contributicns
to the Endangered Resources Fund on the income tax form. The Endangered
Resources check-off brought in $441,000 in 1986.
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Like winds and sunsets, wild things were taken for granted until progress began to do
away with them. MNow we face the gquestion of whether a still highar 'standard of
living' s worth its cost im things natural, wild and free. - Aldo Leopold.

Allowing for the perpetuation of those things that are natural, wild and free
is the basic foundation for all of the efforts of Wisconsin DNR's Bureau of
Endangered Resources (BER). The bureau's charge is to inventory, manage and
protect the rare and nongame flora and fauna of the state and to manage and
protect critical habitat and natural areas. In order to accomplish these
goals, the bureau consists of three major sections: Nongame Species Section,
Natural Areas Section and Natural Heritage Inventory Section. Bureau-wide
programs, administration and clerical work are coordinated by the
administrative section. Following is a brief description of each section.

The Nongame Species Section deals primarily with the identification,
protection, and management of endangered, threatened and nongame species of
wildlife and plants and the habitats critical to their survival.

The Natural Areas Section (previously known as the Scientific Areas Program)
works to designate, acquire, or protect by other methods, a cross-section of
high quality natural communities representing the pre-settiement biological
diversity of the state.

The goal of the Natural Heritage Inventory Section is to identify, map, and
record all of the significant “natural elements" occurring In Wisconsin. A
“natural element” refers to any statewide, nationwide, or glcbally rare
species, natural community or critical habitat for these species. This data
is often used to prevent or relocate development in environmentally sensitive
areas.

Working together, all programs within the Bureau of Endangered Resources
function to preserve and protect the natural features of Wisconsin and provide
for the long-term perpetuation of the diverse flora and fauna native to the
state.

The Bureau of Endangered Resources works cooperatively with many other DNR
bureaus, among others: Wildlife Management, Parks and Recreation, Research,
Fish Management, Forestry, Information and Education, Real Estate, and Law
Enforcement. Many other agencies, institutions, organizations and private
citizens have been, and continue to be intricately involved with the
identification, protection and management of endangered, threatened and rare
species and their habitats, as well as various natural areas. Although this
report identifies some cooperators involved in certain projects, it cannot
1ist the many people who are so crucial to the program's success (See
acknowledgments). The Bureau staff would like to take this opportunity to
express our sincere appreciation to everyone who has worked to preserve and
enhance Wisconsin's Endangered Resources.
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NONGAME SPECIES SECTION

BALD EAGLE (Endangered)

surveys and Researc

The harsh winter weather in 1985-86 apparently sent most bald eagles farther

south then usual. During the National Wildlife Federation midwinter survey,

only 133 bald eagles were observed. This compares to 211 birds in 1985. 123
volunteers were involved in the survey.

The 1986 bald eagle breeding survey located 290 territories with at least some
degree of activity. Of these, 183 territories were successful and produced
294 young. This compares to 1985 when 171 successful territories produced 282
young. This study was funded by the "Adopt an Eagle Nest® Program.

Charles Sindelar of BER conducted the aerial nest surveys. Sindelar, Ron
Eckstein (Wildlife Manager, Rhinelander), Dave Evans and Molly Evans worked in
teams to band the young birds. Fourteen eaglets were removed from nests
containing sick or injured birds or from nests containing three birds. These
birds were sent to Indiana (6), Missouri (3), Tennessee (2), and Arkansas (2)
for re-establishment projects in those states.

Feathers and unhatched eggs collected are being analyzed by DNR Wildlife
Disease Specialist Terry Amundson, D.V.M., for contaminants and heavy metals.
Recoveries of injured and dead eagles showed 18 injured and 12 dead birds in
1986. This compares with 14 injured and 27 dead birds in 1985.

Karen Kozie and Ray Anderson, UW-Stevens Point, have completed an extensive
study of the eagles nesting in the Apostle Islands National Lakeshore. Kozie
has also studied food use, nesting and fledging behavior of the birds. A
contaminant connection may be occurring from Lake Superior trout to gulls to
eagles and is being investigated.

Habitat Management

Biologists continue working with landowners of nest sites to minimize nest
disturbance. Cooperative efforts continue with the U.S. Forest Service staff
to protect existing nests and to retain supercanopy pine trees for potential
future nests in the Chequamegon and Nicolet National Forests.

Information and Education

In the 1985 nesting season, BER initiated a new program to increase public
awareness of the plight of bald eagles and to raise money for the annual eagle
survey and banding project. For a $100 donation, individuals or organizations
are able to "adopt" a nest and help pay for it's management and protection.
The donors receive information on the status of the nest and any young raised
in it, a photograph of young eagles in the nest, an "adoption" certificate, a
copy of Birds of Prey of Wisconsin by Frances Hamerstrom and, for the 1986
season, a free art print of bald eagles, donated by wildlife artist Rich Van
Order. 1In 1986, there were 237 sponsors of eagle nests and the program raised
over $26,000.
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Recovery Plans

Recovery plans for the bald eagle have been completed and approved. The plan
sets a recovery goal of 360 occupied breeding territories by the year 2000,
with an average annual productivity of at lTeast 1.2 young per occupied nest.
Among other things, the plan recommends: breeding and winter population
surveys, banding of nestlings, research on habitat use and population
dynamics, identification of essential and potential habitat, protection and
management activities, increased emphasis on law enforcement, public
education, rehabilitation of injured and sick birds, and reduced exposure to
contaminants.

BER Contact - Charlene Gieck
COMMON BARN OWL (Endangered)

Research and Surveys

In 1986, no common barn owls were found nesting in Wisconsin. A captive
breeding program involving the Milwaukee County Zoo, the International Crane
Foundation, the WI DNR, and numerous volunteers, has been responsible for the
release of 26 barn owls in southeastern Wisconsin in 1986. This release
program will be reviewed in early 1987.

Habitat Management

Over 100 nest boxes were installed at appropriate sites in southern Wisconsin
during the spring and summer of 1986 to encourage future nesting of released
and wild birds. A new nest box design, by Dr. Bruce Colvin of Bowling Green
State University in Ohio, is being used on interior walls of silos and barns.
Jeff Worrel of DNR has worked with wildlife managers in the southeast district
to coordinate this project. Other DNR wildlife managers will work with
volunteers to monitor the use of nest boxes in future years.

Recovery Plans

The barn owl recovery plan has been drafted and reviewed, and a final plan Is
being completed.

BER Contact - Sumner Matteson
PEREGRINE FALCON (Endangered)

Surveys and Research

Several peregrines appeared in Wisconsin in 1986, most of which evidently
originated from previous releases made by Minnesota DNR at their Weaver Dunes
hack site. This year at Devil's Lake State Park (Sauk County), an adult
female joined a resident prairie/peregrine hybrid male that had established a
territory there last year. No young were raised. State Park Naturalist Ken
Lange and private falconers Jon Wilde and Jack Orr assisted in the site
surveillance of the birds' activities. Another pair established residency at
an historically used nest site in Buffalo County and raised one young to the
age of about 20 days before it disappeared, probably a result of predation by







