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SUMMARY

During the 1984 field season, Bureau of Endangered Resources (BER) personnel
and cooperators conducted breeding bird surveys on approximately 150 natural
areas, and auditory frog and toad surveys on approximately 50 routes
statewide. Several new sites for the endangered cricket frog were
documented. Red-necked grebes nested successfully at 2 of 3 traditional
sites. Forster's terns nested on artificial platforms at 4 sites and on
natural substrates at 7 sites. A total of 231-324 pairs of common terns
nested at 5 sites, production 253-265 young. Seven great egret colonies were
active. Cooperators and BER personnel also collected nesting data on other
colonial bird species. Bald eagles occupied 239 territories and produced 279
young, 90% of which were banded. Ospreys occuplied 202 territories, of which
62% were successful, producing 236 young. Mo barn-owls were known to nest but
sightings were reported and a captive propagation and release program
continued. One pair of piping plovers nested, but unsuccessfully. The
state's nesting population of double-crested cormorants increased to 3-4,000
adults at 15 colonies, and delisting is being considered. The 1983-84 winter
population of timber wolves was 18-22.

Twenty plant species are being proposed for addition to the state's endangered
an threatened species lists. WODNR continued its control efforts for purple
loosestrife. 1In 1983, 2,949 pounds of wild ginseng was harvested statewide.

We updated natural area inventories for B of 72 counties. HMe now have
information on over 2,250 Wisconsin natural areas. Twelve new Scientific
Areas were designated, and 30 National Forest tracts were recommended for
protection. We completed a long range plan for scientific areas, which
recommends a 1995 goal of 265 scientific areas comprising 41,000 acres.

Our first tax checkoff grossed $291,730. He received important public input
on our program, from 6 workshops held throughout the state.
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Endangered and Nongame Species

Breeding Bird Surveys on Scientific and Natural Areas. Cooperators (25) and
BER personnel conducted surveys on 50 designated scientific areas and 100
other natural areas throughout the state. One-hundred-forty (72%) of the 194
currently-designated scientific areas have now been surveyed at least once.

Frog and Toad Survey. Cooperators conducted auditory surveys on approximately
50 routes throughout the state. This is the fourth year of the survey program
and the first year of a long term monitoring program using permanent routes.
Many miscellaneous records of endangered and "watch" species were also
collected. Several new sites for the endangered cricket frog were

documented. Near one cricket frog area, a proposed application of herbicide
was delayed until surveys failed to reveal cricket frogs at the immediate
management site; monitoring of the nearby population will continue.

Red-necked Grebes nested successfully at two of three traditional sites. They
probably attempted to nest at another site but were absent from all other
sites with former breeding-season records.

Forster's Terns nested successfully at several sites, with the bulk of the
year's production occurring on the 240 artificial nesting platforms in the
Lake Poygan area. The species nested on artificial platforms at three other
traditional nesting areas, and on natural substrates at 7 traditional areas.
One small new colony on natural substrate was unsuccessful.

Colonial bird survey data, Especially for herons and terns, were collected by
cooperators throughout the state. A breeding bird survey of the Lake
Winnebago/Lake Poygan area revealed a number of breeding sites for black and
Forster's terns, qulls, and other species, and documented the absence of
common terns in all but on of the area's historic and potential nest sites.

Recent historic and potential great egret colonies were censused throughout
the state and in adjacent parts of Iowa and Minnesota, in cooperation with he
lowa Conservation Commission, Minnesota Department of Natural Resources, U.S.
Fish and Wild1ife Service, an the National Park Service. Seven Wisconsin
colonies were active in 1984, although production at our largest colony was
severely reduced by tree and nest blowdowns which occurred during a midsummer
storm.

Bald Eaqles. Records were set for both the overwintering and the breeding
population. During the National Wildlife Federation's midwinter survey,
cooperators reported sighting 166 bald eagles. The previous high count was
109 in 1983.
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Through the use of Section 6 funding, Wisconsin was again able to contract
with Mr. Charles Sindelar to survey our breeding population. Mr. Sindelar and
USFWS pilot, John Winship, located 239 occupied territories (plus 13% from
1983), which produced 279 young (plus 11% from 1983). Especially noteworthy
was the fact that there were 3 nests on the Apostle Island, Lake Superior, and
each produced 2 young. Although only 4 of these 6 fledged, this was important
since there was only one productive nest last year and none for the previous 2
decades. Our bald eagle banding efforts were again exemplary (carried out by
David and Molly Evans, Mr. Sindelar and DNR Wild1ife Manager, Ron Eckstein}.
They were able to band 90% of all young (252). The WDNR again cooperated with
the USFWS by providing eaglets for hacking projects in Missouri and Arkansas.
Mr. Sindelar and Ron Eckstein took 4 eaglets from 4 different nests in Oneida
County (3 runts of 3 broods, and one downy young with severe ear maggots).

