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STATUS AND MANAGEMENT OF BALD EAGLE IN 1983

by Charles Sindelar and Randle Jurewlicz

SUMMARY

The Wisconsin Department of Matural Resources continued its bald eagle
(Haliaeetus leucocephalus) management program, desligned to monitor population
trends and increase productivity by describing, protecting, supplementing and
enhancing nest sites. Territory management plans that identify both immediate
and long-range management needs are being developed for all territories in the
state. A statewide nest activity survey in March and April located 197 active
nest sites, of which 133 (681) fledged at least one young. Leg bands were
placed on 243 nestlings. Cooperators sighted 109 bald eagles in HWisconsin
during the 1983 midwinter count. Four eaglets were furnished to
reintroduction projects in Arkansas and North Carolina.
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Abstract

The Wisconsin Deoartment of Netural Resources contlinued Its bald sagle (Hallgeetus leucocephalus) management
program. It is designed to monitor population trends and Incresse productivity by describing, protecting,
supplament I ng and enhancing nest sites. Territory mansgement plans which ldentify both Immediste and
long-range management needs are being developed for all territories In the stete. A statewlde nest activity
survey In March and Apri| loceted 197 sctive nest sites. Leg bands were placed on 243 pestilingss Four
waglets were furnished to relntroduction projects In other states; two to Arkansas and +wo +o h
Carollnas

dob 211-1 Conduct Survey

™lectiva

Monitor known bald eagle territories through annusl sarial surveys to determine populstion trends and
nesting success.

Procedures

See the Methods sectlon of the attached report by Charles Sindelar, "Wisconsin Bald Eagle Survey = 9837,

Findings
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forthwest District Esgle Statistics
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West lantral District
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Southern District

The Southern District's only nest continued to be active In 1985
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Statewide

See the Results and Discussion section of the attached report by Charles Sindelar, ™Wisconsin Bald Eagle
Survey = I983":

For exemple, two adults were observed In I3 territories on st lesst one of the sarisl surveyss These |3
terriforles were categorized a5 Some Degree of Activity and not z: Occupled because:

I= Mg aduits were observed in an Incubation position;
2. Mests did not appear to be repaired;

Je ‘o oe30s of young were observed

Job 21 1+2 Search for Actlve Nacgts

P

Search t:r paw and previously undlscovered nests In sreas of the northern lakes breeding range that may
contain acTiva territories.
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Procedures and Findings

Sindelar and John Winshlp conducted two aerial pest checks, one In March and one In April and Winship
checked fhe Migssissippl River territories in March.

Sixtesn raw *erritories were numbered and 35 new nests were located within old territories.
Sindelar plso searched the MApostle Islands, discovering seven new nestss

Job 21 1+3 Davelocpment and Irplementation
of Mansgement Plans

Cbjective

Develop and Implement management plans for all active territories.
Procedures and Findings

Conclse Information sheets were developed by Area Wildllfe managers for territories using & standardlzed
format (Appendix |). These Informetion sheets facllltete Ident|flcation of future Management needs on an
Individual territory besis. Ground checks of each territory were required and the following Information
recorded:

I+ MNest tres and habltet characteristics.

2. A greenlline map, or & copy of an serlal photo showling the exact locetion of the nest and =l
alternate nests.

3. ldentification of sll roads, tralis and dwel 1ings.

4. Recommendatlons to reduce disturbance factor such as closing or rerouting of tralls, 1initing +imber
hervest or |imlting recreational development on public lands.

S5« Reproductive historless

Informatlon sheets and mansgement recommendations were complled for 16 new territories and reviewed and
updated with 1983 data for al | known territories.

Job 211-4 Erection of Artificlal Nesting Pletforms

E[ecﬂu

Increase bald eagle productivity by constructing artificial nesting platforms to replace defective nest
trees, blown—down nests and other deterlorated nesting habltat.

Procedures

Bald esgle productivity cen be Increased by Improving existing pests, providing nesting structures and by

g:ofucflng elternate nest sites. The pletform design used was developed by the WDNR, and has proven to
very durable and successful.

