	OFF-ROAD VEHICLE ADVISORYCOUNCIL AGENDA & RECORD                                                                             June 16, 2005


Wausau State Patrol Headquarters Conference Room, Wausau, WI

	Presenter/

Time
	Agenda Item
	Key Points
	Outcomes, Next Steps, Assignments

	Rob McConnell
10:05 AM
	1. Call to Order
	Members Present: Larry Strangfeld, Rob McConnell, Russ Hermsen, Paul Staege, Mike Peterson
Others Present: Larry Freidig, Diane Conklin, DNR; and other interested ATV enthusiasts

	

	
	2. Acceptance of Minutes of Previous Meeting
	
	Motion by Russ Hermsen, second by Paul Staege to accept minutes of previous meeting.  Motion Carried


	
	3. Chair Comments
	Larry Strangfeld invited members to introduce themselves and give a little background.  Larry Freidig gave a short history of the Council’s change from a council with statutory authority to a Department ad hoc council and what that means to council members.

	

	
	4. Department Reports
	Larry Freidig distributed the calculation of motor fuel tax funds to the ATV program totaling $1,573,044.
Larry briefly reviewed the actions of the Joint Finance Committee on the budget as it impacts the ATV program, noting the addition of the closing balance of the off-road motorcycle program to the ATV program.

Larry distributed copies of the criteria based decision making model for ATV trails on state lands and also Ch. 30 Design Standards for ATV Trails.  In response to a question, Larry indicated that the design standards were focused on trails that would be developed on state properties;  these design standards would be considered as best management practices for other potential trail sponsors.  Larry also indicated that he was almost finished crafting a publication that would assist local trail sponsors in understanding what Department resources specialists would be reviewing in an ATV development grant application.  This would incorporate many of the same criteria factors as the Department’s decision making model.
Larry briefly reported that ORV Council agendas and minutes are now posted on the Department’s website and that he was working an a e-distribution list for these documents.

Larry also reported that the International Association of Snowmobile Administrators (IASA)  will be undertaking a research project to determine the impact of ATV use on groomed snowmobile trails.  Larry indicated he had talked with the consultant and offered Wisconsin as one of three test sites throughout the snowbelt.  There was a brief Council discussion on pervasiveness of  this concern/issue throughout the snowbelt and the effectiveness of the 28 degree rule in effect in a number of Wisconsin counties
Larry reviewed with Council members the recent Natural Resources Board authorization for public hearing for the rule packages that (1) prescribes the method to determine an ATV’s noise level and (2) allows the use and display of a non-resident trail pass without the display of registration decals from the operator’s home state.  Larry indicated that the hearing dates have not been set at his time.

Larry distributed the current report of 2005 fatal incidents to date and also the complete 2004 fatal incident report.

Larry indicated that the vacancy for the law enforcement safety and education administrator has been announced nationally. 

Larry briefly discussed legislative activity on the registration and use of lightweight utility Vehicles (LUV).  Rob McConnell stressed the need to clarify definitions for these vehicles to encompass the wide variety of vehicles being offered for sale currently.  Mike Peterson stressed the need for clear definitions and indicated that Washburn County is looking at establishing a trail pass for these types of vehicles.  Larry indicated that future discussion with WATVA and the Department on this proposal or any related one needs to include a representative from the County Forest Administrators.

Larry briefly reported on the progress of the local access proposal in the legislature.  There was a general discussion on the need/desirability for local access and also the law enforcement problems that local access can pose in towns.

	

	
	5.Preparing for funding meeting
Routes
Internal Development Priorities
Overview on equipment and labor schedule

 
	Diane Conklin gave an example for Council consideration of an application for routes that totaled 68 miles and connected one end of the county to the other roughly diagonally.  Larry reviewed the previous direction of the council, i.e. only provide funds for routes that are integral pieces of a trail system or that provide access to necessary services from a trail system, e.g. fuel.  After discussion, it was the consensus of the Council that the previous direction of the Council will guide them in their up-coming decision making process.
Larry reviewed for Council members the project priorities outlined in NR 64, Wis. Adm. Code and the listing of internal priorities for dealing with the various types of “new” development requests.  Larry noted that the listing needed to be expanded to include the development of routes and mandatory or discretionary relocation of trails.  There was a vigorous discussion on the issue of trail maps including what should be the type of cost being considered as eligible, e.g. printing versus creation of the map.  There was also an extensive discussion on the issue of routes, with the Council noting that the route applications should use the shortest route possible and avoid using primary highways. Council members also expressed a desire to receive more information on route applications including a justification for the road(s) chosen.  There was also a brief discussion on the difference between mandatory and discretionary relocation and the appropriate place in the listing for discretionary relocation.  After discussion, the consensus of the council was to add mandatory relocation followed by discretionary relocation at the top of the list and combine routes and maps along with support facilities.
Larry distributed copies of the 2004 equipment and labor schedule.  He noted that the snowmobile portion of the schedule is reviewed by both the snowmobile and off-road vehicle councils while the portion dealing with trail grooming in dirt is only reviewed by the ORV Council.  Larry also distributed information for two additional dirt grooming devices and suggested that the schedule for summer ATV maintenance needs to be improved.  After a brief discussion regarding how to approach summer trail grooming rates, Larry will bring back a draft schedule that incorporates consistency with the snowmobile schedule.

	

	
	6. Sign Specifications
	Larry described the history of the development of ATV signs, particularly the reassurance marker.  He noted the potential for confusion, particularly where segments of a trail can be summer only and winter only. He also noted that for several years, a fledgling national OHV administrators group had not arrived at a suggestion for a national guideline for color for the reassurance blazer.  The Council discussed various ideas:

· Create two new colors, one for the summer season, one for the winter
· Create a one new color and add some type of symbol designating the season

· Using the existing brown/cream symbol, only make larger with different symbols denoting different seasons

· Create just a new summer color and leave the winter to rely on the snowmobile orange blazer

Larry indicated that he would get a sample of the green blazer used in New Hampshire and contact WISDOT for their guidance.  Spence McElroy shared with Council members his sample of a fluorescent green blazer.


	

	
	7. Route Maintenance
	Larry indicated that the route maintenance had again been broached in a number of discussions since the subject came up at the last Council meeting.  He distributed copies of the rule that specified that sponsors are not eligible for per mile route maintenance payments.  There was a general Council discussion on the need/desirability of providing a separate maintenance payment for the maintenance of routes.  The Council did recognize the importance of these routes, but the consensus of opinion was that the program should not entertain maintenance of routes as a separately fundable cost.  Additional thoughts included proposing to establish a maintenance rate per mile if the route was an integral part of a trail system.  Likewise another thought was to consider expanding the eligibility of costs to allow the trail sponsor to provide for the maintenance of necessary routes as an eligible expense. 

 Council members were willing to give the subject additional thought and search for a practical solution to the issue.

	

	
	8. Citizen Participation
	None

	

	
	9. Member Items
	Mike Peterson indicated that the counties are willing to support Department efforts on noise enforcement and the rule development on the noise testing process.
Rob McConnell distributed copies of the Jackson County emergency signing scheme noting they have had good success with it.  There was a brief Council discussion over sign consistency as the issue of Clark County showing an interest in a similar signing concept the previous year.


	

	
	10. Adjournment
	The time for the next meeting of the Council was set for 9:00 AM, July 14.
	Motion by Russ Hermsen, second by Mike Peterson to adjourn at 2:10 PM.  Motion Carried
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