	WISCONSIN WATERWAYS COMMISSION AGENDA & RECORD                                                                            August 17, 2005


Buffalo County Courthouse, Alma, WI

	Presenter/

Time
	Agenda Item
	Key Points
	Outcomes, Next Steps, Assignments

	Jim Rooney
1:00 PM
	1. Call to Order
	Members Present: Jim Rooney, chair, Roger Walsh, Kurt Koeppler
Others Present: Larry Freidig Chris Halbur, Pat Sheahan, Kirstie Larsen, Bruce Neeb, Dave Dahms, Mary Rose Teves, DNR, and interested project sponsors
	

	
	2. Acceptance of Minutes of Previous Meeting
	
	Motion by Roger Walsh, second by Kurt Koeppler to accept minutes of the previous meeting.  Motion Carried


	
	3. Department Reports
	Larry briefly reviewed for the Commission the Governor’s veto of the proposed lapse of the water resources account as it would impact the recreational boating facilities program ($1.4 million of 2004-2005 funds).  Larry emphasized that the veto message instructed the Department to adjust expenditures among the various appropriations and programs supported by the water resources account.  He also noted that the $250,000 enumeration for the Southeastern Wisconsin Fox River Commission remained in the budget for the 2005-02006 fiscal year.
Larry also briefly reviewed the fund condition statement in light of the reduction in the 2005-2006 appropriation and the SE Wisconsin and Fox River navigation system enumerations. Larry indicated that he had not added the $1.4 million originally targeted for the lapse back into the fund condition as available for projects as a conservative measure.
Larry also informed the Commission that Florence County had requested to withdraw their Menominee River access project from consideration.

	The chair requested staff to draft a letter from the Commission to the Department that requests the involvement of the Commission in any discussion of expenditure reductions in the water resources account.

	
	4. Recreational Boating Status Review
	None
	

	
	5.Recreational Boating Project Review and Action
	The Commission listened to sponsor presentations on projects on the attached list.  In addition to sponsor requests, the following items were noted or discussed:
· Discussion on the status of the lawsuit against Washington County by the Town of West Bend in the Silver Lake access development.

· Issue of the traffic warning light for the Mazomanie launch development project.

· Issue of the eligibility of the Fond du Lac request for statewide/regional significance for both portions of their dredging project.

There was an extensive discussion on the Fond du Lac dredging request.  One of the proposals met the condition of statewide/regional significance by being protected by a breakwater, while the river location did not.  The city representative made a verbal request for a variance from the rule indicating that the river location was designated as a harbor of refuge on navigation charts.  The Commission discussed the merits of considering the variance and also discussed the potential of providing funds in two different cost share amounts of 60% and 80% to conform with the eligibility rules for the significance designation.
	Motion by Kurt Koeppler, second by Roger Walsh finding the all project requests feasible.  Motion Carried
Motion by Roger Walsh, second by Kurt Koeppler accepting the project rating list as the priority list of projects.  Motion Carried 
Motion by Roger Walsh, second by Kurt Keoppler to approve all projects except the Fond du Lac dredging project with adjustments to the Nemahbin launch project (+$3,000)and to the South shore Ramp overrun request -$4,932) totaling $620,041.  Motion Carried
Motion by Roger Walsh, second by Kurt Koeppler  to approve funding the Fond du Lac dredging project in the following manner:
· Harbor dredging component at 80% cost share

· River dredging component at 60% cost share, provided the city can furnish adequate documentation to demonstrate their financial participation in the county boat patrol within 2 weeks

· Exact dollar amount of each component to be supplied to the Department within 2 weeks.
Motion Carried



	
	6. Member Items
	Jim Rooney transmitted a copy of the Racine County harbor monitoring project to the Department.

	

	
	7. Next Meeting
	
	The Commission focused on the first two weeks of December for the next meeting to be located in the Madison or Milwaukee area.


	
	8. Adjournment
	
	Motion by Kurt Koeppler, second by Roger Walsh to adjourn at 3:35 PM.  Motion Carried
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