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WISCONSIN OSPREY RECOVERY PLAN

by Charlene M. Gieck

SUMMARY

This plan describes the actions needed to assure the recovery and survival of
osprey (Pandion haliaetus) in Wisconsin. The primary goal is to increase the
self-sustaining population to 300 active territories by 1990.

Ospreys nest in the forested lake region of northern Wisconsin and along the
Wisconsin River. Hisconsin Department of Natural Resources surveys have
indicated that from 1967-1975, populations were declining due to poor
reproductive success, loss of nest trees, and lakeshore development. The
osprey was listed as an endangered species in Wisconsin in 1972.

The plan is divided into two major segments: Part I (Recovery Action Plan)
details the efforts required for recovery; Part II (Background) details the
life history and status of the osprey.

The Recovery Action Plan advocates the following:

1. Determine current population and habitat status. Includes aerial and
ground surveys of breeding areas, banding of younq, and identification of
breeding habitat.

2. Determine population and habitat needed to achieve recovery. Includes
research of osprey ecology to determine the limits within Wisconsin.

3. Protect, enhance, and increase osprey population and habitats. Includes
providing artificial nest platforms, educating the public to reduce
mortalities, and developing site-specific management plans.

4. Establish and maintaln communication to coordinate and conduct recovery
efforts. Communication will be maintained among all interested groups and
individuals. Education to the general public will be a major concern.

Evaluation of the osprey's status will be ongoing.
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Wisconsin Osprey Recovery Plan
Please review and approve the attached Recovery Plan. The Executive
Summary briefly explains the plan.

Comments from experts in the DNR, in the University System, and
in the private sector have been incorporated.

This plan is a dynamic document which will be revised as necessary
to incorporate new techniques, facts, and goal changes.

Copies of the plan will be disseminated to the persons providing
direct comments and any others regquesting copies.

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me.
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

The Wisconsin Osprey Recovery Plan describes the actions needed to assure the
recovery and survival of osprey. The primary goal is to increase the
self-sustaining population to 300 active territories by 1990.

Ospreys nest in the forested Take region of northern Wisconsin and along the
Wisconsin River. Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources (WDNR} surveys
have Indicated that from 1967-1975, populations were declining due to:

1) poor reproductive success, and
2} threats to hablitat due to loss of nest trees and lakeshore
development.

The osprey (Pandion haliaetus) was listed as an endangered species in
Wisconsin in 1972.

The plan is divided into two major segments. Part I - Recovery Action Plan,
details the efforts required for recovery; Part Il - Background, details the
life history and status of the osprey.

Recovery Action Plan activities are grouped under four general categories:

1. Determine current population and habitat status. Includes aerial and
ground surveys of breeding areas, banding of young, and identification of
breading habitat.

2. Determine population and habitat needed to achieve recovery. Includes
research of osprey ecology to determine the limits within Wisconsin,

3. Protect, enhance, and increase osprey population and habitats. Includes
providing artificial nest platforms, educating the public to reduce
mortalities, and developing site-specific management plans.

4. Establish and maintain communication to coordinate and conduct recovery
efforts. Communication will be maintained among all interested groups and
individuals. Education to the general public will be a major concern.

The plan has been reviewed by BER Director, BER staff, Wildlife Management
staff, outside experts, and the Resource Management Administrator. Comments
were reviewed and incorporated in many cases.

Evaluation of the osprey's status will be ongoing.
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PREFACE

This Recovery Plan was prepared by Charlene M. Gieck, Natural Rescurces
Specialist, Bureau of Endangered Resources. The majority of Part Il was taken
from a 1979 plan written by Ronald G. Eckstein.

The plan has been reviewed by the Department of Natural Resources. the U.S.
Forest Service, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, and experts from Wisconsin and
other States.

The plan will be revised as necessary to incorporate new technigues and
facts. Goals and objectives will be modified as tasks are completed or as
priorities and bugetary constraints require.

Additional copies may be obtained from:

Wisconsin Department of Matural Resources
Bureau of Endangered Resources

P.O. Box 7921

Madison, MWl 53707

(608) 266-7012




- i =
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT
The plan has been reviewed by the staff of the following Bureaus:

Endangered Resources
Wildlife Management

Law Enforcement
Information and Education
Research

Comments were received from many experts:

Don Follen - HWisconsin Naturalist

James Engel - USFKWS

Brent Haglund - The Nature Conservancy

Paul I. V. Strong - Sigurd Olson Environmental Institute
Merryll M. Bailey - Apostle Islands National Lakeshore

Patrick Redig - Raptor Research & Rehabi)litation Program

James D. Fossum - USFWS, Green Bay Field Office

Douglas C. Keran - Minnesota Eagle/Osprey Researcher

Cyrus H. Lyle - Milwaukee Audubon Soclety

Jim Berlin - Nicolet National Forest

Howard L. Sheldon - Cheguamegon Mational Forest

Willtam J. Fisk - Wisconsin Conservation Congress

John Bielefeldt - Researcher

Pamela Skoog Perry - Minnesota Department of Matural Resources
Timothy Andryk and Jonathan Gilbert - Great Lakes Indian Fish and Hildlife
Commission

Mark A. Hestall - International Osprey Foundation

Funding for this project was
provided in part through the
Federal Aid in Wildlife
Restoration Act.




PART 1. RECOVERY ACTION PLAN

A.

Recovery Objective

The goal of the plan is to maintain a self-sustaining osprey population in
suitable hablitat throughout Wiscensin. The objectives are to:

1) Maintain statewide production at a minimum of 1.2 young per active
territory, and
2) Increase the number of known active nests to 300.

The goal was determined by reviewing past reproductive success. The
average recruitment of active territories from 1980-85 was 13.4 per year
with only one new territory discovered between 1982-83. This sustained or
increased average creates a reachable goal of approximately 300
territories by 1990, HWisconsin habitat is available to easily support 300
pairs and probably 400 pairs {(pers. comm — Ron Eckstein).

Recovery Outline and Justification

Note: Items not considered to need discussion are listed by title only.

1. Determine current population and habitat status. Several years of
information exists on the status of the osprey in the state. Coverage
has been uneven from district to district. Better coordination is
needed to have complete and standardized information.

1.1 Determine population size, distribution and dynamics.
Reproduction information has been collected. More data 15 needed
to determine survival rates. Distribution information will be

used to identify locations where management is needed.

1.11 Annually inventory and map osprey breeding area. It is
important to locate new breeding areas and monitor the
increases in breeding population size. The inventory also

pin-points where replacement nests are needed.

1.111 Conduct aerial and ground survey of nests.

1.1111 - Band young. Returns of banded birds
provide valuable information concerning
dispersal, survival, and recruitment.

1.1112 - Remove dead young and/or addled eggs.
This is important to determine causes of
mortality in young and to monitor
environmental contaminant levels.

1.112 Determine the distribution and abundance of
immatures and nonbreeding adults. Protection of
young and nonbreeding birds is important as these
birds may be part of the breeding population in
future years. Information on recruitment,
longevity and dispersal of populations may be found
in recent literature and research.







