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Up to 90 Days

Up to 1 Year
(unless applicant 

and DNR agree to 
an extension)

Contracts are 
good for 3 - 10 
years and can 
be renewed for 
additional 
terms if the 
participant and 
DNR both 
desire.

Annually

DNR 
receives 
Letter of 
Intent and 
Application.

DNR verifies 
eligibility and 
determines 
whether or 
not to 
process the 
Letter of 
Intent.

If yes, DNR issues public 
notice about the Letter of 
Intent.

DNR might hold a public 
meeting on the Letter of 
Intent. (Note: This could 
happen either during or 
after the 30-day period.)

Deadline for 
comments or 
requests by 
interested 
persons to 
participate in 
the 
negotiations.

DNR decides 
whether 
interested 
persons can 
participate in 
negotiations.

Negotiations on 
a Participation 
Contract can 
begin.

DNR issues 
public notice 
about the 
Proposed 
Participation 
Contract.

DNR might 
hold a public 
meeting on the 
Proposed 
Participation 
Contract. 
(Note: This 
could happen 
either during 
or after the 30-
day public 
comment 
period.)

DNR must decide 
whether to enter into a 
Participation Contract.

If yes:

- DNR and participant 
sign Participation 
Contract.

- DNR issues a 
numbered certificate to 
participant. 

-DNR provides logo for 
participant’s use. 

-DNR assigns a single 
point of contact to 
participant.

-DNR updates website.

Outside 
environmental 
auditor approved 
by DNR conducts 
audit of EMS. 
Participant also 
conducts or 
commissions an 
audit of 
compliance with 
environmental 
requirements.

Participant 
submits both audit 
reports to DNR.

DNR provides 
notice of 
participation to 
local newspapers.

30 Days after the 
public meeting, or 
30 days after the 
end of public 
comment if no 
meeting is held 
(unless applicant 
and DNR agree to 
an extension)

Negotiations 
conclude.

30 Days

End of 
public 
comment 
period.

30 Days


