developer Janice Faga of Hawthorne
and Stone has already had her due

process when the former plan commit-

- tee denied ‘her petition for a land use

_ “A declaratery judgment is to go to
the court and ask a judge to decide
what our obligations are,” said
Bowman. “We ask wheth_gr we could

as to what it’s going to cost. Is it worth
$50007? But it puts the board and elec-
torate in a better position to know
what they re doing.”

be bmdmg for the board, and,.as w1th

should turn the application down
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DNR honors PI for environmental efforts

KM LAMOREAUX .
News-Sickle-Arrow

Storm water management, solar
power and recycling have all added up
to Plastic Ingenuity (PI)’s recent
award from the Wisconsin Department
of Natural Resources (DNR)’s Green
Tier Program. '

According to Jean Unmuth of the
DNR, Green Tier is the first program
of its kind in the nation. ‘

“Under Green Tier, qualified busi-

‘nesses and associations make binding
commitments to superior environmen-
tal performance,” states Unmuth. “In
exchange, these businesses are given
incentives proportional to their envi-
ronmental commitments. Green Tier
.enables good environmental actors to
perform even better and recognizes
their work. This allows the DNR to
-focus its resources on those facilities
that need greater attentiont and assis-
tance in meeting environmental
requirements.”

Matt Frank, DNR Secretary said,

“The DNR commends Plastic
Ingenuity’s commitment to protecﬁng
its natural surroundings. Their smart
recycling and energy strategies also

set a strong example for other busi-

nesscs to follow by bringing business

and environmental goals together.””’
All conservation measures PI has

taken have been voluntary, according

to safety director Travis Ebel.

“PI has been long aware of its envi-
ronmental implications and our obli-
gation to reduce these impacts along
the way,” said Ebel. “We believe
Green Tier is the next logical step in
reducing our (carbon) footprint.”

PI president Tom Kuehn said, “it
goes back to Joe and when we did our
mission statement 20 years ago, one of
the lines is ‘be ever mindful of the
environment.” We Jearned about the
Green Tier program and being on the
(Black Earth) creek is why we heed
that. We’re just following our mis-
sion.”

In terms of storm water manage-

ment, PI has installed runoff filters and ~

grassed swales to remove pollutants
from the site’s storm water, while rain
gardens and a rock weeper dam reduce
the temperature of the storm water
before it enters the stream.

Ebel described a facet of the storm
water management as “a bed of rocks "

that filters out partlcles as water pass-
es over it. That project was part of our
bigger undertaking.” .

Ebel said the priorities of the com-
pany’s conservation efforts besides
storm water management have includ-
ed energy use reductions and better
recycling of plastic and metal.

“We’re trying to determine our car-
bon footprint,” said Ebel, “and how
much carbon is emitted into the air.
It’s whatever it takes to make our end
product and how much carbon was
emitted into the air to make that prod-
uct.”

At PI’s Mazomanie facility, a strin-
gent pellet loss program is in place to
prevent spills of the small plastic pel-
lets that serve as their raw material,
and 99 percent of their scrap plastic is
either reused or sold instead of land
filled.
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The Cross Plains facility recently
installed solar panels on its roof, with

.the goal of generating 10 percent of its

own electricity within five years.
“Last September we installed a ten

kilowatt photovoltaic system,” said PI'

facilities manager Mark Olafffsson.
“It generates about 12,400 killowatt
hours, and is powered by the sun. It’s
a fairly small system compared to
what PI uses for energy. It’s less than
one percent of its power.”

Olaffsson said the solar power sys-
tem was implemented in conjunction
with Madison Gas and Electric

(MGE)’s Green Power Program, in
which MGE buys kilowatt hours at .25
and PI re-buys them at .04-.08 per
hour. o

" PI is a Tier 1 participant in the
Green Tier Program. In exchange for a
commitment to superior environmen-
tal performance, the DNR grants ben-
efits to Tier 1 participants including a
single point of contact with the depart-

‘fient for easier communications, the

use of the Green Tier logo in written
marketing materials, deferred enforce-
ment of civil violations, and annual
public recognition of pal'ticipatifzn.

8;00 am—Meet a 'ugronnan John Bird Acc
&80 am-Sunny Hill Cemetery
i ;9:00 am-Oak Hill
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