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SUMMARY

This plan describes the actions desired to improve the survival and recovery of
bald eagles (Haliaeetus leucocephalus) in Wisconsin. The main objective is to
increase the self-sustaining population of bald eagles. The goal is to have 360
occupied breeding areas in Wisconsin by the year 2000, with an average annual

productivity of at least 1.2 young per occupied nest.

The bald eagle is listed as a Federal Endangered Species in the lower 48 states
except in Washington, Oregon, Minnesota, Wisconsin, and Michigan where it is Tisted
as Threatened. It was listed as a State Endangered Species in 1972.

Prior to white settlement, the bald eagle nested along the major lakes and rivers
of Wisconsin. It has since declined and retreated to northern Wisconsin due to
nest site destruction, indiscriminant shooting, and pesticide contamination.

The population has slowly increased with concerted legal protection, habitat
management, the banning of DDI, and contaminant monitoring. The Wisconsin breeding
population consisted of 214 active territories in 1985. Winter populations vary
widely depending on weather.

A major concern remains for bald eagle breeding failures on the south shore of Lake
Superior. The effects of other environmental contaminants and lead shot must
continue to be monitored.

Planned recovery activities include:

1. Determine current population and habitat status. Includes aerial breeding
surveys, banding young, winter surveys, observation of population trends, and
identification of breeding and wintering habitat.

2. Determine population and habitat needed to achieve recovery. Includes research
of bald eagle ecology to determine the limits within Wisconsin.

3. Protect, enhance, and increase bald eagle populations and habitats. Includes
public education regarding shooting and trapping, continued emphasis on law
enforcement, analysis of environmental contaminant problems, and development of
site-specific management plans.

4. Establish and maintain communication to coordinate and conduct recovery
efforts. Communication will be maintained among all interested groups and
individuals. Education of the general public will be a continuing effort.

Evaluation of the bald eagle's status will be ongoling.
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Director, Bureau of Endangered Resources
Sulyect Wisconsin Bald Eagle Recovery Plan
Please review and approve the attached Recovery Plan. The Executive

Summary briefly explains the plan.

Comments from experts in the DNR, in the University System, and
in the private sector have been incorporated.

This plan i5 a dynamic document which will be revised as necessary
to incorporate new techniques, facts, and goal changes,

Copies of the plan will be disseminated to the persons providing
direct comments and any others requesting copies.

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me.
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Executive Summary

The Wisconsin Bald Eagle Recovery Plan describes the actions desired
to improve the survival and recovery of bald eagles in Wisconsin.

The main objective of this plan is to increase the self-sustaining
population of bald eagles. The goal is to have 360 occupied breeding
areas in Wisconsin by the year 2000, with an average annual
productivity of at least 1.2 young per occupied nest.

The Wisconsin Plan was developed in general conformity with the U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) Northern States Bald Eagle Recovery
Plan (Grier et al, 1983). Although written to supplement the Federal
Plan, the Wisconsin Plan represents the opinion of the Wisconsin
Department of Natural Resources (WDNR).

The bald eagle (Haliaeetus leucocephalus) is 1isted as a Federa)
Endangered Species in the lower 48 states except in Washington,
Oregon, Minnesota, Wisconsin, and Michigan where it is listed as
"threatened". It was listed as a State Endangered Species in 1972.

Prior to man's settlement, the bald eagle nested along the major
lakes and rivers of Wisconsin (Eckstein et al., 1983). It retreated
to the inland lakes and rivers of northern Wisconsin due to nest site
destruction and indiscriminant shooting. After World War 11, wide
use of the pesticide DDT resulted in thinning of egg shells. This
I:d to drastic population declines for the bald eagle and other birds
of prey.

The population has slowly iIncreased with concerted legal protection, habitat
management, and contaminant monitoring. The breeding population included 214
active territories. MWinter populations vary widely depending on weather.

A major concern still remains for bald eagle breeding failures on the south
shore of Lake Superior. The effects of other environmental contaminants and
Tead shot must continue to be monitored.

The plan is divided into two major segments. Part I - Recovery Action Plan,
details the efforts required for recovery, Part II - Background, details the
Iife history and status of the bald eagle.

Recovery Action Plan activities are grouped under four general categories:

1. Determine current population and habitat status. Includes aeria) breeding
surveys, banding young, winter surveys, observation of population trends,
and fdentification of breeding and wintering habitat.

2. Determine population and habitat needed to achieve recovery. Includes
research of bald eagle ecology to determine the limits within Wisconsin.

3. Protect, enhance, and increase bald eagle populations and habitats.
Includes public education regarding shooting and trapping, continued
emphasis on law enforcement, analysis of environmental contaminant
problems, and development of site-specific management plans.

|
4. Establish and maintain communication to coordinate and conduct recovery
efforts. Communication will be maintained among all interested groups and
individuals. Education of the general public will be a continuing effort. |

The plan has been reviewed by BER Director, BER staff, Wildlife Management ;
staff, outside experts, and the Resource Management Administrator. Comments
were reviewed and incorporated in many cases. |

Evaluation of the bald eagle's status will be ongoing.
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PREFACE

This Recovery Plan was prepared by Charlene M. Gieck, Natural Resources
Specialist, Bureau of Endangered Resources. It has been reviewed by the
Department of Natural Resources, the U.S. Foresct Service, US Fish and Wildlife
service and experts from Wisconsin and other states.

The plan will be revised as necessary to incorporate new techniques and
facts. Goals and objectives will be modified as tasks are completed or as
priorities and budgetary constraints require,

Additional copies may be obtained from:

Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources
Bureau of Endangered Rescurces

P.0. Box 7921

Madison, WI 53707

(608) 266-7012







