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STATUS AND MANAGEMENT OF BALD EAGLE IN 1984

by Charles Sindelar, Randle Jurewicz, and Charlene Gieck

SUMMARY

The Wisconsin Department of natural Resource continued its bald eagle
(Haliaeetus leucocephalus) management program. It is designed to monitor
population trends and increase productivity by describing, protecting,
suppiementing and enhancing nest sites. Territory management plans that
identify both immediate and long-range management needs are being developed
for all territories in the state. A statewide nest activity survey in March
and May located 239 active nest sites. Reproduction continued to be
excellent. A 21% increase in occupied territories and a 131 increase in
successful territories resulted in a 11% increase in total production of
young, over 1983. Leg bands were placed on 254 nestlings. Four eaglets were
furnished to reintroduction projects in other states.
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Abstract

The Wisconsin Department of Matural Resources continued Its bald eagle (Hallseetus leucocephalus) management
program. It is designed to monltor population trends and |ncrease producTTvITy by descr1bing, frotecting,
supplementing and enhancing nest sites. Territory management plans which Identify both Immediste and
long-range management needs are bslng developed for all territorles In the state. A statewids nast actvity
survey In March and May located 239 active nest sites. Leg bands were placed on 254 nestilngs. Four
eaglets were furnished fo relntroduction projects In other states.

Job 211.1 Conduct Survey

ObJect Ive

Monitor known bald sagle territories through annual asrial surveys to determine papulation trends and
nasting success.

Procedures

5;;‘:!- Methods sactlon of the attached report by Charles Sindelar, "Wlsconsin Bald Eagle Breading Survey =
‘ L]




FIndIf_‘rEs
Morth Cantral District

New palrs of sagles occurred In Lincoln, Portage, Onelda and Viias countles. The nest success in this
dlnrp?cf was ‘Hi. 94 less than 1983, helping drop the statewide average to 715,
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73 ‘74 ‘75 '78 77 '8 '79  'Bp 'Sl '82 'B3 'Bd

Actlve territory 43 58 59 75 7 74 72 B2 83 85 86 86

summ.'-y 0 4 5% 53 49 62 61 6 7 65

f success 67% S8.65 73% 725 685 778 73% 728 638 748
Total young 53 0 69 98 93 76 15 101 106 114 |106.6
rﬂﬂiﬁf 1.2 1.2 .92 1.3 1.3 105 1.4 1.2 12 L3 L2
*“f'?.’i?ﬂ“’“' 1.2 1.6 1.7 1.7 1.55 1.5 1.7 1.7 1.6 1.6

Morthwest District Eagle Statistics

MNew pairs were found In Barron, Burnett, Rusk, Taylor and Sawyer countles. Those nesting on Wisconsin's
malnland shore of Leke Superior were very successful this year.
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Actlve terrltory 40 25 a7 64 67 58 T0 84 93 106 95 120

Succassful

terrltory 25 42 46 39 52 62 68 353 90
% success 538 65.68 678 67% 748 733 738 69% 568 758
Total young 34 33 43 1| 67 94 1063 13 125 118 147.2
Young/active

torrltory .B5 « T4 « 70 1«2 L) 1.3 1.2 1.2 1.2 1.2 1.2
Young/successful

territory 1.4 1.07 l.& 1.7 I b7 17T 1T 2.2 1.6




Lska Michigan District

Maw pairs were found In Door and Monomlinse counties.

'T] ":H. l'}ﬁ 'IM l?? ITB 'TD‘ Iun Ial 'E: 'B] rm
Active territory 6 & 5 & & 6 5 6 7 10 1] 10
Successful
tarr | tory 4 I i 4 4 -] 6 7 6 7
§ success 8ot s | 33 &67% 680§ 838 @88t 708 603 703
Total young 0 7 2 4 6 a8 9 10 14 12 13
Young/active
territory I.4 -3 .67 1.0 l.6 1.5 .4 I .4 1.2 1.3
Youngsuccassful
terr | tory 175 2.0 2.0 [:5 2.0 I8 1.7 2.0 2.0 .85
West Central District
L 74 'S '76 77 ‘78 79 ‘80 '8l 'B2 a3 ‘B4
Active terr|tory [ 2 2 4 5 5 7
Successful
territory 1] I I I 3 2 6
1 success 508 508 253 GOF 403 Bed
Total young o] | 2 1 3 3 4]
Young/active
terr | tory +5 1.0 .25 .6 & 1.4
Young/successful
?E‘I’Tlm I-u 2!0 Ilﬂ t-ﬂ '-5 t‘?
Southern District
The Southern District's only nest continued to ba actlwe In |984.
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Actlve territory I | | | I I i I i
Successful
territory | | I | | i | [ |
1 success joof 1003 (00f O 100F 100X (0O (0O D03
Total young 2 | 2 o 2 2 3 2 2
Young/active
terrtory 2 | 2 - 2 2 3 2 2
Young /successful
terrltory 2 | 2 - 2 2 3 2 2




Statawida
See the summary section of the sttached report by Charles Sindelar, "Wisconsin Bald Eagie Breeding
Sumf = 1“4.1

dob 211.2 Search faor Active Masts

Objectve

Search for new and previously undliscovered nasts In areas of the northern |akes breeding range that may
contaln active territories.

Procedures and Findings

Sindelar and John Winship conducted +wo sor el nest checks, one In March/Apri| and one |n May.
Howard Sheldon checked the Chequamegon Natlonal Forest In Apri|.

