	WISCONSIN WATERWAYS COMMISSION AGENDA & RECORD                                                                      February 2, 2006, 


DNR Southern Region Headquarters, Fitchburg, WI

	Presenter/

Time
	Agenda Item
	Key Points
	Outcomes, Next Steps, Assignments

	Jim Rooney, 10:15 AM
	1. Call to Order
	Members Present: Jim Rooney, chair, Maureen Kinney, Roger Walsh
Others Present: Larry Freidig, Shelly Young, Dave Dahms, Chris Halbur, Diane Conklin, Pat Sheahan, Lloyd Eagan, DNR; and interested project sponsors

	

	
	2. Acceptance of Minutes of Previous Meeting
	Lloyd Eagan, South Central regional director, welcomed Commission members and sponsors to the southern region headquarters.
	Motion by Maureen Kinney, second by Roger Walsh to accept minutes of the previous meeting.  Motion Carried


	
	3. Department Reports
	Larry Freidig reviewed the fund condition noting that there was a balance of $1,480,746 for the meeting and that there was approximately $411,900 for inland project requests.  He also noted that the condition statement did not contain $113,190, the amount for the planned water resources account reduction for 2005-06.

Shelly Young distributed copies of summary of proposed additional impacts to programs in the water resources account as a result of the recent repeal of the automatic gas tax indexing by the Legislature.  For the recreational boating facilities program, this newest action will require an additional lapse of roughly $11,000 over and above the previously planned lapse of $121,000 for FY2007 through FY2009.  Shelly indicated that the Department was seeking input on the proportional distribution method use in this latest round of reductions from large stakeholders such as the Commission and the Wisconsin Association of Lakes.  Shelly indicated that the planned reduction of $113,000 for the 2005-06 remains unchanged.

	Motion by Roger Walsh, second by Maureen Kinney to approve the proposed additional plan reductions as a result of the gas tax index repeal.  Motion Carried


	
	4. Recreational Boating Status Review
	None
	

	
	5. Recreational Boating Project Review and Action
	The Commission listened to sponsor presentations on projects on the attached list.  In addition to sponsor requests, the following items were noted or discussed:

· The pressure put on boating facilities in the rapidly expanding town of Garfield
· The 4 year recovery plan surrounding the chemical treatment in Eagle Lake

· The unforeseen concentration of organic soils encountered in the area of the easterly access road in the Saxon Harbor improvement

· The city of Algoma reducing their feasibility request due to success in obtaining a coastal zone grant and the large ongoing costs of dredging in the Steele Point Harbor for boater access.
	Motion by Maureen Kinney, second by Roger Walsh finding the all project requests feasible.  Motion Carried
Motion by Roger Walsh, second by Maureen Kinney accepting the project rating list as the priority list of projects.  Motion Carried
Motion by Roger Walsh, second by Maureen Kinney to approve all projects totaling $631,073.50 that includes the voluntary reduction in the Algoma feasibility request. Motion Carried


	
	6. 2007-20009 Budget Scoping
	Larry briefly discussed the issue of attempting to eliminate the eligibility and $75,000 cap for chemical treatment of Eurasian water milfoil. Larry indicated that this was a Commission issue during the early stages of the 2005-2007 discussion.  Roger Walsh reminded Commissioners that there was an attempt to involve the cooperation of the Wisconsin Association of Lakes when they were proposing legislation to expand the aquatic species grant program to include qualified lake associations.  There was a general Commission discussion on whether to approach this issue in the 2007-09 budget, but at this time the Commission did not wish to take any action.
The Commission then focused on the appropriation level for the program in 2007-09.  Larry indicated that unless the Commission sought a change, the appropriation would likely remain at $3,122,000 as in the 2006-07 fiscal year.  Larry also indicated that seeking an increase would be a challenge in light of the planned lapses for all programs using the water resources account as a funding source.  There was a general Commission discussion about potential needs of the program with the Commission noting the need to demonstrate full utilization of the existing $4,000,000 level of the program.  Several members of the Commission noted that the reduced funding level of recreational boating facilities program for the 2005-07 biennium was attributable to the Department’s focus on growing the aquatic invasive species program efforts.  .It as the consensus of the Commission to request an increase in the appropriation level to $4,000, 000 per year for the 2007-09 budget similar to the appropriation for the 2005-06 fiscal year.

	

	
	7. Member Items
	Jim Rooney discussed with Commissioners Racine’s consideration of electronic gate control devices to replace a contract vendor’s services for parking lot fee collection and control at their launch site.  He indicated that the discussions are preliminary, but he was bringing it to the attention of the Commission in terms of its eligibility.
Dave Dahms indicated that the Department had opposed the concept at Lake Keesus and would provide the Commission with a summary of the reasons for its opposition.


	

	
	8. Next Meeting
	There was a brief discussion on the time and location of the next meeting.  The consensus of opinion was that a late date in May would be the best.  The upper Fox River region was selected as the general area of the meeting.

	

	
	9. Adjournment
	
	Motion by Maureen Kinney, second by Roger Walsh to adjourn the meeting at 2:20 PM.  Motion Carried



Project Requests

· TOWN OF GARFIELD, Polk County: $236,747 to relocate and redevelop a single lane launch to Lake Wapogasset.  Improvements will include a new single lane launch, paved parking area, unpaved overflow parking area, shelter, toilet building access road, stormwater pond and accessible boarding dock.

· WAUPACA COUNTY: $73,200 to repair and improve the existing Shaw’s Landing launch to the Wolf River.  Improvements will include removal of old ramp, grading, new double concrete launch ramp, protective riprap, accessible boarding dock and parking. 

· MID LAKE PROTECTION & REHABILITATION DISTRICT: Oneida County: $65,913 to acquire a weed harvester and trailer/conveyor for use on Mid Lake.

· EAGLE LAKE MANAGEMENT DISTRICT, Racine County: $22,000 to chemically treat 110 acres of Eagle Lake for the removal of Eurasian water milfoil.

· MINOCQUA-KAWAGUESAGA LAKE PROTECTION ASSOCIATION, Oneida County; $4,418 to chemically treat 21 acres of Minocqua-Kawaguesaga lakes for the removal of Eurasian water milfoil.

· IRON COUNTY: $121,812 to continue the development of the Saxon Harbor sport fishing access and harbor.

· CITY OF KEWAUNEE, Kewaunee County: $35,360 to replace two existing accessible boarding docks and add a third accessible dock to the Kewaunee boat landing facility providing access to Lake Michigan.

· CITY OF ALGOMA, Kewaunee County: $51,480 to develop new restroom facilities at the Steele Point public boat launch to Lake Michigan.

· CITY OF ALGOMA, Kewaunee County: $32,229 to perform a water modeling study to address sedimentation issues in the Steele Point harbor/boat launch to Lake Michigan:

PAGE  
4

