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by Sumner W. Matteson, Tim Andryk and John Wetzel

SUMMARY

This plan establishes objectives and reintroduction strategies for restoring a
self-sustaining, migratory, and breeding population of at least 20 pairs of
trumpeter swans in the state by the year 2000.

There are four parts to the recovery plan. Part I reviews the bird's status and
distribution, presents information on 1ife history, and discusses limiting factors
and research and management. Part II delineates objectives and reintroduction
strategies. Part III presents estimated costs for prioritized planned activities.
Part IV lists literature cited.

The plan 1ists eight primary objectives: 1) identify and maintain suitable
trumpeter swan breeding habitat; 2) cross-foster trumpeter swan eggs using selected
pairs of nesting mute swans; 3) document hatching, development, behavior, health
and survivorship of fostered trumpeter swan cygnets; 4) raise trumpeter swans in
captivity and release as subadults (23 months of age) at selected sites; 5)
purchase and place single adult trumpeter swans of the appropriate sex in marshes
that are used by single adult trumpeter swans of known sex that have dispersed from
the Minnesota Hennepin County trumpeter swan restoration flock; determine if
nesting occurs and document nesting success; 6) establish a Wisconsin DNR Mute Swan
- Trumpeter Swan Committee to address control of Wisconsin's feral mute swan
population and to evaluate trumpeter swan reintroduction strategies and recovery
objectives: 7) develop public support for a trumpeter swan reintroduction program
and provide the public opportunities to observe this species; and 8) determine
nesting locations and nesting success of trumpeter swan pairs constituting restored
Wisconsin flock.

The Department will secure a minimum of 50 trumpeter swan eggs annually during
1987-1996: 20 for cross-fostering under 4-10 pairs of mute swans; and 30 for
artificial incubation rearing, and eventual release in western, southeastern and
possibly northwestern Wisconsin. A minimum 10-year commitment to reintroduction
efforts 1s considered necessary if a viable population is to be established in the
state. Approval by the Mississippi Flyway Council, and interagency cooperation are
crucial to the success of this program,
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CORRESPONDENCE/MEMORANDUM 20 0000

DATE: November 19, 1986 IN REPLY REFER TO: 1710

TO: James K. Huntoon - AU/5
Administra&gr, Resources Management

. A .
FROM: Ronald F. 'Hi/t':/g;;bra - ER/4
Director, Bureau of Endangered Resources

SUBJECT: Wisconsin Trumpeter Swan Recovery Plan

Please review and approve the attached recovery plan. The Executive Summary
delineates plan objectives and describes techniques for restoring trumpeter
swans to Wisconsin.

Lomments from experts in the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources, the
Minnesota Department of Natural Resources, the United States Fish and Wildlife
Service, the University of Wisconsin, the Hennepin County Park Reserve
bDistrict, and the private sector have been incorporated into the plan.

This plan is a dynamic document that will be revised as necessary to
incorporate new techniques and modified objectives.

Copies of the plan will be available on request.
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WISCONSIN TRUMPETER SWAN RECOVERY PLAN
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

The Wisconsin Trumpeter Swan Recovery Plan establishes objectives and
reintroduction strategies for restoring a self-sustaining, migratory, and breeding
population of at least 20 pairs of trumpeter swans in the state by the year 2000.

There are four parts to the recovery plan. Part I reviews the bird's status and
distribution, presents information on life history, and discusses limiting factors
and research and management. Part II delineates objectives and reintroduction
strategies. Part IIT presents estimated costs for prioritized planned activities.
Part IV lists literature cited.

The plan lists eight primary objectives: 1) identify and maintain suitable
trumpeter swan breeding habitat; 2) cross-foster trumpeter swan eggs using selected
pairs of nesting mute swans; 3) document hatching, development, behavior, health,
and survivorship of fostered trumpeter swan cygnets; 4) raise trumpeter swans in
captivity and release as subadults (23 months of age) at selected sites;

5) purchase and place single adult trumpeter swans of the appropriate sex in
marshes that are used by single adult trumpeter swans of known sex that have
dispersed from the Minnesota Hennepin County trumpeter swan restoration flock;
determine if nesting occurs and document nesting success; 6) establish a Wisconsin
DNR Mute Swan - Trumpeter Swan Committee to address control of Wisconsin's feral
mute swan population and to evaluate trumpeter swan reintroduction strategies and
recovery objectives; 7) develop public support for a trumpeter swan reintroduction
program and provide the public opportunities to observe this species; and

8) determine nesting locations and nesting success of trumpeter swan pairs
constituting restored Wisconsin flock.

Beginning in 1987, two major techniques will be utilized in the reintroduction
effort: 1) cross-fostering trumpeter swan eggs using selected pairs of nesting
feral mute swans as foster parents; and 2) captive-rearing of trumpeter swan
cygnets hatched from artificially incubated eggs.

The Department will secure a minimum of 50 trumpeter swan eggs annually through
1996. The Department will attempt to obtain at least 30 eggs from Alaska (or
alternative sources of wild stock) annually, except for 1987 and 1988 (discussed
below). The remaining 20 eggs will come from wild lower-48-state stock or private
propagators. It is important that Wiscensin have adequately represented year
classes and securing at least 50 eggs annually for 10 years will ensure that
probability. Most trumpeter swans do not breed until 4-6 years of age and it could
take at least 4 years for the population to begin to replace itself. Therefore a
minimum 10-year commitment to reintroduction efforts is considered necessary if a
viable population is to be established in the state.