The eaglets were delivered to Dr. Pat Redig (RRRP) for care and treatment
prior to their trip south.

The 1984 Osprey survey located 202 active territories, of which 125 (62%) were
successful and produced 236 young. Productivity in 1984 was very similar to
1983 with 1.9 young per successful territory and 1.2 young per active site.

Common terns nested at 5 sites this past summer: 3 on Lake Superior, one in
lower Green Bay, and one on Lake Winnebago. At the Ashland Pier colony site,
along the southern shore of Chequamegon Bay, Lake Superior, between 134-169
pairs fledge 189 young (al] but one young were banded). This production is
the best ever for a Wisconsin common tern colony. Vegetation management from
1981-83 has created a sparsely vegetated site, well-suited to nesting by
terns. A discreet program to control nesting ring-billed gulls also has
proved effective. The number of ring-billed nests diminished from a peak of
123 in mid-May to none by July 5. Nests at the Ashland Pier site were
monitored weekly. At the Washburn dock site, also in the Cheguamegon Bay, 6
pairs attempted to nest. Here the use of decoys and a sound system with a
recording of tern vocallizations may have induced the terns to nest. Only one
pair produced young (3). Dense vegetation enveloped the remaining 5 nests and
probably caused desertion. At the third Lake Superior site, Wisconsin Point
in eastern Allouez Bay, 10-15 pairs attempted to nest, but all failed.

Approximately 31 pairs attempted to nest on Willow Tree Island in western Lake
Winnebago but failed to produce any young. The fifty colony site is located
on Kidney Island in lower Green Bay. Here, 50-93 pairs nested. Production of
young ranged from 1.2-1.45 for 50 nests. Manual control of vegetation
throughout the breeding season during weekly visits, undoubtedly increased the
chances for nest success.

Statewide totals: 231-324 nesting paris produced 253-265 young.

No Barn Owls were known to have nested in Wisconsin this year although
sightings were recorded in LaCrosse, Winnebago, Sheboygan, Grant and Marquette
Counties this spring and summer. A cooperative captive propagation and
release program between the WDNR and the Milwaukee County Zoo is well into its
third year. The Milwaukee County Zoo presently is housing 3 captive breeding
pairs in their newly created chambers on the Zoo grounds. So far this year 5
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barn owl young have been released into southeastern Wisconsin. Another 3
young will be released this fall, probably late September.

One pair of Piping Plover nested on Chequamegon point, Lake Superior, but
produced no young. Human disturbance via 3-wheel vehicles and picnickers
remain 3 problem. Management in the future will have to address protection
and possible acquisition of favorable beach nesting habitat in Northwestern
Wisconsin. Suggestions to reintroduce piping plovers into Northeastern
Wisconsin, and the use of possible cross-fostering techniques will be
carefully examined for applicability and merit.

Double-crested Cormorants are doing very well in Wisconsin. There were 15
colonies throughout the state with about 3-4,000 adult birds in 1984. No
active management is anticipated in 1985 except for possible repair of
existing nesting platforms that have blown down at certain sites. The state's
current population of this threatened species has now surpassed historic
levels and we are seriously considering delisting.

Timber Wolves are still around in nmorthern Wisconsin. Our P-R funded study
found the 1983-84 winter population was between 18 and 22 individuals.
Wisconsin wolf biologist, Dick Thiel, was able to spend several weeks in upper
Michigan during the winter due to the wonderful cooperation that exists
between thee 2 states (i.e., they paid us cash for Dick's travel expenses).
Dick and Michigan wildlife biologist, Jim Hammill, after many long, hard days
of snowmobiling and cross-country skiing, did manage to locate one timber
wolf, presumably an adult male. During the past year, Dick also outfitted 6
Wisconsin wolves with radio collars and monitored the movements and population
dynamics of 11 wolves.

Any Moose that now wanders into Wisconsin will have a lot more protection due
to a law just passed by the 1983-84 Wisconsin legislature. Under the new law,
the penalty for killing a moose is a forfeiture of not less than $1,000, nor
more than $2,000, and the mandatory revocation of all hunting licenses that
have been issued to the person convicted of the viclation. In addition, no
Ticenses relating to hunting may be issued to the person for 10 years
following the date of their conviction. Those rare individual moose that do
drift into Wisconsin are considered protected but are not on the endangered or
threatened species Tist.

Interestingly, a similar bi1] that would have increased the penalty for taking
endangered and threatened wild animals to a forfeiture of not less than $500
nor more than $2,000 and a mandatory )l-year revocation of all hunting licenses
fFalled to pass during this same session.

Twenty species of Wild Plants are proposed for addition to the Wisconsin
Endangered and Threatened Species List. These proposals are the result of
investigations by DNR botanists on the staff of the Scientific and Natural
Areas Section, Bureau of Endangered Resources, and botanists in other state
agencies. Efght species are proposed for endangered status and 12 for