Compllcatlons and weather forced the first check to tinlsh later than optimum +ime. Some territories
which were judged as "inact|ye® or "S.0." (Some Degree of Activity) may In fact have been occuplied and
Than falled prior to this check.

Slndelar also searched the fpostie Islands, discovering no new nests, but existing sites Were very
successtul In 1984 (3 oyt of 4 produced 2 young esch).

Job 2(1.3 Devalopment and Imp lemantation
of Management Plans

Dbjective

Develop and Implemsnt management plans for all sctive territories.

Procedures and Findings

Conclse Information sheets were developed by Ares Wilidi!te managers for Territories using a standardjzad
format (Appandix 1), These Information shests facliitats Idantiflcation of future Managemsnt neads on an

Individual territory basis. Ground chacks of each ferritory were required and the following Information
recorded ;

I+ MNest tree and habitatr characteristics,

2. A green-|ine map, or a copy of an asrial Photo showing +he exsct location of the nest and all
alternate nests,

3. ldentiflcatlon of all rosds, tralls and dwell|ngs,

4. FRecommendations to reduce disturbance tactor such as closing or rerouting of tralls, limiting t+imber
harvest or limiting recreational development on publ fc lands.

4. Reproductive historias,

Information sheats and managament recommendat lons wers compl |ed for |7 new territories and revlewsd and
updated with 1984 dats for all known territor|es.

Job 211.4 Erection of Artificial Mesting Platforms

O Jective

Increass bald eagle productivity by constructing artifictal resting platforms to replace defective nest
frees, blown-down nests and other deter|orated resting habltat,

Frocedures

Bald eagle Productivity can be Increassd hy Improving exlisting neste, Providing nesting structures and by
Protecting altarnate past sites. The platform deslgn used was devaloped by the WOMR, snd has proven to

be very oursble and successful .
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During the last ssveral ysars, the WONR have erected nest beses. These structures are | ntendsd to
simulate an sagle nest and to keep sagles nesting In protected locations. The nest bases are used to
replesce sagle nests which have blown out. Once a nest blows outf, the eagles may not bulld a new nest for
soveral years, or mey move to o new location.

The nest base consists of a cone-shaped, heavy-duty wire mesh which Is securely attached to one side of &
white pine. The cone |s approximately two feet high and filled with sticks |ike a nest. The cone |s
placed just below the location of the old nest. Easgles then bulld on this base and tie thelr nest into
tha support branchas.

FindlIngs:

In 1978-1979 we put a nest base In La-3b, Rolling Stone Lake. The property had Just been purchased by
Flsh Managoment when the nest blew out and we wanted fo keep the eagles at this protected location. The
nest base worked and two young were ralsed In 1979 and agaln In 1580, The territory had "some degree of
activity” In 1981, it was not used In |982, active but unsuccessful [n 1983, Inactive In 1984, The
platform at Bi-l4a, Gretium Flowsge, meintained a new nast In 1984 which produced one young. The
plattorm at |R-25, Flambeou Flowsge, was Inactive In 1984, ON-34 produced 2 young; ¥Vi-7 was Inective.

Job 211.5 Nest Vislts and Banding of Young
Objective

Monitor migratory movements, population dynamlcs and other ecologlcal parsseters of bald eagles through
nest visits and banding of nestlings.

Frocedures and Findlngs

See attached report by Charles Sindeler, "Wisconsin Bald Esgle Breeding Survey - 1984™.

Job 211.6 Salvage of Specimens
Objective
Salvege sick, Injured or dead birds and addied eggs encountered during banding and other sctivities.
Procedures and Findings
See attached report by Charles Sindelar, "Wisconsin Baid Esgle Bresding Survey - 384",

The following table 1ilustrates the cause of bald eagle Injurles and mortality In Wisconsin In |984:

Cause In) ured Doad
traps 3
gunshot 1

flaw |nto wire I

fell from nest

I

toxlcity 2
dehydration 1
emac|atlion | |
unknown 2 L&
Total (I5) a 7

Job 211.7 Winter |nventory

In 1984, approximately 82 people from around the stats counted |66 bald eagles. More Input from the
genaral public was recelved than In previcus yeers. This resulted In & larger number and wider
distritution of esgle observations.




The following table breasks down the eagle count:

1984 Midwinter Bald Eagle Survey Reporting Form

Number Adult Bald Eagles s

Number Immature Baid Eagles

Kumber Unknown Bald Eagles
Total Bald Eagles Counted

Number Adult Golden Eagles

Number Immature Golden Eagles

Numbar Unknown Golden Eagles
Total Golden Eagles Counted

Mo. countles Surveyed
ho. 10 min. Blocks Surveyed
Mo. Survey Partlclpants
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Final 984 Midwinter Bald le Survay Results
(From the Matlon Wildlife Federation)

thlﬂh 1984 1983 1982 198 1980 1579
Tofal' Tofal  Tofal Tofal Tofal Total
Wisconsin 166 109 43 BB 70 33
Summary

Reproduction continued to be excailent. A 21T Increasa In occuplied territories and a 138 Increase in
successful territories resulted In a 118 Incresse In total production of young .

Wisconsin's eagle population Is Increasing and Is well on Its way to returning to normal.

Those pairs sssocioted with Leke Superlor did very well this yoar.,

Recommendat lons
Asrlal surveys sre necessary to assass management efforts, monltor population trends and ldentify active
territories. |f possibie, the same Individual should fly the survays next year, which would faci|itate
the locatlon of active mests, alternative nest and old nest sites.
Frepared by C. Sindelar and R. Jurewlcz, edlted by C. Glack,
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