During the last several yeers, the WONR have erected nest hasess These structures sre Intended to
simulate &n ezgle nest 2nd to keap esgles nesting In protected locatlons. The nest bases are used to
reclece eagle nests which have blown outs Once a nest blows out, the ezgles mepy not bulid a naw mest for
several years, or may move to 8 new locatlon.

The nest base consists of 8 cone-shaped, heavy-duty wlire mesh which Is securely attached to one =ida of a
white pines The cone |s epproximately two fest high and fillaed with s*lcks Ilke B nest. The cone |s
place? just belew The location of the old nes+. E2gles then tulid on +his bzse and ~le their nest Tnto
The Sull2or? 2rarches.

F'i-»rff---:

In 19751275 we put @ nest tase In La=Tc, Roltipg Ste=e Leiss Teg srecamby has Just been purs-pced &
Fish Mi-azcenT when the nest blew out 2m2 we wantes +o kesp tha €27'es et this protected loce~Ton. Tra
rest bese worked and Two young were raissd (n 1579 and agsin in 1932 The *erritory had "sorme dagraa of
ectivity® In 1981, 1t was not used In 1982 and active but wnsuccessful In 1983
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Job 211.5 Kest ¥Yisits and Bandlng of Young

mjective

Monitor migrestory movsmante, populetion dynamics and other ecoleclcal parassters of Ba'd esgles through
nest visits and bonding of nestlingss

Precedures and Findings

See atteched report by Charles Sindelsr, ™ lsconsin Bald Eagle Survey - 19837,

dob 21 1.6 Saivage of Specimens
bjective

Salvage sick, Injured or dead birds and addled eggs encountered durlng banding and othor sctivities.
Frocedures and Findings

Sea stteched report by Charles Sindelar, ™Wlsconsin Bald Eagle Survey = 1963".
The following table 1llustrates the cause of bald eagle Injurles and mortality In Wisconsin In 1983;

Cause Injured Dead

treaps 7 3

gunshot 4 I

alactrocutlon |

treume-car 4 2

contaglous diseasza 2

I ntraspecifie strife I

orphaned |

toxicity 2

nonpathologlcal disesasze |

buwmblefoot 2

unknown _9 _E
Total (43) 3 ’ 12

dob 21 1.7 Winter Inventory

In 1983, spproximately 60 pecple from eround the state counted 109 bald eagles. More Input from the
genarel publlic wes recelved than In previous years: This, plus unusuzlly warm, snowfree weather,
resulted In a larger number and wider digtribution of eagle cbservatlons.

The following table bresks down the msgle count:

1583 Midwinter Beld Eagle Survey Reporting Form

Mmber Adul+ Bald Eagles 85
Number Irmature Bald Esgles 20

2r3l Soirrn Taplee Lounted
hae counties firvepeg
Ma. 10 min. Elocks Surveyed 50
Moe Survey Participants &0

Ngmp=r Unknown Bald Eagles 4
Totel Ex1d Eagles Counted (B,
Mmmbar R, = Sm|dmm E_‘.!,: ay |
Murior Im---ura Golden Cagles ]
tugmzse L > W81 2an Dyzies ]
1

30
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Final (982 Midwinter Bald Eagle Survey Results
(From the Mation Wildlife Federation)
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Wlsceasin 43 BE 70 53

Summary

Wisconsin bald eagles contlnue to reproduce &t a very acceptatile lewvel, and expansion of the breed|ng
range |s evident. A rezl Increase In occupled territories was not apparent, but likely did occur and was
merely masked by survey technique end definitions: Tuuse palrs asscec|sted with Laks Supericr did
somewhat better thls year, although reproductive rates there remaln "below norma ™

Racommendat lons
herlal surveys ere necessary to sssess managesent efforts, monitor population trends and Ident!fy actlve
territories. |f possible, the same Indlvid sl should fly the surveys nest year, which would facilitete
the locetion of active nasts, alternative nest and old nest sites.
Prepared by C. Sindelar and R. Jurewicz, edlted by Mary Segals
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