WISCONSIN ENDANGERED RESOURCES REPORT 22

WISCONSIN PINE MARTEN RECOVERY PLAN

by Charlene M. Gieck

SUMMARY

This plan describes the actions needed to assure the recovery and survival of
pine marten (Martes americana) in Wisconsin. The primary goa! is to
re-establish a self-sustaining population in as much of |ts former range as is
still suitable. The initial objective is to have 300 martens in the Nicolet
Eatigggl forest and to restock 100 martens in the Chequamegon National Forest
y ;

Habitat destruction and an unregulated fur trade were the major causes for the
decline and extirpation of the plne marten population in 1925, After
restocking in the Nicolet Forest from 1975 to 1983, a marten population of
approximately 150 once again exists.

The plan is divided into two major segments: Part I (Recovery Action Plan)
details the efforts regquired for recovery; Part II (Background) details the
life history and status of the pine marten.

The Recovery Action Plan advocates the following:

1. Monitor current population and habitat status. Includes live-trapping
survey, winter track counts, direct observations, and identification of
essential habitat attributes necessary to support pine marten.

2. Determine marten population levels and habitat needed to achieve
recovery. Includes research of pine marten ecology to determine the
limits within Wisconsin.

3. Protect, enhance, and increase pine marten populations and habitats.
Includes development of management guidelines, restocking pine marten to
new areas, and a continued search for better pine marten habltat.

4. Establish and maintain communication to coordinate and conduct recovery
efforts. Communication will be maintained among all interested groups and
individuals. Education to the general public will be a major concern.

Evaluation of the pine marten's status will be ongoing.
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

The Wisconsin Pine Marten Recovery Plan describes the actions needed to assure
the recovery and survival of pine marten. The primary goal 1s to re-establish
a self-sustaining population in as much of its former range as is still
suitable. The initial objective is to have 300 martens in the Nicolet
Mational Forest and to restock 100 martens in the Chegquamegon Naticnal Forest
by 1990.

Habitat destruction and an unregulated fur trade are the major causes for the
decline and extirpation of the pine marten population in 1925. After
restocking in the Nicolet Forest from 1975 to 1983, a marten population of
approximately 150 once again exists.

The plan is divided into two major segments. Part I--Recovery Action Plan,
details the efforts required for recovery; Part II--Background, details the
11fe history and status of the pine marten.

Recovery Action Plan activities are grouped under four general categories:

1. Monitor current population and habitat status. Includes live-trapping
survey, winter track counts, direct observations, and identification of
essential habitat attributes necessary to support pine marten.

2. Determine marten population levels and habitat needed to achieve
recovery. Includes research of pine marten ecology to determine the
1imits within Wisconsin.

3. Protect, enhance, and increase pine marten populations and habitats.
Includes development of management guidelines, restocking pine marten to
new areas, and a continued search for better pine marten habitat.

4, Establish and maintain communication to coordinate and conduct recovery
efforts. Communication will be maintained among all interested groups and
individuals. Education to the general public will be a major concern.

The plan has been reviewed by BER Director, BER staff, Wildlife Management
staff, outside experts, and the Resource Management Administrator. Comments
were reviewed and incorporated in many cases.

Evaluation of the pine marten's status will be ongoing.
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PREFACE

This Recovery Plan was prepared by Charlene M. Gieck. Natural Resources
Specialist, Bureau of Endangered Resources. It has been reviewed by the
Department of Natural Resources, the United States Forest Service, U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service and experts from Wisconsin and other states. Approval
has been received from the Chequamegon Natlional Forest to release pine marten
in the Fisher Management Area (letter follows).

The plan will be revised as necessary to incorporate new technigues and
facts. Goals and cbjectives will be modified as tasks are completed or as
priorities and bugetary constraints require.

Additional copies may be obtained from:

Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources !
Bureau of Endangered Resources

P.0. Box 7921

Madison, Wl 53707

(608) 266-7012
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@ Foreat Chegquamsgon 157 Borth 5th Avenue
Sarvice National Forest Park Falls, WI 58552

Reply to: 2610

Date: February 6, 1986

Mr. Ron Wicotera

Department of Natural Resourcas
Bureau of Endangered Rescurces
P.0. Box 7921

Madiscn, Wiscomnsim 53707

Deaar Ron:

We appreciated having Randy Jurewicz and Chuck Pils speak at the
Chequamegon's Management Team Meeting. We enjoyed their presentation
oo the fisher and pine marten situation in Wisconsin., Also, of
considerable interest to us was the State's proposal to reintroduce
Pine marten on the Chequamegon.

After Randy and Cbuck's departure, the Management Team discussed the
proposal of reintroduction of the pine marten in detail. It is our
decision that we want to cooperate fully with the Department in this
effort. We see no problem with releasing the animals in the
restricted trapping area previously established to protect fisher.
However, we understand that prior to beginning pine marten
reintroduction, the Department will initiate an I&E program to alert
the public of the proposal. We concur that this is a proper firat
step. We peed to assure the local public that the pine marten is not
another ®*killer®, but that it has a rightful place in the overall
ecosystes of the morthwoods. The succeas of the information program
may have a major effect on acceptance and ultimate success of the
reintroduction program.

We also understand that the financial backing for the program will
come from the Endangered Species Fund, The Forest will assist with
population surveys and will report cobservations as time and money
allow,

We ask that you keep this office and our District Rangers at Glidden
and Hayward informed of the progress of the reintroduction program.
When selecting final release sites, our compartment examination data
may be of wvalue to your biclogists in determining location of the most
suitable babitat within the reatricted trapping area. Our Rangers
will be pleased to assist you by providing this data.

@ F8-8200-28(T-22)
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I;rrnu have any questions or comments, feel free to contact this
office.

Sincerely,

OHN C. WOLTER
P orest Supervisor

oc: Glidden R.D.
Bayward F.D.
ohe ldon
Yrablec

@ F5-8200-28(T-82)
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